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Stump The Rabbi

It’s a Shame, part 2

Please note: Today's “Stump the Rabbi” is part two of a
looooong answer. If you want to see part 1, please visit our
Nageela Shabbos archives at nageelawest.org

Dear Rabbi,

lhave aJewish name which | never
use. what's the point? My Jewish
name is Natan, who, | think was
a prvophet. | live in Amevrica, and
| use my American name. Is it
really important that | also have
some ancient name in A different
\anguage, too? If | don't use it at
all, is it even a name?

Thanks,

Nicholas N. Ames

Dear Nick Naomes,

LASTTIMEWEDISCUSSED THE CONCEPT
THAT JEWISH NAMES IDENTIFY US AS
PROUD JEWS. THIS WEEK WE'LL FOCUS
ON WHAT A JEWISH NAME MEANS
INDIVIDUALLY.

| think theve are two movre special
aspects of having a Jewish name
(okay, well, two that I'm going to
mention right now, anyway):

People pick names for all kinds
OF strange veasons. A celebvrity
noming his kid Novth, because
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Get this publication + Selfie
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™ VERY
PUNNY Pepsi during a test?

Ouch. Have a better pun?

Send it in to dlocker@nageelawest.org Student: Its jus+ a pop qUiZ!

his \ast name is west,

For example. Ov Kobe

Bryant who is named

OfFtevr Kobe beef... Hey, |

\ike beef, and North is a

great direction! In Fact,
I'Ve often considered naming one
of my childven Foot...

wait for it...
get it yet?

Theve's nothing wrong with fFunky

names. Yet there's something
special  about a meaningful
name. Most Jewish names ave

taken grom the Tovah. They ave
vrepresentation of some of the
greatest people ever tolive. Idon't
know about you, but I'd prefer my
son be named fFor the inspivrational
King David, than Quinoa. M™Many
othev Jewish names are chosen
because of their beautifgul and
hopefFul meaning. Inbiblical times,
pretty much al\l names given wevre
0 hope and a prayer fFor the Future
of the child. The biblical name
Noah rvepresented the hope that
the wovrld would finally achieve q
pleasant state, after the turmoil
OoF the First Few generations. The
name Joseph means to increase, Q
Prayevr For increased blessing and
success in o\l things. The Hebrew
\anquage, as the original lanquage
OfF creation, and the \anguage of
the Tovrah, is o wondevful way to
express such a prayevr.

Theve's an ancient Jewish
tradition that when noming 9

Teacher: Why are you drinking



chil\d, the parents have a fglash
of divine inspiration- a bit of
prophecy. That name is the name
they'vre destined to have and may
te\l much about their personality.

Aside fFrom the meanings of the
actual names, there's an accepted
Jewish custom to name children
OfFter relatives. One OF ouv cove
values is the importance of linking
toourpast. Everything we know to
be 900d and right and true comes
From ouvy ancestors, teachers and
parents. Naoming a child after
someone in our Family's past, ties
an unbrveakable knot between
past and fFutuvre.

In Sephavrdic tvadition, babies
are wnaomed Fovr special living
vrelatives, such as grandparents.
In Ashkenaqzic trvadition, names
are only given For rvelatives who
have passed on. Either way, this
beautiful custom means that the
child has move than just o wovrd
that people use to get his or hevr
attention. A connection to the
previous genervations is now Q
part of that person. I'm named
after my great grandgathev. It's
meaningful to me that my name
is a link to my past, and someday,
way down the line, o descendant
of mine will carry that link into
the futuvre.

what ig | have g Jewish name and
an English name? Do | have to use
my Jewish name? If people call me
by my English name, what's the
point of the Jewish name?

Lots OoF people have lots of
things they've called. People
have nicknames, titles and job
descriptions. Robert wmight be

called Bob, Peter might be called
Spidey, Geovrge Hevrman may
answer to "the Babe" and Bill could
be vefevrred to as Coach. The name
that veally matters is the one
you use For the most important
occasions in Yyour life. Birth,
mavrriage and death. Jewish names
ave used Fovr these important
occasions. when o Jewish baby
is born, they receive their Jewish
name. At his wedding,his Jewish
name will appear on the Ketubah,
the marrioge document,and when
he passes on, the Jewish naome
will appear on the qgvavestone,
be mentioned in the kel maleh"”
memovrial prayer, and thought of
when Kaddish is vrecited.

Many people choose to have aq
Jewish name and also have an
English name on their official
identification. It often makes
it easier in school or business if
everyone CONn pronounce Yyour
name! An old friend of mine
uses the biblical name Nachshon.
when he was in high school, the
teacher ended vup calling him
Nachos! In Fact, my own children
have English names to 9o along
with their Hebrew names.

BTw, how do horses call their
childven?

By their neighm, of course!

Have - - Nageel\a Shabbat,

Stump the Rabbi is a forum where kids can ask ANY

Jewish question.
Have a question? Please send it in to
stump@nageelawest.org
Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed



Mitzvah Minute

a short weekly
column
introducing one

. g of Judaism’s 613
Lending with Interest 2 -uCa°T5 >
Source: extra or
You should not give your money wth I'm give a
usury, and with interest you should gift, this
not give food... (Book of Vayikra Interested! |is not
chapter 25 verse 27 and Book of allowed

Devraim 23:20).

Details:

e Even though it is
a mitzvah to lend
money to someone who
needs help, the lender may
not demand that the borrower
pay back any more than he
borrowed

e Even if the borrower wants to pay

YOLO 4 SHABBATON!

. This
mitzvah only
applies to lending
to or borrowing
from other Jews.
This is why it’s
OK to get a bank

loan or mortgage

e [f there is no

other way to get the money,
a competent Rabbi should be

asked about how to arrange
for a “heter iska” (which we
won't describe here)

e This applies to food as well.
If you borrow a 5 [b. bag of
potatoes, it is considered
interest to return a 6 lb. bag

Lessons:

e Kindness should not be a
business deal, but should be
pure

e We should help everyone,
but we have a greater
responsibility to our family and
nation

e The Torah does not simply ask
us to be good. God guides us
in how to improve and perfect
our goodness
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