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My Name is the Count Because...

by abbi Dani Locker

Did you notice how the Jews were
counted?

| imaaine the f\annins meeﬁna
m%skf have gone ;omuwns like
Hais:

“ok, Moses. As the official Israelite

PR director, | will now instract you
on best practices for connting the
Jewish people

“N\m\ can’t | just count them nor-
wxauv\?"

“Define normauv‘.”
“One Mississippi. Two Mi.s.si.ui‘:fi...”

“Ummm... who's Mrs. Teipi? oh!

You mean yoar wife, Tz-j(:orodr\?”

“No. wno. Mi::i;:iffi is & river that
hasw’t been discovered yet. but
wov\’re, not a prophet, so how would
you know? Mo\u\be would try One
Uphrates,
two Uphra-

tes..»

“We acfuo\llﬂ can’t count the Jews
o\irecHV\. God does not want us to
coant Hhem b»\ heads.

“w \Au\ not?”

“Bmmm, that sounds like a great
question to submit to Stump the
Rabbi and read about in the
Nageela shabbos

“AV\‘V‘

way, we're

scins to

post QR
codes
all
over

the

ev-
Qrwonc

will scan .\““Q.



them. Then Hne“’ll Al out their info

“I1f we haven’t discovered the Mississippi river, we're

not using QR codes”

“Can we use drones to count From above?”
“stad-orq.”

“What about Dominion vote counting machines?™
“We want the Jews to get alons. So... no

“How about coins?”

“wW ‘l\l‘ coins??

Yealh, N‘I\‘\ coins? P’m 9oing to interrupt the above
[vcrl\ accurate] conversation with Hais thought.
God could have chosen so many different possible
methods of counting the Jews. Yet the method we
wsed was by contributing coins. Specifically, each
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]

person gave a half- shekel

coin.

Do you know what mes- C‘%‘

%eq,f"“n pagel

self special and ;§3niﬁcam+. The idea

sage | learned from that?
Giving. Giving is the way a
Jewish person makes him or her-
of counting is to show that each person... wait for
... COUNTS.
giving, being like God who is the ultimate giver.

What makes you count? Genero:ii‘ﬂ,

Giving has a\waws been in the spiritual DNA of

the Jewish people. I’m not sure if Moses considered
wsing rivers’ names or not. He did impress upon us
this valuable message. To really matter, it can’t be
all about yourself. be a giver. Matter.
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Stump the Rabbi is a forum where k-ids can

ask- ANU Jewish question.

Have a question? Please send it in fo
ump@nageelanest org

Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed

Note: We call this ‘Stump The Rabbi® for fun, but that’s not really the point

The godl is to leam something important in an interesting way

#162 A Part, not Apart

Hi Rabbi,

I todaw’s Dvar Torah uou wrote
about counting Jews. Uou mentioned
that we dont count Jews by their
heads, whatever that means.  Why
don’t we count Jews? Why were they
able to count with coins? s there g
legal way that #’s Ok to count? |
mean, how can you figure out i you
have a minyan without counting?

Thanks,

lan Minn

Dear Minn lan,

That is impossiblel  What?  Now I'm the
confused one. How could you possibly have read
todaw’s dvar Torah, thought of a question, sent
me the question, all on time to be published
in the same episode of Nageela Shabbos?
Time machine? Or maybe you're actually me.
Hmmm, Pl have to think about that one.
And now to your question.

God tells Moshe that he should count the
Jews by using coins so that there should not
be a plague. Not having plagues sounds lik-e
fun. Do you remember those pre- plague
davs? Could vou imagine all the Jews walk-ing
around in the desert with masks and hand
sanitizer? Here’s the reason | remember for
not wanting to count Jews by their heads’
medning, directy counting each person.
Sometimes we are worthy of blessing. However,
not dll of us always live up to the high, high,
high standards God has for us. In case we are
not 1007 up to standard, i’s a good idea to
be included in the group called “The Jewish
People” | like to think of it like flower
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paintings.  If you paint a landscape with
thousands of flowers in it, ts really fine i not
every flower has every detal perfectly painted.
In fact, most painters of landscapes don’t add
much detail to the individual flowers, and like
to step back and admire the complete work-
But if you're painting a 12 foot portrait of
a single rose, you best be making sure that
every single inch of that flower is done with
precision and beauty. We are dall a part of
the Jewish people. And #'s better fo be a
part then apart. When we count people by
the head, God looks at them as indviduals.
In that case, they don't get the benefits of
being part of the greater Jewish nation.

How did coins help? There are two opinions.
One possibility is that since the count was
indirect, counting coins instead of people,
there’s no problem. In the Holy Temple they
did something similar; counting fingers instead
of people. Another possible explanation is that
giving coins, because i’s generous and cownts
as chartty, cancels out any badness that would
come from counting in person. So according
to this idea, it would be ok to count people
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Stump ‘:’.\Qﬁeakabbi

directly i i's for W‘\Hrzvah purpose.
When # comes to counting people for a
minyan, there are usually three ways to
get an dccurate cownt without counting
the people directly;

s OK to count in your head, without
speak-ing them out loud (which ironically
medns we can’t count heads, but we can
count in heads)

Each person gives a million dollar donation,
and you just count how many million vou
have (a million minyan).

Uou cain find a sentence with +en words and
use that to count. This is the method |
prefer. Some people like fo use the blessing
for bread which has ten words: Baruch Atah
Hashem, Elok-einu, Melech Haolam, Hamotzi
Lechem Min Haaretz. Uou can also use
this one: Scintillate, scintillate, diminutive

asteroid; how | ponder

yowr true identity, or |

will never say never, | wil

fight till forever” Maube just

stick with the bread blessing.

Regardless of the details, the

message for dll of us is that in order to
get the most blessing out of life, we should
stick together with the rest of the Jewish
people. A part, not apart

donations. [ need someone
very reliable to helE me
figure out the numbers
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You can
counT on
MmeEe?!

\ Have a Nageela Shabbat,

the Rabbi
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COMIC STRIP

| Wave an old friend |

haven’t spoken to in
ten years becanse he’s
obsessed with counting.

nowl!

oyCH! GROAN!
Have a better joke and want a shoutout in Nageela
shabbos? Just email it o o\locker@na\geelawe:f.cra
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breaks the mold of old school Jewish outreach
by providing out- of- the- box social and
educational programs for Jewish children
across the West Coast. Through afterschool
activities, weekend retreats and our
signature summer camp, we engage
elementary and middle school children in

a fun and meaningful experience.

Our “questions encouraged” mindset

makes Nageela a comfortable learning and
growing environment for Jewish children of

all backgrounds.



