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Nearsighted Regret
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by Rabbi pani Locker

How did the igqghom.s feel after the

sea split?
Wet.

How did Hnev\ feel when all their

slaves were scvxe?
Hzlf—\us

Did you know some is-“:fiom: tried
to swim after the Jews in the sea.
But H/\Qt\ didnwt sef very Phar...0,

you know how it was.

How did the
ifﬂ?““"" feel when the Jews left

Serioulv‘, Hnous\,\.‘.

their cou\nfn{? Relieved? P‘“S”\?
According to the Midrash, they felt
a sense of loss. The Midrash gives
an example of a basketball coach
Cwell, | may be slightly paraphras-
Qns) who has a flawer on his team
whom he thinks just iswt good
enough. He cats the flawer From
his team,

relieved to be rid of such a burden.
Then things change. The plaver
gets picked wp bq Wis cross fown rival
team. The coach works with this
elo«qzr, develops his skills and in a
short time, he's plaving at an Mve
level. When this formerly cat player
beats the coacWs team in the cham-
pionship game, you can imagine how

the coach Feels!

“l had him and | let him 30‘."
This is how Pharaoh
and the ist“:— Hans feltf.

Tru\w, all the
wealth and

4

was due to

success Eguet

had developed
the Jews, both
labor, and the

their slave
wealth that

\had been de- veloped b-1
Joseph cen- turies earlier.
Now that the
Jews

age
were ““e%\'.P



leaving, and God had performed so many miracles,
their former masters were distranght that H/\el\ had
‘let them’ go, realizing how important the Jews had
been to their success. Now their country was rained
and they wanted the Jews back! | dowt know what
their plan was. Did Hnu\ think ‘Hr\el\ could enslave
the Jews again? Were they planning on inviting
them back as citizens?

¢ither way, these feelings and this behavior of the

Sogyptians is a great example of a pretty typical mis-
take people make.
face and don’t think Hmns.s Hnrooxs\,\ to their logical

We tend to look onlv‘ at the sur-

Mlgl'xtg Pl'yaraoh,
copgrlght aw pre~

vents us from doing

BHad Pharaoh
looked at ering: loaical-

conclusion.

Iy, he might have realized o
%’;"94
from pages

that treating the Jews well
would mean years of success
and ero:yeri+l1. Yet he and his
people saw only the gain of slavery,
and the fear of rebellion.

As had 50 many before, and even more after them,
‘HAQI»\ suffered the consequences of nearsightedness.
And '}"I\Q‘\ suffered the consequences of mistreating
God’s beloved people.

Jewnior Latte
and Learns are
back for mid-
dle schoolers

in many of our
West Coast cit-
ies including Las
Vegas, LA and
Orange County!
Contact us for
dates and times!

GALACTICALLY SYNDICATED
COMIC STRIP

it would be
laguerism



Stump the Rabbi is a forum where k-ids can Stump t\‘e kabbi

ask- ANU Jewish question.

Have a question? Please send it in fo
ump@nageelanest org

Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed

Note: We call this ‘Stump The Rabbi® for fun, but that’s not really the point
The godl is to leam something important in an interesting way

#165 Pointless Searching?

Hi Rabbi, Dear Sarmen,
Uou Usually’ find the bread? U ohl | hope
your bread pieces are all equipped with GPS
trackers. That's what | do..
Uour question is very thoughtful.  K's not
often people who have been doing something
for wears start to think deeply about . Keep
doing that! Now on to answer your question:
s As usudl, we'll head back- in time and see what
“ W\the Tordn actually says dbout the topic.
<

R Aside from eating matzan on Passover,
5

Each year, just before Passover our
family does the search for Chametz. We
hide ten pieces of bread and then look
for them with a candle. We usually find
them all. But something just occurred
to me. We just spent a week cleaning
and geting rid of all the chametz_
in the house. Why on Earth S
are we iding more chametz i
in our clean house? \

i

Thanks, \ chametz [in case you're
Sarmen 2 Just funing in, chametz
Candiego £ J is pretty much any food

that contdins flour and
isn't matzah, lie bread,
cook-ies, pretzels, Cheerios
e/ and the three- week- old

burrito you found in the back
seat of your car] on Passover. But i doesnt
stop there.  There’s a mitzvah to actually
destroy any chametz we own (hooray for

REGISTRATION IS UNDERWAU FOR
CAMP NAGEELA WEST 2021 IN
JEWTAH

3 WEEKS, SPORTS, HORSEMANSHIP, NATURE,
FREENDSHIPS, CREATIVE SPECIALTIES, WATER
SPORTS, JEWISH PRIDE AND EXCITEMENT!

GIRLS SESSION

DAUS TO CAMP NAGEELA WEST

positive destruction), either by burning i,
flushing it down the toilet or scattering it to
the wind. I is possible, as you may have heard,
to sell your chametz o someone who isn't
Jewish and then buy i back after Passover.
Uet, we stil need to destroy chametz that
belongs to us, so we don’t sell everything.
In order to mak-e sure we have found all the
chametz, and none is left in our possession,
the sages long ago instituted the practice of
searching by candlelight in case we missed
something with our cleaning. But let’s be real
for a minute. If your house is really clean, you
probably won’t search very well.  So we hide
some bread (the common custom is to hide
ten pieces), and then we need fo really search
every comer of our homes really well. Also, we
mak-e g blessing over the mitzvah of searching
for chametz, and i there’s no chametz, our
blessing is empty and meaningless. We don’t
want that. Hiding chametz allows us to make
the blessing in good conscience. W's a good
ided to have the person hiding the bread NOT
be the same person searching, because that

0 7

DAUS TO CAMP NAGEELA WEST
BOUS SESSION

Find out about our summer 2021 and see photos from 2020 at nageelawest.org



Stump t\t,\ﬁdkabbi

contl

kind of defeats the purpose. Ws dlso a really
good idea 1o write down dll the hiding spots.
Uou k-now, in case you can't find them all.
The bread that you find in the hunt gets
burned the next day. So to clarify again, we
are NOT trvjing to put more chametz in the
house. Were using bread as little chametz
spies 1o help us find chametz sleeper cells.
I will llustrate with a story;

About & yedrs dgo, our family was spending
Passover on the East coast. We had been
staying in Jersey for a few days and were

b

Tuesday night, April 6th, 7:00-
7:45pm pacific

on zoom

317-427-7225

DIDEEWIKNOW?

On the second night of Passover, we com-

planiing on driving to Pennsylvainia on time
for the search for chametz, which happens
on the night before the seder. We borrowed
a beat-up minvan from my parents, and were
on our way. Because it was the day before
Passover, we didn’t have any chametz with
us. Well, big shocker, the chariot chok-ed,
the van was vanquished, the car collapsed,
the passenger car perished. We were stuck
in the middle of PA, hours from anywhere,
and dll the mechanics were closed. We got a
couple of hotel rooms, and made ourselves
as comfortable as possble. Then i was
time to search for chametz, but we had
none! What to do? What to do?

We bought a danish from the vending

-— discounts
. S

T

memorate the death of... Haman! Accord-
ing to some he died on the third night of
Passover, though. Since we're unsure, I'll

leave you hanging...
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R
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JOYFULLY JEWISH EXPERIENCES

get guaranteed

machine, cut i up into

ten pieces, and voila, we

had ourselves a chametz

hunt!  Unable to make a

bonfire in the middle of our

hotel room (I wainted to but luck-ily

for us, there was a responsible adutt
around), we flushed the remindnts down the
toifet. The van may have been toast... (OH!
Pm sorry, toasted matzahl) but we were stil
able o do things right!

Have a Nageela Shabbat,

the Rabbi
Y HAPPY
BIRTHDAY!

Best wishes to our friends and family
embers celebrating this week-..

Liam Hershko Sara Sfadia
Haddar Ben-Shimon lan T Wise
Mules Glick Abby Eichner

Adron Goldk-lang  Rabbi Derek Gormin

Whickh number can

ﬂv\?

Toucan!

hey, don’t blame me! Dovid Locker is

responsible for this one.

Have a better joke and want a shoutout in Nageela
Shabbos? Just email it to dlocker@nageelawe:tors

\age\? West Coask

breaks the mold of old school Jewish outreach
by providing out- of- the- box social and
educational programs for Jewish children
across the West Coast. Through afterschool
activities, weekend retreats and our
signature summer camp, we engage
elementary and middle school children in

a fun and meaningful experience.

Our “questions encouraged” mindset
makes Nageela a comfortable learning and
growing environment for Jewish children of

all backgrounds.



