Scottsdale 9:98
Honolulu 6:04
Henderson 6:11
Las Vegas 6:il

San Diego 6:20

Irvine 6:2%2

Los Angeles 6:24
Reno 16:24
Oakland 6:39
Park Gity[6:96
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EPISODE 42

Lulav Esrog, Hand Grenade

by Rabbi Dani Locker

It was a dynamite plan that blew

wp in her face. | read a news story
today, a true one that happened just
a few davys ago, and | H/\ouxg\r\f | just
had to share, because it’s so Fimely.
And ridiculous.

A woman livins in Maine was wpset
becanse her boyfriend didn’t spend
enous\r\ time with her. “Bmmm..?
she must have thought. “How can |
(:o.uiblw arrange to spend more Fime
with Jim?” At this point, most peo-
ple would have decided that a text
message, or maybe even fresh baked
cookies would do the trick. But
no000000. Not this woman. Uh uh.
She decided to call in a bomb threat.
Yes, she called the local police and
told them she planted a bomb at the
medical ;o\ﬂ:\ﬂ Facfcrﬂ her bcw?rieno\
works at. She was hoping that if the
factory closed, Jimmy would have
lots of free time on his hands. by
the way, ‘H/\QV\ manufacture COVID
tests, so i€ you can’t get the test you
want, it’s frobablv‘ her fanlt. Then
the heroine

of our :i’or»\
decided that

one measly bomb threat might not
be serious enough, so she called

the police again and told them she
planted 4 more bombs. Go big or go
home, right?

Well, of course she was canght, ar-
rested and jailed.

God did the same H/\ins, Just without
the self- destructive behavior. Well
sort of the same thing. Well... okay,
nothing even remotely similar. Yet
God created an entire \nolio\aw Ces-
sentially closing down our fFacto-

ries, and sending |, as home)
Just to get to
spend more
Hme with
uws. lLet

me ex-

fladn what

| mean.
We :)Mi‘ fnished

the ‘I\O“da“ of
Sukkos. Accord-



to the Torah, that’s a 3 o\ou1 ‘nolio\w\ o\v\rins which we
shake plants and live in hats. After that 7 day hol-
iday ends, there’s a completely new holiday, called
Shemini Atzeres (that’s probably today, depend-
ing on when ﬂo“’re reading Hhis). Sokkos commemo-
rates God’s protection of our ancestors in the desert.
Shemini Atzeres (SA) commemorates __
——- Sukkos has the special mitzvah of Lulav and
Sukkah. SA has That’s right. SA doesnw’t

seem to commemorate ANYTRING or have any specific

mitzvahs (sure, there’s the celebratrion of Simchas
Torah which is full of beauntiful customs, but none of
those are of biblical origins- they were all developed
later). So WHY do we have a holiday that is about
non\ins?

The Midrash tells us that God simply wants to spend
a bit more time with ws. \-\olio\a\v\: are wonderful
chances for us to bond with our spiritual side. We
have beantiful prayers, opportunities for study and
best of all, no work Cor school) to distract ws. The
actual words “Shemini Atzeres” means “The gHh o\ow\
get- fogeﬂr\er.” After the business of Sukkos with

all its waving, builo\ins, sitting, and circling, God
instituted a holiday with no specific objective, no
busy mitzvakhs, just so we can chill fogether. | think
that’s prefty cool. God reod\w wants us o have a

PICKLe

relationship with Bim,

and He didn’t even have

to create a bomb scare. Be's )
’0“1;“9 “You are mine (not %5

,&Wﬁb'npagel
LULAYV, ESROG, SUKKAH
THE GAME

Based on Rock Paper Scissors

the explosive kind).»
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GALACTICALLY
SYNDICATED COMIC
STRIP

Hal Matzah! Your
holiday has only
got seven days.

Mine hag an eighth

day attached toit!

Holiday Roasts



Stump the Rabbi is a forum where k-ids can Stump t\‘e Rabbi

ask- ANU Jewish question.

Have a question? Please send it in to
ump@nageelanest org

Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed

Note: We call this ‘Stump The Rabbi® for fun, but that’s not really the point
The godl is to leam something important in an interesting way

#181 Intermediate Mode
these holidays are seven days to begin

Hi Rabby, Dear Hato, €4, with. In the case of Passover i kinda
mak-es sense because it took 7 days

It's the holiday. It's not the holiday. 1t took- me some time thinking dbout 4, fully escape Equpt (e feft on Hhe

t's the holiday] I maube kind of g question and researching it Flrst first dav of Passover, but we were still

the holiday? Wiy are some parts of e back sround for our ofher readers 4 4
the holiday (ke Shabbat and some eEaraung 1o o o aaen chased for 4 week- until the Eqyptian

parts aren't but are still holidays? If -S(:lii\:: ell;oclf alj;v:]c Jrz?s:av;z mﬁlf\ere’s ?:mw 1 OE‘L the ]r;luj(vll@i (ngi ;he ;ea [
we're supposed o celebrate, why dont the Uom Tor’ (Hrer Iy ) f Can be drgued Tar Suee0os Simpiy
e do it dll the way? If e don't need €, go0d da follows the Passover format, as there
to celebrate, then wiy do we do it part of one day (in Israel) or two davs are many parallels, but let’s +ry for a
hatfway? (everynhere else) at the beginning and better explanation). Maimonides gives a
end, which is pretty much lilee Shabbat.  different answer He explains that doing
Thanks, Then there are a few davs in the middle  something for a day (| ate some matzdn
Eddie Hamo called ‘chol hamoed (tterally, the ordinary  today, hooray- really, | did) s nice, but

part of the festival). During these daus, it may not have a lasting effect When
which are more lik-¢ a week-day, certain e eat matzah or lve in a Sukkan for
work- is OF- Uet on Chol Harmoed of an extended period of time, we hammer
Suk-kos we still use a sukkdn and wave  the lngbit into our minds and info our

JEWISH CALENDAR  our plants around. On Chol Hamoed souls. 1 becomes more likely that we wil

EXPLAINED: Pesach, matzah s used instead of bread,  pay attention +o and dbsorb the lessons
A PIE CHART and during dll of the above, certain these mitzvahs provide. 7 days is a natural
special holiday pravers are stil said. length of time, says Maimonides, between
e snabbos 11ere s 4 TON in Jewiish a day and a month. There’s a reason 4

]

|

Iiterature about HOW week is seven daus- that’s a significant

Y:, :amoed to celebrate Ghnol number (there are many, manty symbolic
Hamotd, but very elements of the number seven which
littte about WHU. won't fit here). The

Torah
Let’s examine why i is that Hherefore eerab((shed&eeP tho‘léo;;

%

Minor Holidays




these holidaus as 7 days festivals so the offerings and
practices we engage in will truly affect us.
0K, 50 whiy don't we mak-e all 7 days intensely holidayish,
lilke Shabbat? One possible explanation might just be that
people would have a hard time surviving without doing some
work. “Sorry boss, | need & months off because 'm Jewish.
But seriously, there are certain things that just would not be
practical i we had a full 7 day holiday. Uet | believe there's
a deeper reason, too (the disclaimer is that | haven’t found
this reason brought up in any classical books, though | did
hear a very respected Rabbi confirm its validity)
God wants us to gain from celebrating the holidays. He
wants it to change us. Suk-kos, for example, centers around
trust that God cares for us (ke He did in the desert), and
using that trust fo lead us to happiness (because weve got
nothing fo stress about). If we experience those feelings on
a Shabbat- type holiday, it might not carry over naturally
to our schools or places of work. By creating different parts
of Sukkos, some of which are more holidayish and some of
which are more similar to a week-day, we are more liely fo
bring the
essons

of the

»

| took a pole, and 100%
of people were wpset...

When their sukkal
col\af.seo\ .

BIRTHDAY!

Ari Steinberg

holiday into more parts of our lives and exit
the holiday season as more complete people.
Lots of people translate chol hamoed as
intermediate days’ | dunno. | say we furn off
intermediate mode and go into full ninja mode.

Ohag Sameach,

the Rabbi
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30TH

NCSY Office | :
9831 West Pico BIVA. | game 1 o or

>can to RSVP oEmel | Grades: 7th & 8th
@ 7-8pm
&P 5 |

Avigayil, Junior NCSY, (213) 26952989

HAPPY

Best wishes o our friends
family members celebratin
this week

Avital Desmond

Seth Goldklang Ahmi Montoya
_ouchl GrrrROAAAN! Eitan Malk-a Lian Bega
Rave a better joke -alvfj*wadv;f o‘;.r\ngd’ouf in Nageela shabbos? Just ( M (k
email it to dlocker@nageelawest.org L(_e a a
. \\3%22\5‘ West Coast
Want to stay in the
|oop7 Text theword ——— - breaks the mold of old school Sewish outreach
y = by providing out- of- the- box social and
N AGEELAWEST to - educational programs for Jewish children
across the West Coast. Through afterschool
2 2828 activities, weekend retreats and our
signature summer camp, we engage
WWW.nageelawest. > 1 # elementary and middle school children in
B \ i a ¥)rl4n and r:neaningful expler-iencle.
info@nageelawest.org ™0 - Our “questions encouraged” mindset
a e a makes Nageela a comfortable learning and
844-NAGEELA ) 4 ' e S t growing environment for Jewish children of
YIS S JOYFULLY JEWISH EXPERIENCES all backgrounds.




