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by Rabbi Dani Locker

asoh was instantly jealous.

As a pizza delivery guy,
he got to see all kinds of
homes, but he'd hever seen
ahything like this. As he
biked up the long winding
driveway of the mansion, he
saw tehnis courts, a massive
pool and even a zipline. Off
to the other side of the
estate, he could make out
what looked like a half-
pipe made for skateboards.
Whatever Kid lived here sure
was lucky. As he approached
the front door, he caught a
glimpse through the window
of majestic staircases, a
grand piano, and the largest
television screen he'd ever
seeh. He rang the bell and
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waited for the door to open...

Now, I'm going 1o be
ahhoyihg ahd interrupt
the story for a moment. Oh,
come oh, be patient.

gt you will go in my

laws, and guard my
commahdments... then 1 will
provide peace in the land...
ahd you will be my hation.”
This quote is from the first
few sentences Bechukosai,
the second half of this
week’s double Torah portion.
It promises all Kihds of
awesome blessings for people
who will follow G-d’'s laws.
However, it can't just mean
to follow the laws, because
that's the same as “guard
my commahdments” and the
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Torah hever repeats itself
uhhecessarily. The authorities
agree that it refers fo Torah
study. So basically, we can
paraphrase these sentences as
“If you study Torah, and keep
the mitzvot, good stuff will
happen.” Cool.

One thing, though. Why does
it say “go” when referring
to Torah study. It's a weird
verb to use. Why would it say
“go” in Torah study instead of
“learn’ or “study?”

asoh crahed his heck to
Jsee more of the home
as he waited for the door 4o
opeh. He could see all kinds
of wonderful facilities here in
this house, a dream for any kid.
The door opened, and Jason
stared, confused, because he
didn't see ahyohe. Then

continued on page 3
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Stump The Rabbi
Mitzvability

Hi Rabbi,

Ave theve any Jews who are exempt
From the mitzvot? | mean, at
school, kids who have broken arms
don't have to do homework. $So are
thevre any conditions that would
make it too difficul\t For someone
to keep some or all mitzvot?

Thanks,

Abraham I. Litty

Dear Abe |. Litty,

we o\l know that trick. Pretending
to have o broken arm to get out of
homewovrk. Or Forgetting to tell the
teachev, when you 've broken your
vight arm that you're a \efty. Kids,
don't try thisat home. It's not worth
it. | know someone who once l\ied
about breaking his arm. The First
pevrson he met was an orthopedist.

Now, to your question. The mitzvot
of the Tovah ave theve to help us
become the best people we can. It's
impovrtant to do the best we can,
yet God understand our limitation,
because He gave those limitations
to us! Imagine if | asked you to bake
me q cake in a kitchen without an
oven. That would be unvreasonable,
right? God does not expect, fFor
example, a person with no arms to
wear tefillin. He does not expect
someone who is completely deaf to
hear the shofar. Similarly, someone
with learning disabilities that
prevent him from studying Torvah,
may be exempt From studying,
depending on how severe those

disabilities are (although
in maony cases, it's a
matter of Finding out
the way that person
\earns).

Theve are O Few 9groups
OF people who are not Fully
obligated in the wmitzvot. The
troth is that every kid begins
completely exempt. Obviously,
O baby has no need to FU\FIl any
mitzvot. As childven become oldev,
it is oppvopnqte For them to leavrn,
but fhey ve not Fully obligated and
can't fully participate until they
vreach the level of maturity that
we call bar or bat mitzvah. only at
that time can they rvecite kiddush
For someone else, read the Torah ov
join a minyan.

People who are mentally incapable
of understanding (the Talmud uses
the word "shoteh"), do not need to
keep the mitzvot. | can't give you
an exact medical determination of
how capable a person has to be m
ovrder to become o 'mitzvah man.
A Rabbi would need to be asked
about each specific case.

The Talmud also discusses someone
who can neither hear nor speak.
Before modern innovations in sign
\onquage and education For the
hearing impaired, and OF course,
before the invention of hearing
aids, people who weve deafg and
mute togetherhadverylittie ability
to learn and truly join society.
In maony ways, people with these
conditions, during ancient times,
were not able to develop mentally,
without appvropriate educational
techniques. It would have still
been appvopriate For them +to
join in as much as they were able
(like a pre- bar mitzvah child),
but they would have had no strict
obligations. Howeveyr, with modern
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technology and innovations, this
has changed. Nearly o\l hearing
impaired individuals can now \learn
to speak, and through hearing
aids and cochlear implants, many
peop\e can veqom hearing as well.
It's very clear in Jewish law that
someone who can either hear ov
speak is completely obligated as a
Fu\l Fledged adult Jew. Inaveryrave
case when an mdwnduo\ can't hear
ovr speak at all, it's debated whethevr
use Of sign language is 9ood enough
to consider them "speakers.

continued from front

he lowered his gaze a bit, and

Please keep in mind, this whole
discussion is only about obligations
in mitzvot. It goes without saying
(but hey, I'l say it anyway) that every
humaon being deserves complete
vrespect, care and \love.

Take o ook around you. People arve
so drastically different, and every
person has his or her challenges.
Hopefully we 've all \earned by now
that being movre physically, mentally
or monetarily capable than someone
e\se doesn't make usanybetter. Every
person has their own path to walk,
and evevry person desevrves Friendship
ond respect to help them get theve.

Have - - Nageel\a Shabbat,

e Rk

Stump the Rabbi is a forum where kids can ask
ANY Jewish question.
Have a question? Please send it in to
stump@nageelawest.org
Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed

have to g

0" in the Torah. We

saw a boy about his age... in
a wheelchair. The boy, whose
hame was Tim, invited Jason
to come in, as he explained his
situation. Tim loved sports.
He was an avid swimmer and
skater. But a car accident had
severely injured his legs, and
he would be wheelchair bound
for mahy months. “Now I
cah't eveh climb the stairs.
Someohe has to carry me up.”

Jason finally realized what
he had been missing. Having
something is only useful if you
are able to use it.

S+udging Torah is one of the
most important things we
cah do. It teaches us how to
live, helps us think and reason,
ahd makes us better people.
Yet it can't do these things
simply by living in our heads.
Ih order for the Torah we've
studied to be meaningful, we

must walk in the path that it
teaches us. If we don't use the
moral and spiritval legs the
Torah helps us gain, then the
knowledge we have is a cool
looking, unused skatepark, or
a tall but unclimbable spiral
staircase.

Le+s shift from bemg “in
Jrhe know” to being “in the
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Greatest Of Al Cfime_

Give him an
egg Iant, and

500 children

HEIPJUSIEUNDRSORSCHOIARSHIPS!

Tube

Subscribe to the “Rabbi Locker” YouTube channel
for weekly Selfie Torah videos, educational,
entertaining and informational videos.
tinyurl.com/selfietorah

Subscribe to the Camp Nageela West YouTube
channel for up to date Nageela content.
www.youtube.com/nageelawest
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SUN, JUNE 10 LAS VEGAS YEAR END BOWLING EVENT

Birth pdpayI

to Nageela family members
celebrating their birthdays this
week!

Zeidy Locker
Manny Rosen
Gabriel Hafter
Gabby Rivera
Ashley Sellen
Rivkie Wyne
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