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The Plague of Math

by Rabbi Dani Locker

“Pwm on a clock here, could we
please get this over with? These
plagues are going to take how
long?” 1F | were Pharaoh, that
might have been one of my ques-
Hons. My other questions might
have sounded like, “How did this
porcapine get into my pillow case?”
and “Did someone turn the lisktc
out?” You are frobablw Camiliar
with the 10 plagues God brought
wpon the igv\fﬂom.s, but did you
know that they took a full year?
Yup, & full year.

| know you probably hate math.
Math could have been the L1+
plague. Baut only if it was bad at
math, becanse 10 doeswt equal
Il. ¢ven | know that. Neverthe-
less, 1’d like to figure out how they
took a year. tach plague lasted a
month (the actual plague was one
weel, with +ime before and after

fofak“ing

a month).

T

So one plague per month, Fimes
ten plagues equals... anyone? 10
months. So how did that turn into
a whole year? The answer is that
there were two month- long time
outs. N\M{.’

The great sixteenth century rabbi
known as Maharsha explains """“1’
The ¢gyptians were big believ-

ers in oui‘rclosw and had great
faith in the power of the stars and
constellations. Had the plagues
ended after just ten months, Pha-
raokh and his cronies w\is\nf have
claimed that our 6od had no power
over those two constellations, and
f\,\u\ might have- even affer the

incredible, terrible plagues- re-

fused to believe in God and to
give in. ‘\A{T\nem?ore
the \\§ plagues has
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whole year.

Are you Hr\inkins what ’m Hr\inkins? No, it iswt a
plot to take over the world. IPs that the math still
doesw’t work!l 1€ there were no plagues during 2
months, Pharaokh might still claim that God has no
power over those two months. Think aboat it. P11
give you the answer in a minate, bat I’ll be super

impressed if you Haink of it on your own.
Wait for it...

0k, if you read the answer and you accurately fig-

the Jewish people as a
nation). As we were

preparing to leave ¢gyvpet, >

"%s,-,,,%
Tom page i

packing our grilled cheese
sandwiches and asking the
post office to hold our mail,

God interrupts our preparations
with what seems +o be a very random
commandement. We are told to establish a Jewish
calendar and to make Nissan (the month of Pass-
over) the first month. 0K. | 9@.‘1‘ that s import-

lyar Sivan Tamuz Av Ellul Tishrei
BLOOD FROGS LICE BEASGS PILAGUE
Cheshvan Kislev Teves Shevat Adar Nissan
BOIILS E}IHL LOCQSGS DHIRK
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ured it out, email me and P’ll give you a shout out N
next week!l I1F not, dowt worry, | didw’t figure it

out on My own either.

The plagues started and ended in the middle of
the month. We know that becanse Passover is on
the 15th of the month. So even with two Fime outs,
there was a plague during every constellation’s
time. Take a look at the diagram above.” ¢ach
month has part of & plague in it. I+s pretty amaz-
ing if you think about it, how careful God was to
make sure people would understand, at least one
tHime in \rd.d-orv\, that He has complete and total

control over all aspects of nature.

This is also perhaps, a reason for the first mitzvah
in the Torah Cat least, the first mitzvah siven to
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ant, but it’s always seemed a bit weird to me that
this calendar commandment is sandwiched (grilled
cheese again?) right in middle of our travel prepa-
rations. But now; now it makes a lot more sense.
The miracles of the plague actually had a lot to

do with the calendar, and specifically with the 12
months. That sounds like an appropriate time to
give the mitzvah of keeping our special calendar.

Our lessons from this? Maybe one lesson is learn
your math well, becanse it may save you some-
day from an evil king. Also, WOW, how careful
and specific God is with every detail. Not just the
details of the plagues were planned, but even the
¢ven the
timing of when each commandment was given to

exact moment in time each would come.

the Jewish people. Cooll
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Hey Charles,
check out this an-
cient heirogrlyphic
tablet [ found in
the tomb!

PICKLg JEWG
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Online Translation:

Dear Pharaolﬁ,

Your stone tablet copy of “An F:ggptian Guide to
the goc[s and fine French cuisine” is overdue
3,529 years, 4 months and 17 clags.. Your current
fine stands at 456,000 goHen Pieces.

We aPPrieciate our business.

Pithom Public Li rary

{} THE MOST EXCITING MIDDLE SCHOOL EVENT OF THE MONTH %

massively multiplayer
city vs. city competition

tuesday, jan. 26th
8pm pacific time
win the incredible
quickflip hegadie!

Chance te win an iPad,
gift cards and more

prizes!

Mare fun that you grow on

a tree

Sign up by Sunday (jan 26) at
nageelawest.crg/chapterwars




Stump the Rabbi is a forum where k-ids can

ask- ANU Jewish question.

Have a question? Please send it in fo
ump@nageelanest org

Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed

Stump the Rabj;

#156 The General Rule

Hi Rabbi,

Boy do | have a lot of questions. First
of dll, who do you have to win the
super bowl this year? Also, | was won-
dering about Shabbat. All | hear about
is Shabbat, shabbat, shabbat, shabbat,
shabbat. It seems to be such a big and
important part of being Jewish, but

| don’t really understand &. Why no
work-? Why dll the pravers? Why is
it every week, and why on Saturday?
Can you explain the different customs
and obsevances? Basically, can vou
gve me a mn down of the what, why,
when, where, and how of Shabbat?

Thanks,
Esther R.

Dear R Ester,

Shabbat? Never heard of it. s that some
sort of Jewish custom? Let me check
Wikipedia. While we're waiting, definitely
going for the Uankees in the Super Bowl.
0K, now I'm ready. There are so many
parts to understanding Shabbat that this
might fake a couple of weeks.

Captain Adam First was one of the finest
officers in the entire army. His strategies
were usually on point, he commanded the
respect of his troops, and his uniform
always look-ed freshly pressed and perfect:
The general was pleased with Gapt. First’s
work, and generally thought of him as his
top go- 10 guy. Until it happened. The
regiment was in the midst of an important
and sensitive military operation in enemy
territory. The general gave his orders, dand
everything was going smoothly. Then, the
enemy forces did something unanticipated,
and the captain reacted. Captain First’s first

REGISTRATION 1S UNDERWAUY FOR

CAMP NAGEELA WEST 2021 IN

JEWTAH

3 WEEKS, SPORTS, HORSEMANSHIP, NATURE,
FREENDSHIPS, CREATIVE SPECIALTIES, WATER

1D

GIRLS SESSION

SPORTS, JEWISH PRIDE AND EXCITEMENTS!

DAUS TO CAMP NAGEELA WEST

thought was, “I should follow the general’s
orders. Captain First’s second thought was,
‘I am the best strategist in this army. |
can do this on my ownl He ignored the
general’s orders, and used his own plan.
it seemed to work- out fairly well and he
was pleased with himself. The general was
not. The captain’s neglect
of his superior’s orders could w
have put other units at extreme

risk-.

Over
the
next
few

months,
the captain,
impressed
with his own
brilliance,
and not

I

DAUS TO CAMP NAGEELA WEST
BOUS SESSION

Find out about our summer 2021 and see photos from 2020 at nageelawest.org
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redlizing how the big picture in the army
was effected, started making more and
more boldly independent decisions, often
forgetting about direct orders from the
general himself.  The general decided he
needed to act. He did not want to fire
Captain Adam, because of his obvious
potential for greatness. Uet, he needed to
do something. Adam must be constantly
reminded that he was not in charge, and
his falents must be used in the service
of the army, under the direction of the
general. He came up with a plan.

The following Tuesday, Captain Adam First
was paged to come to the general’s office.
At the office, the chief officer explained
to Adam that from now on, though he
would still be a high ranking officer, each
Tuesday he would lose his privileges for that
day.  On Tuesday he would not have his
persondlly chauffeured humvee available,
his private secretaries doing his work- or
tunning errands for him. He would not be
allowed to wear his rank insignia, and he
would not be allowed to give any orders to
troops. But that wasn’t all. The general
wanted his captain to also remember who
was in charge, so he continued with the
rest of the Tuesday rules. Every Tuesday,
the captain was to report to the general’s

Want to stay in the
loop? Text the word
NAGEELAWEST to
22828

==

office where he would work- as the general’s
persondl assistant, pouring coffee, making
photo copies, and driving the general around
Once per week, Captain First would be
reminded of who wasnt in charge, and
who was.

God had a problem. That doesn’t sound
rignt. Let's try that dgain.  The world
had a problem, and God had a solution.
The problem was US made. | don't mean
made in the USA™ | mean the problem
was made by us, the human race. God
created humans fo be great. He gifted us
intelligence, passion, creativity, desire, love,
and so many other great abilities. Look
at what weve done. We've created great
art, walked on the moon, and made an
app o do silly dances. We've constructed
massive sk-uscrapers, bridges and wondrous
technology. I is SO easy (just like the
captain) fo think about how great we
are, and forget who is truly in charge, and
that our talents should be used within the
system He created and His instructions. We
forget that all too often. God’s solution?
ONE DAU A WEEK (in this case it’s not
Tuesday- gotcha there) we stop doing
all the things that make us forget God
We stop our working and our schooling.
In fact, we stop most creative activities.
Instead, we spend time ledrning from ‘the
general” We go to sunagogue, say special
pravers, hear the Torah being read, recite

Kiddush and havdalan;to

remind ourselves that God

created the world in 6 daus

and rested on the seventh.

In short, we do everything we

can to use Shabbat as a reminder

that all our talents come from God and
He is truly in charge.

Guess what? It worked! We're 4000 years
into the Jewish experiment’ and we ds a
nation- particulary those who keep Shabbat
holy and special- have not forgotten who
is the general.

Have a Nageela Shabbat,

the Rabbi

THAT AWKWARD MOMENT WHEN/YOU'TURN
YOUR STAFFINTO/A SNAKE...
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AND IT TURNS OUT PHARAOH IS A PARSELMOUTH

COMINGITHISIWEEK:

SUNDAY- Arizona Leadership Event Online
SUNDAY- Orange County Leadership Event Online
MONDAY- Las Vegas Crafts Event
MONDAY- San Diego Leadership Event
TUESDAY- CHAPTER WARS- Bad Apple Edition
WEDNESDAY- LA Valley Fruitman Driveby Event
THURSDAY- LA City Tu B’Shvat Seder



Which 29 ?Haw\
medical exferb]r.s rode on
ambulance clhariots?

Pt\rameo\ics‘.
Our

SOCIaI C|oseness Do you have a better joke? | sure hope so!

STIMULUS
PACKAGE | IRV

Is worth so much more than $600!

USE YOUR STIMULUS CHECK TO GIVE YOUR CHILD q, v H 0 D 0 yo U

OUTDOOR TIME AND PERSONAL SOCIAL INTERACTIONS w

BY SIGNING THEM UP AT NAGEELAWEST.ORG/STIMULUS 1 tt

AND WE’LL MATCH YOUR CHECK! WRITE DO
NOT TOUCH" IN

oUCH! GROAN!

Aurelia Zohar
Jet Zohar
Max Zohar

'“'APP 9 Sky Zohar
X Kayla Bauman
BlkT '"'D‘Ag-' Matthew Hollander
Rest wishes o our Ariel Wexler

friends and family  Shoshana Wexler
members celebrating Devon Singer
this week
WWW.nageelawest.org A/
info@nageelawest.org el
844-NAGEELA
@NAGEELAWEST JOYFULLY EXPERIENCES

\ase\? West Coask

breaks the mold of old school sewish outreach by
providing out- of- the- box social and
educational programs for Jewish
children across the West Coast.
Through afterschool activities,
weekend retreats and our
signature summer camp, we
engage elementary and middle
school children in a fun and
meaningful experience.

Our “questions encouraged”
mindset makes Nageela a
comfortable learning and growing
environment for Jewish children of
all backgrounds.




