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Patented Protection

by Rabbi Dani Locker

| waswt sare what to do. | had jast
bought a brand new, beantiful felt
fedora hat. | was excited to wear it,
and 5o | brushed it carefully, placed
it on my head at a very slight tilt,
and prepared to step out the door.
Then | heard it. The steady dram-
beat of rain pounding away on the
cobbled path in front of my house.
It was coming down hard. If you
know anb\f‘:\ins about hats, V\ou\’u
know that rain and felt hats don’t
mix well. One 9o0d downpour would
likely land Hiis hat in wy kids’
dress-up bin. What to do. What.
To. Do.

| instinctively reached for my
large, sturdy umbrella. |
opened it inside the
house (HAL) and
prepared to brave
the weather. But
wait! This was no good. With an
ambrella wp top, noboo\v‘ would

see

my spiffy headgear. 11 used the
umbrella, the hat would be ob-
scured. €1 didn’t, it would be
soaked. Hmmm. | came wp with a

perfect solution.

| mounted "y hat on top of the um-
brella and stepped outsidel!

Does that sound as ridiculous to you

as it does to me?

1€ you read this Torah portion
cara{:u\ll»\ (qeo\\/\, | know you hav-
en’t- don’t worru\) you w\is\r\f notice
:omzﬂdns similar. The Torah
tells us how the special temple
furniture was fo\ckeo\ we
(remember, the tem-
ole we wsed while
wr ancestors
were fraveﬁns
through the



ert was portable) and transported. Most of the H’“’“S""

pieces (the menorak, for example) was covered by The Aron (no, not Aron
?

a blue wool sheet (beantiful and respectable but e brother of Moses) was o

not very effective for keeping out rain and dust) bauica\l\w & trank made of

%
and then with a tackhash skin (we’re not 100% sure wood and 3°‘°\ and it held Hae %W
)
‘;""'Pagt’-1

what a tachash was, possibly a rainbow unicorn, holiest artifacts on Sarth: Hae
>

but either way its skin was wsed) above the wool Fwo tablets (and probably some other

as & protective covering. There was one exception, important items such as & Torah scroll, a jar of

Manna, and the broken shards of

the first tablets). When the Aron,
which is also called The Ark (no,
not THAT ark) was packed wp, it was

first covered by the tachash- skin
GALACTICALLY SYNDICATED COMIC STRIP patent pending weather seal Chey,
we should make umbrellas outta
that stuff... "‘Q‘ﬁﬂ) and then blue
wool went on top of the tachash.
That’s odd. If the tachash was
meant to be the weather protector,
w\m1 would it be UNDER the blue

wool?

Al of the temple furniture was ‘I\O‘w
and special. There’s no denying
that. The way 6od wants us to
interact with the world and spiritu-
o\lH‘a\ is bt\ acting in & natural way.
We go to work to earn a livins, we
take medicine to relieve illness, and
we drink pickle juice to... ummm...
just ‘canse. That’s why we kept the
tachash protection at the top for
ALMOST all of the items. The Aron
holds the Torah, representing the
Torah. Torah is different. Under-
standing Torah and studying Torah
is not based on the natural laws.
FOMAN POTENTIAL |+ O I+s not based on brain cells, or

GOD SERVING SUGGESTION
- . any other normal measurement of
infel\igcnce. s fo\re\V\ a spiritual,
God- given process. The blue wool
looks like the sky and represents
God and heaven. When it comes to
Torah- when it comes to the ark-

‘A’hrf v ;
A"TH 1 4 VllF[S"l!S RICH IN TORAH

OBSERVANCE ARE PROVEN TO

EPRESSION - N .
REDUCE THE NSKII\II:I?EMPTIH!»SSV‘ ; e rot ec Hon

we place heaven above the natural

VO OIAEEL) | Sometimes iPs just worth wearing
hllgs Uro/ Sl Do . the hat on top of the umbrella.




an expanded topical discussion

The Torah contains 613 official commandments along with countless moral
lessons. Ever wonder why God presented us with JUST TEN OF THEM on
the tablets? Are they more imporianit than all the others?

There are many explanations. Iere I'll attemplt to show how each of the BIG TEN helps us
dervelop a core character trait. Enjoy, and please email me your comments or questions.




WHATYA\WEE youehts

THIS PAST WEEK, WE HAD OVER 200
MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS AT IN Q
PERSON EVENTS... q?
<)

MONDAY- Las Vegas (Jewnior LNL)
TUESDAY- ARIZONA
WEDNESDAY- Park City CHEESECAKE
WEDNESDAY- LA City Flower making
WEDNESDAY- Portland Paint event
THURSDAY- LA Valley scavenger hunt
THURSDAY- LA City (7-8 grade)
THURSDAY- Denver DEFY

GRAVADY ,
) ALL NIGHTER agecv

8TH GRADERS ONLY ad counsele
S l . SariBabad upen
ISRAELI MUSIC Saﬁ;iagzwfht w

FALAFEL EATING CONTEST '" :30pm

KRAY MAGA WORKSHOP : bﬂ&{ﬁm

tz

2ngagemen

te Pertland JewnierINCSY]

DRICE: $50 | DirecteryDeverah'krautlen
HRIOTIBRING'? giving birth'te twins!}

IF IT'S \"o R FIRST TIME: $25
PO ask burning

(questions

Wednesday night, May 19t get guaranteed
8:00-8:45pm pacigc './ discounts

on zoom
317-427-7225 — m



Stump the Rabbi is a forum where k-ids can Stump t\‘e kabbi

ask- ANU Jewish question.
Have a question? Please send it in to
ump@nageelanest org
Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed

Note: We call this ‘Stump The Rabbi® for fun, but that’s not really the point
The godl is to leam something important in an interesting way

#171 Montho-theism

Dear MonThly,

That is very perceptive of you. In fact
you are correct that in the five books of
Moses, and in most of the other biblical
bookss, the months are simply numbered,
and not named. The first time our now
Hebrew month names’ appear in biblical
literature is in the Book- of Esther (ALA
the Purim Megilla). So where did they
come from?

Hi Rabbi,

I noticed something, and 1d lik-e to see
if 'm right. The Jewish months all
have names, like. well, | dont remember,
really. | remember Nissan because #'s a
car company. | noticed that the Toran
doesn’t use those name, | don’t think-.
So where did these names come from?
What do they mean? If they're not in
the Torah, what makes them Jewish?

Thanks, When our people first emerged from Equpt
as a nation, there was a certain pride in
Monique Thalya counting the months from the exodus. As

You mentioned, Passover is in the month
of Nissan. That month was referred fo
as The First Month’ because & was our
first month as a free people. lyar was
our second month, and so on. For nearly

M a thousand years +his numerical
SER = homenclature
J\ (Which is a

\\&@
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REGISTRATION IS UNDERWAU FOR
CAMP NAGEELA WEST 2021 IN
JEWTAH

3 WEEKS, SPORTS, HORSEMANSHIP, NATURE,
FREENDSHIPS, CREATIVE SPECIALTIES, WATER
SPORTS, JEWISH PRIDE AND EXCITEMENT!

GIRLS SESSION

pointlessly long and snobbish word for
fname’) was used because, well, Moses, the
plagues, the macaroons.. leaving Equpt was
the best thing that happened o us. There
was also a spirtual element, that every time
someone would say, “Hey, s the eighth
month, woohoo!” they were dactually mak-ing
a reference to the exodus, which is a daily
mitzvah (see Ramban o Exodus 12.1)

In a similar vein, i you call the days of
the week by their numbers that never
changed) instead of their English names
(today is the third day of the week) you're
actudlly making a Shabbat reference.
That's a mitzvah tool

The Midrash tells us that when the Jews
returned fo lsrael just after the Purim
story- after decades under Babylonian

and Persian control, we brought new
month names with us.  They were dctually
Babylonian names which mean different
things.  Some may actudlly have been
names of pagan gods. Oh.

Let’s compare and contrast the two trips to

040 0693

DAUS TO CAMP NAGEELA WEST

DAUS TO CAMP NAGEELA WEST
BOUS SESSION

Find out about our summer 2021 and see photos from 2020 at nageelawest.org



Stump t\gﬁdkaﬁbi

contl

Isvael out of exile.

Out of Equpt- led by Moses and Joshua.
QOut of Persia- sanctioned by the Persian
King.

Out of Equpt- Became a nation and
received the Torah

QOut of Persia- There doesn't seem fo be
any| national turming point

Out of Egupt- Built the first temple,
which was full of mircles

A cheese Facforc\ in France
was destroued by a tornado...

Qut of Persia- The second temple was
lack-ing five miraculous elements

Out of Egypt- There was lots of
prophecy.

Qut of Persia- Prophecy basically didn’t
exist during the second temple era.

Look-ing at this contrast, WHY would we
use the Persian month names instead
of the names which remind us of the
incredible Eguptian exodus?

There was something that the Jews

sSome Ghﬂfﬁg‘ﬁﬁgg jokes for

Swiss clheese can never be part
of & low fat diet... becanse
i+’s made from hole milk!

brought back- from

Persia that they didn’t

have before. At the time

of the Purim miracle, there

Was a massive dcceptance

of the Torah with love, while

the original acceptance of the Tordh

was more tied to awe of God. This love
created such a heightened sense of
connection to God (evidenced by the fact
that dolatry and other big- time sins
were apparently not as present during the
second temple era) that our sages wanted
to keep a piece of that. So whenever
you think of the month as Ellul or Kisle,
or any of the others, remember that
we're giving a nod to the great Torah
rendissance that began in Persia.

Have a Nageela Shabbat,

the Rabbi

all that’s left is da briel

What’s a pirate’s favorite cheese?
C\hed arrrr

HAPPY
‘BIRTHDA!J.'

Best wiskes to our friends and family members

Someone attacked me by throwing dough,

cheese and tomato sance at me.

| sarad,

“You wanna pizza me?”

N‘r\t\ does all cheese look sensible?

Becanse everyone else on the plate is
crackers!

0UCH! GRRRROAAAN!

Have a better joke and want a shoutout in Nageela Shabbos? Just email it to o\loLk:anmszzla\wz:f.ora

Want to stay in the

loop? Texttheword ——— 'l

NAGEELAWEST to
22828

WWW.nageelawest.org

info@nageelawest.org "‘;‘y
e~ Nageela

@NAGEELAWEST
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JOYFULLY JEWISH EXPERIENCES

celebrating this week-...

Ashley Sellen Rina
Gabby Rivera Greenberg
Gabriel Hafter Shimshon Levin
Maxim Quint Rivk-a Wyne
Tuvia Reback Ari Polonsk-y
Eliyahu Mink-owich
e\ West Coask

breaks the mold of old school Jewish outreach
by providing out- of- the- box social and
educational programs for Jewish children
across the West Coast. Through afterschool
activities, weekend retreats and our
signature summer camp, we engage
elementary and middle school children in

a fun and meaningful experience.

Our “questions encouraged” mindset

makes Nageela a comfortable learning and
growing environment for Jewish children of

all backgrounds.



