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Nearly there! Just about a week before Lag Ba’Omer, let’s reflect a bit upon

the time period of the year known as Sefirat Ha’Omer. The talmud tells us of /I//a,geé Tov///:
24,000 great men, students of Rabbi Akiva who perished in a plague, just about _ o _
2,000 years ago. In mourning of their loss, we mark a period of sadness each year |EEEEACORCRAIDECHRSIES
(see last week’s edition of Nageela Shabbos). But the Talmud doesn’t actually say Zvi and Betty Ryzman in recognition

. . f your dedication to Harbotzas Hatorah
“24,000 students.” The precise words are “12,000 pairs of students.” Yeah, | can SRl T s 2

do the math, but why word it in such a strange way?

The Talmud is teaching a valuable lesson. A person can not grow or achieve VERY PUNNY
greatness alone. Whether it’s study or any other part of life, human beings were
built to function within a team. A pair. For Torah study, that means a study partner.
No matter how brilliant you might be, you’ll always understand things more clearly
when discussing with another. For life, it's a good friend or spouse, who can work WHO WAS THE GREATEST

with you as a team to become better people. BABYSITTER IN JEWISH
v peop HISTORY?

This is emphasised by the reason the Talmud gives for their deaths; lack of
respect for one another. Their success could only come about by working together KING DAVID.
with a great degree of mutual respect, and their demise came because they lacked ~ HE ROCKED GOLIATH TO
it SLEEP!

“Who is a wise man? He who learns from every person.” Let’s take this HAVE REALLY CORNY PUN?
important concept to heart and listen to the thoughts and opinions of all our peers, EMAILITTO
even if we’re wayyyyy Smarter. / DLOCKER@NAGEELAWEST.ORG
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that ( need Yyour advice with. (have a great family
(that’s wnot my problem) and they are happy that
Um Llearning and growing in wmy_Jewish L ewtitg.
As | Learn wmore about Judaism, 1've started to realize
that my parents do not keep mawau] of the wmitzvot
the same way | would Like to. | don't want to be
disrespectful and start fights, but | also want to
leep the Torah better. What should ( do?

PARKING
<€ ONLY >

ALL OTHERS WILL
BE PLAGUED

Tal oren

Dear Tor(e)wn

(f it makes you feel any better, Your question is
thousands o? years old and has been discussed
by some of the greatest minds in history. As an
extreme example, our great forefather Avraham,
recognizing that there was only one God, had to
deal with a father who manufactured statues for
worship. “Please save me, O wmighty Barbiel” was
a common phrase in his house. He had wo cholce
but to refuse his parents’ authority. Buuuuut, it
doesn't sound like Your parents are genuflecting to
GlJoe figures, so Your solution is less obvious.

Hownoring Yyour parents wmade the top tem Llist.
Literally. When God gave us the Torah on Mount
Sinai, He presented the ten commandments, which
are ten fundamentally important ideas that are
highlights ofthe Torah. Notonly that; did you notice
that the commandments are on two separate tablets?
The first tablet (Yyeah, the one on the right, | know
it’s backwards) deals with “cod stuff” (ya know,
like not worshipping Barbie, keeping Shabbat and
avoiding swearing tn God’s name) and the Left side
is about “People stuff” (ot murdering, kidnapping
and stuff). quess which stde talks about honoring
your parents. (No, there’s no third stde. wWhat are
You talking about?) tt’s on the “God side” because
It’S  S00000OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOD
0000O0OODOODOOOOOOOODOOOOOOOOOODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOD
0000O0OODOODOOOOOOOODOOOOOOOOOODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOD
00000ODOOOOOODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOD
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buportant! It’s also true that listening to God is

more lmportant, so if there’s a direct argument Like:

DAD: Hey Tal.  want You to go murder Bob on your

way howme from school. OK?

GqoD: Uh, wmurdering someone on the way howme

from school is totally wot cool.

You: Maybe UL just skip school.

DAD and GOD: No way are You skipplng school!

(1 get way too carried away with my imagination.

Did ( ever tell you the story about the... there [ go

again)

n the above conversation. LUisten to God. Find a

new parent, or something. Anod warn Bob to sta

away from Your house. Sowmetimes children who
learn new tnformation about Judaism rush to
criticize and fight with their parents. That's wot
cool either. Of course, every situation is different.

Speak with your Earewts au’c leave Bob out of it).

Speak with a Rabbi. 90 of the time, you'll be able

to come up with a plan that works if Yyou approach it

respectfully.

Your case brings to mind a student i had man
ears ago who decided to start wearing tzitzit every
ay. After a few months of tense fighting at home,

his wmother called, clearly upset. “Why does he have

to wear those ugly strings down to his feet?”

He had gotten tzitzit way too big for himself and

instead of calmly discussing whether he could

get a better fitting pair and tuck thewm in, had
insisted on wearing them, trailing own the floor.

Pon't be that kid. For Bob’s sake, approach your

parents respectfully, and 'm sure youw'll all make

yourselves and God much happier.

Have a Nageela shabbat,

the Raobbe

Stump the Rabbi is a forum where kids can ask ANY Jewish question.
Have a question? Please send it in to
stump@nageelawest.org
Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed

Live in Phoenix or Tucson? Email us to find out about

THIS WEEK'S Nageela open houses in your city!



