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Ready for math class?  Here goes:
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If you understood that, you’re a 
serious math whiz and you’re ready 
for the SAT (Silly Association of 
Torah) exams. If you didn’t, you’re 
probably better off.  Next thing 

you know, 
I’ll start 

publishing with 
a weekly re-
bus…. Hey…  
back to the 
matter at hand.

There was no 
food, pretty 

much anywhere, except Egypt, 
because Joseph had planned for a 
rainy day.  Or more accurately, for 
a very unrainy day.  After telling 
his bros who he actually was (his 
exact wording was, “Have you ever 
heard of the Carbonaro effect?” 
Maybe), he invited them to come 
down to Egypt where he would 
take care of them.  Jacob brought 
everyone down to Egypt; and ex-
tended family numbering 70 peo-
ple.  Then they all lived happily 
ever after.  I said that as a joke, 
but they kind of did.  
While Joseph 
and his 
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brothers were still alive, the Egyptians didn’t start any real persecution.  They 
were quite friendly to the Jews.  They provided some of the best valued property 
in Goshen for Jacob to settle his family.  And then the hunger and thirst ended.  
There was once again, plenty in the land.  And Jacob picked up his family and 
moved back to Israel.. right?
No.  That didn’t happen.  The hunger ended, there was plenty, and then Jacob lived 
for another 17 years in Egypt.  He did not bring his family back home.  Why not?

I posted this question on Facebook a couple of days ago.  I’d love to share with 
you some of the answers I got.

Thanks to everyone who 
contributed to this won-
derful Torah discussion on 
Facebook!  There is a lot of debate and many more 
suggestions on the actual facebook thread.  Take a 
look there!
Here are a few observations of my own:
There seems to be some hint that Jacob knew he would be staying for a while.  God commanded him to go 
down to Egypt, and promised he would ‘bring him back up’ yet many commentaries seem to feel that Jacob 
understood this was part of the earlier prophecy that Jews would be strangers in a strange land for a long 
time.  
Yet the Hagaddah, y’know that long book you zip through at the seder?  The Hagaddah tells us Jacob 
didn’t go in order to ‘stay’ in Egypt, rather to be temporary residents.  That doesn’t sound like he planned 
on staying.  Could it be both, that he planned on staying and didn’t plan on staying?  I think perhaps, 
Jacob knew he was going to stay.  Yet he tried very hard not to feel that way.  We’ve been in exile now for 
two thousand years, yet some of us feel like we are at home in our surroundings, and some few, very spe-
cial people, recognize that whatever land we Jews find ourselves, we’re not actually home.  This is an atti-
tude we can learn from Jacob.  Be successful, live where you need to live, raise a happy and healthy fam-
ily there.  Yet always remember that it isn’t home.  Be a temporary resident.  Even if you’re there for two 
thousand years.
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HAPPY HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY!BIRTHDAY!

MAZEL TOV!Mazel Tov to Nageela 
West Head Counselor  
Yehuda and Rochel Leiter 
on the birth of a baby 
boy this week!
Mazel tov to big sister 
Toby, CNW aunts and 
uncles, Aharon, Tzvi, 
Aryeh and Chaya!
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Dear Rabbi,

I’ve been wondering about the Jewish 
practice of having a bris. I heard that 
it’s healthier.  Is that true?  Why else 
would we do it?  

Thanks
Ashton Theodore Dayle

Dear A TH Day(le)

Here’s a story that happened to the great 
Rabbi Akiva.    Some of the details may 
have been slightly changed.  A Roman 
Governor who used to like annoying Rabbi 
Akiva. He came to the Rabbi one day and 
asked him, “What’s better, things that 
God created or things that people create?”  
[What would you say?] He was expecting 
Rabbi Akvia to tell him that God’s creations 
were better, but that is exactly the opposite 
of what the Rabbi did.

“The creations of man are way better!” 
said Rabbi Akiva.

“What now?  Why?  How?”

Then Rabbi Akiva walked over to the 
fridge and removed two items.  One was 
an ordinary stalk of wheat. The kind you 
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ask ANY Jewish question. 
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Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed.

#152  What Milah Worry?
only see in pictures but have never met 
unless you live on a farm.  In his other 
hand he held a box.  

“Do you want to see what’s in the box?,” 
asked Rabbi Akiva.

“Please show me.,” replied the governor.  “All 
at once it smells so delicious and savory, 
yet so unhealthy and painful.”

With a slight grin, Rabbi Akiva opened the 
box to show a dozen fresh glazed Krsipy 
Kreme donuts, fresh off the conveyor 
belt (don’t ask me why he went to the 
fridge).  “What do you think is better 
now?  Things made by God (the wheat) 
or made by man?”

“Wellllll... That depends.  May I have one?”

Rabbi Akiva was showing a key idea that 
we believe in.  God has made this world 
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for people to improve.  The world has all 
the materials we need, but it’s our job, both 
physically and spiritually to perfect it.  The 
Romans believed the human form is perfect.  
There was no need, in their view, to work 
on improving ourselves, or really trying to 
make the world a better place either.

One of the ideas of Bris Milah is that God 
made people almost exactly the way He 

wanted them, but he wants us to put the 
finishing touches on.  By giving our children a 
bris, we are showing our belief that we need 
to be active partners with God in making 
ourselves and the world great.  I am no 
doctor, so I can’t tell you whether medically 
having a bris is healthier.  No idea.  Frankly, 
I think the medical world is unsure, too.  Yet 
whether it’s healthy or not, we have a vital 
reason for continuing the important goal 

Stump the Rabbi
continued

Someone swung a 
guitar really close 

to my head.

I feel like that 
was a fret.

OUCH!  GROAN!
Do you have a better joke?  I sure hope so!  

Send it to dlocker@nageelawest.org

DO YOU WANT TO RECEIVE THE NAGEELA 
SHABBOS IN YOUR INBOX EACH FRIDAY?

EMAIL DLOCKER@NAGEELAWEST.ORG WITH 
THE SUBJECT LINE, “SUBSCRIBE.”

Mighty Pharaoh, Mighty Pharaoh, 
please allow me to please allow me to 

introduce my father, introduce my father, 
JJacob!acob!

WOW!  You look 
really old.  Just how 

old are you?

Old enough to 
remember that 
you knew my 
grandparents...
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of ‘helping’ God perfect 
ourselves.

Have a Nageela Shabbat,

the Rabbi
Credit to Rabbi Mordechai Becher from whom I got 
the main idea behind this answer, some 20 years ago
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