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KpyTo
by Rabbi pani Locker

I’ve been to some strange plac-
es, spoken to some odd peo-

ple. For example, there was

this place where... never mind. |
shouldn’t tell that story. Oh, and
there was also... yeah, I'm not
going to go there either. Well, |
was talking to the director of a
school we were considering rent-
ing for camp. This school was
very into nature, so they were
very angry when someone killed
a rattlesnake, thus upsetting

the very balance of nature and
harming the universe. This fel-
low (his name was Graham, and
boy was he crackers) told us their
kitchen enjoyed serving bugs.

He told me he really enjoyed
chewing the worms,
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If you’re reading this,

Roses are red, rickles are green,
sponsor Nageela Shabbos and your name will be seen.
Contact dlocker@nageelawest.org for details

there’s a decent chance you
know that insects are quite un-
kosher, yet you might not know
why.

Little Misha comes home one
day with tears in his eyes.

“What happened Misha’ke?”
“The teacher hit me!”
“Why did she do that?”

“Because she asked me a ques-
tion and | didn’t know the an-
swer.”

“Well that makes sense. Teach-
er should hit children who don’t
know answers (DISCLAIMER: This
is fictional. Misha’s fictional fa-
ther’s personal belief and does
not represent the views of
this publication). This is not
\ ad good reason to cry.”

7 “But she also asked other
kids and they also didn’t
know the answer. But
she only hit me!”

¥ Misha’s father stands up
and shouts “KpyTo!
This is cause for

celebra- e
tion!” on pext Pag
He (&\(\“e

)



then proceeds to drink large
amounts of, umm, pickle juice.

“Why are you happy, Pappa?” Misha

asks, still whimpering. “I still got hit.” <

“My dear Misha’ke! If the teacher only %@W

hit you for not knowing, that means the ﬁ"’m
teacher has higher expec- pagel

tations for you. That is what
makes me happy!” GOD chose us for a

Personally, | was annoyed hlgher purpose
when a teacher told me that
in high school, and gave me a lower grade for doing the
same work as the rest of the class, because he ‘expected
- EEEEEE . more. Yet | can see now that he was empowering me to try
and achieve greatness. (I’'m still annoyed at him).
wnITl STOPl Rashi tells us that God forbade us to eat insects (and rodents
and other gross things) because He took us out of Egypt. You
know what that means? That means it’s fine for Graham and
his crew to eat tarantulas. God took US out of Egypt. He

chose US for a higher purpose, and therefore, like Misha, we
have higher expectations.

So even if you don’t appreciate the crunch of a beetle shell or
the tender mushiness of a cooked toad; maybe you

_ just like to eat lettuce without checking it for bugs.
DO YOU KNOW A JEWISH MIDDLE SCHOOLER ANY Recognize that these are not random, annoying re-
I'['HEEEVg'I; }HEJEIEI%HGEég;EggﬂI!g“TlleTﬂASE strictions God has placed upon us, but a sign of His

great esteem for us, our prestigious abilities and His
MANY OPPORTUNITIES. PLEASE CONTACT US! hopes for our greatness. Now let’s celebrate! KpyTo!
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There’s a giant wedge of
cheese blocking the door to my
synagogue and | AM SO ANGRY!

‘Don't be angry, it’s not kosher.




Stump the Rabbi is a forum where kids can
ask ANY Jewish question.

Have a question? Please send it in to
stump@nageelawest.org

Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed.

Stump the Rabj;

Note: We call this ‘Stump The Rabbi’ for fun, but that's not really the point.

The goal is to learn something important in an interesting way.

G000 Much Stucly

Hi Rabbi,

Dear Books, Marty,

I’ve heard it said (proba- you ve nailed it. Fgr‘ using 1:ourt
bly by you) that Torah isan  Pphone, you can just figure it ou
mZ{:r'Zc){l:lon book, meant to 95% of {he tlme, and you get
show us how to live our best gg‘éc‘,z’r ‘;C‘:’Cl';ln"ag?gegll? ﬁhi&r:%wer
lives. That sounds valuable. astronauts, nuclear SClentIStS’ or

But | don’t read instruction
manuals, like, ever. 1don’t
think I’ve ever cracked
open the instructions for
my phone or car. | figure it
out, and if  have a pr-oblem,
then I look up the part I’'m
having trouble with.
Yet we Jews seem to
have an obsession wd:h
studying, studyin
studymg Wh |s e
S’cudymg so import-
ant?’ It doesn’t even
seem like most of the
stud ing is ABOUT
how to [ive life,
but on obscur'e,
irrelevant laws.

Thanks,
Marty Books

REGISTRATION HﬂS
OPENED FOR
CAMP NAGEELA
WEST 2022!

DATES HAVE BEEN ANNOUNCED FOR 3
CAMP SESSION OPTIONS!
1. UTAH CAMPUS FEATURING
SPORTS, NATURE, FRIENDSHIPS &
CRERATIVE SPECIALTIES,

2. TRAVEL CAMP OPTION, OR
3. FULL NAGEELA HYBRID
EXPERIENCE!

“Nurse, scalpel,
to remove the

airline pilots shared your attitude.
Really, let’s play this out:

lease. I’'m about
all bladder.”

“Ummm, doctor, a large organ just
fell out. What is it, and where does
it go7”

= “Welllll, actually, |

don’t know what all

the organs are called,

7 laDECauSQ | just watched

YouTube video on
gallbladder removal,
and that’s de{’lmtely
nott e gallbladder. |
t m\ﬂ Probabl Hold
on, I'll look it up ”

“Doctor, | think we
need to finish this

“surgery, the vital signs...”

“Nurse, please just hold up that
organ so | can do a Goo Ie reverse
image search. Ahhh, | think that’s
the Tiver, or maybe the pancreas?
It has those little ridges on the
side. Gimme another minute...”

As you can (hopefully) see from
my'less than pleasant description,
some forms of knowledge aren’t
good Enough sitting in book,
or even in an easily searchable
internet database. True, if
you’re S|mp|y trying to figure out
whether your Etrog is large enough
to make blessing, for that you
ust look up t e answer in a
‘]((althou h to be fair, if 1 asked
ou what book to look in for that
information, and whic chapters,
you woudn’t know where to start
without some back roun study)
But the Torah is a Suide to LIFE.
That means that when life happens,
at the speed that life happens, with
all the variables and curveballs
the world throws in, the only wa
to know how to react is to be well
versed- VERY well versed in all of
the guidance the Torah offers. How
do | react when someone hurts
my feelings? In what situations
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DAYS TO CAMP NAGEELA
WEST GIRLS SESSION

DAYS TO CAMP NAGEELA
WEST BOYS SESSION

Find out about our summer 2022 and see photos
From 2021 at nageelawest.org



may | speak negatively about someone else? If
there’s an emergency on Shabbos, what do |
do? Should 1 ask someone who isn’t Jewish,
should | break Shabbos myself, or do | wait? I'm
in middle of serving dinnér and | discover the
dairr dishes were used for the chicken... and a
gazillion other questions and challenges that
come up. You’ve got to be the surgeon who
knows every millimeter of the human anatomy
and every article of medical research. You've
ot to aspire to be the quarterback who sees
e defense and can adjust to plan 8, C, D or Q
in a split second before a very large gentleman
resses your clothing with you inside. This
is why studying Torah is such an important
mitzvah. In fact, according to the Talmud, it’s
THE MOST important mitzvah because it is the

WNOUGhs

§ Eo Russel Sussman who recently
nJ celebrated his Bar Mitzvah

MAZEL TOV!

great enabler. Stuclzing every aspect
of God’s instructions, wisdom'an

the stories of people who thrived and
failed; they are the most effective way
to Succeec{ in following that guidance.

There’s a part 2, which I think I'll have to
save for next week, because this has gotten to
be rather loocoocong.

Have a Nageela Shabbos,

the Rabbi

ASK MORE QUESTIONS AT
STUMP@NAGEELAWEST.ORG
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MAZEL TOV!

to Bronson Feldman who recent-
ly celebrated his Bar Mitzvah

ANSWER OF THE WEEK

IARRIING,

NAGEELA
SESSION
JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY AT 8PM
FOR A CAMP ANGEELA WEST
INFO SESSION.

Z0OM ID: 580-485-3200

PASSWORD: NAGEELA iJaYso)| S %j|Iw UoWNY 3Nq ‘USPPIQUOY S| J0SW UOWNH

“"APP y Margot Swibel

| wrote & song about tortillas.

BlU“DAg.' R;gigll Slﬁsasyrggn é A.d..“o\uv\, T s GlF o rap.

Chanel Azouz { oUCH! GROAN!

Jacob Zalk Elad Cohen J Why dc.b“d Jokes b:o\ffen to good people? Find a
Sudah Haﬂtef‘ Aar‘on Kleiman bszer\‘oke. Send it to o\locker@naseelawuf.org
jfhllziliIeyMMiSthel gsther Nzil:ihmani \a W,

eir Maryles Lia Bitton e
Dar'b?' Kan\zoski Matthew Werblud \\a%“’- est Coast

KZ:l e I-lgr'lr;is O;'/‘eyc‘t‘ Gaﬁala br'eaklj the mcjd of old Sc{:hoo‘l‘ Je‘l:IiSh outrleac:
Ledon Gaba ordechai providing out- of- the- box social an

Sammy Le{*kov?llitz foxbruner edzcationa| programs for Jewish children
Nicole Green Liam Hershko across the West Coast. Through
www.nageelawest.or§  Want to stay in the retrae{;iesr::lno:l: :gr/:i::’e‘:rnk:\ﬁ
info@nageelawest.org  loop? Text the word camp, we engage elementary and

801-613-1539 NAGEELAWEST to middle school children in a fun and

meaningful experience.

Our “questions encouraged” mindset
makes Nageela a comfortable learning
and growing environment for Jewish
children of all backgrounds.
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