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v n n Why did God give us  wanted us to live in the Land of Israel is because
the land of Israel?  of the greater potential for awesomeness, in the
T n R n " (Please choose all  presence of the incredible Beis Hamikdash, the
that apply) crown jewel of Jerusalem (I suppose it's accurate
to call it the crown jewel of the world, as well).
(a) Because North Dakota was already taken. Yet in this week’s parsha, the Torah tells us that
(b) So that we could learn to make falafel. we get the land of Israel because the other nations
(c) Because He promised it to our forefathers. who lived there did bad stuff. While that may be
(d) Because God loves Israeli politics. true, why do the sins of the Canaananites, weird
(e) Because the other people living there were as their name may be, have anything to do with
naughty. us? God promised us the land! The Jevusites and
(f) So there would be people to sell stuff at the Veganites and the Gergashites and the Disney-
mall kiosks. ites and the North Carolinites... I'm not

(g) So that we could build a Holy Temple
and be close to Him.

(h) Because Israeli pickles are better
than dill pickles. '

sure those are all actual nations. What
does their behavior have to do with us?
Ralbag explains (that’s the title of an
awesome Rabbi who lived just about 700
years ago- he’s also called Gershonides-
not The Gershonites- that would be awkward) that
no matter what God promised us, He will never do
i anything that isn’t fair and appropriate for every-
", one whois affected. Had the Gorgonites and the
* Hamburgites (you know I'm making these names
\up, right?) not sinned, we. Would. Not. Have. En-
tered. Israel. Period. [Do | need a period after
‘the word period? Seems a bit redundant]
That means that anything that happens in the

God has many reasons for the

things He does. Surely we can't
assume to know or understand them
all. However, if you picked choice

D. you need to read the Torah again
much more closely. Or possibly
Eichah.

We know that God promised the Land
of Israel to our forefathers. Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob all had prophecies where- - world, whether it's an
in our special land was guaranteed. We also J;s’\\e'“ . 550 ,
understand that one of the reasons God k\\a“\@k'o Would'y onlf""ingt\\'\s weeKs
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earthquake, a lottery winner, a pandemic or a poor-
ly made film adaptation of a book- will not affect
you unless God actively decides it should affect

-~
you. There’s a lot of math and logistics involved, ~
and no, you cant check an app to see whether = &
you're likely to be affected. Yetwe canbecon- s
fident and secure in knowing that if we do our 8
part, be the best people and best Jewsites ‘;
we can be, we won't be negatively affected w
by incidents that occur around us. =
Was there an ancient nation called Website? ;
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Stump the Rabbi is a forum where kids can ask ANY Jewish

question.

Have a question? Please send it in to stump@nageelawest.org

(Most) questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed.

Note & Disclaimer: We call this
‘Stump The Rabbi’ for fun, but that's not

really the point. The goal is to learn something important in an interesting way.
The answers here should not be taken as halachic decisions. You should always ask a
competent Rabbi personally.

Hi Rabbi,

My science teacher keeps talking about the
Big Bang theory. I'm pretty sure Jews don't believe in the

#238

Thanks,
Bang, banqg! anks

You're created!
Dear lanstein,

Oh gosh. There are so many jokes you've just
opened the door to. What happens to criminal
photons? They get sent to prism. I'm basical-
Iy allowed to make any science joke that pops
into my head. Or bangs into my head. But the
patience of readers, like the universe, is finite.
Which is really the point, so I'll get to it. 1 hear
from many kids that they assume the Big Bang
theory contradicts the Torah. That's simply not
true. Today isn't the day when we'll get heavily
involved in Science vs. Torah debate. There's a
lot to discuss. For now I'll just talk about this
one tiny theory, called the Big Bang theory. |
am going to try to make this as simple as pos-
sible so all our readers can gain something. If
you want to understand the mat- ter
greater depth, | recommend you
read the books by Dr. Gerald
Schroeder.

You see, there was a prob-
lem. A problem with a
dude named Aristotle. He
believed, as did many oth-
er philosophers and scien-
tists, that the universe
has always existed. Like,
there was no first birthday or
bar mitzvah or anything. It was
just always there. Thatitis eternal

58

Big Bang. What should | say?

lan Stein

and infinite. Now THAT theory definitely
does not agree with the Torah's claim that
God created the universe, meaning that
first there was nothing, and then there
was something. Until around 1960, most
scientists agreed with this mistaken idea
that the universe always existed.

Then came the Big Bang theory. The
foundation of the theory is that the uni-
verse did not always exist, and then 'some
event' happened which created the uni-
verse. In other words, there was nothing,
and then there was something.

There are a few variations among scien-
tists of exactly what happened and how
it happened. Many scientists do believe
(in theory) that this explosion happened
spontaneously, like the explosion that
happens any time you
leave your 7 year old in
charge of baking a cake
all by herself. Yet those
are just details. Most
scientists at this
point agree that
something- some event
created the universe as
we know it. We like to
call that thing God. It
seems far more likely
that a universe that
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