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A Kid Friendly Week

Torah for sale? 1 did an ebay search for ‘authentic
Torah’ and it came up with an $18,000 mihiature Torah
scroll from Poland. While that's pretty cool, T wouldn't
recommend doing your holiday Torah shopping on ebay.
Aside from buying a Torah scroll, printed torah books,
and torah apps, canh you actually ‘own’ the Torah?

ell, actvally, God tried selling, or giving the Torah to

lots of different nations, according to a well known
Midrash. Before the Jews accepted the Torah oh Mount
Sinai, God offered the Torah to all the nations of the
world. All of them first asked for a preview of what
the Torah said (“Lemme check out the trailer before 1
download.”), and then turhed down the offer, unhappy
with the rules.

According to this Midrashic text, God asked the children
of Esav, the hation knowh as the Romans, whether
they would accept the Torah. Like proper ’reenaEers, their
respohse was, “What do I gotta do?” When they heard
that Torah observance ish't big on murder, they kind of
lost interest. “Eh. Killing is like our deal, man! We're
hot gohna give that up just to get some special Torah.
Anyway, we heard you can get it cheaper on ebay.”

So let’s get this straight. They didn't want the Torah
because they wanted to be able to murder, ahd murder
is forbidden by the Torah. OK. Tkinda get that. Here's my
questioh: Murder was forbidden anyway! Not just because
of some social contract. The Torah gives 7 commandments
to gentiles (that's the hame for people who aren’t Jewish)
ahd ohe of them is hot to murder. So why did they reject
the Torah
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for something they were responsible to do ahyway?
Speaking of gentiles, check out this real actual street
sigh 1 passed this week

in Utah!

ere’s what's up. We |

will always care more |
about things we agree
to on our own, then things other people tell us to do.
Our parents, teachers or bosses will always tell us their
expectations of us. Sometimes we'll listen, and sometimes
we woh't (we SHOULD, btw). But when we commit on our
owh to do something, then we are so much more likely to
do it, and do it well. The children of Esav khew that God
didn't want them to murder, but they didn't much care. 1f
they woulda accepted the Torah, then they would have
actually felt like they had to keep what they committed
to. That's why they didn't want it. This is also why you'll
sometimes fihd Jews who did not grow up committed to
the Torah, but accepted it later in their lives, or people
who didn't grow up Jewish and joined later in life, often
being super into following the Torah way of life. They
feel like they accepted it on their own terms, so they
may be more committed.

t's important for us to remember this point. We

might not feel like we've personally accepted the
Torah, because it happened so long ago. 1t's important
for each one of us to think about our cohnhection to God
and the Torah, and make our connhectioh ahd commitment
personal, and oh our owh terms.
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Nowis a great time to contact us & find out moreinfo
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Find out about our Grand Tour 2020 and see photos from GT2019 at nageelawest.org

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Haoppy Birthday to Family membevrs celebrating
this week!

Bennett warnick Abigail Rivera OUCH! GROAN!
Gideon Petevrs Ssoam Hodavra got a better joke? Email it to dlocker@
Tehi\lag Gross Alex Davidson

How do you khow that Yitro
was tired?

He lived in mid- yawn!
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