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Are all Jews righ-
teous?  Some 

people might 
want to answer 
this by quoting 

the Mishna that 
states, “All Jews have 

a portion to the world to come, as the verse [in 
Isaiah] says, “Your nation are all righteous peo-
ple.””  The Mishna seems to be telling us (or 
maybe Isaiah is telling us directly) that all Jews 
are righteous.  However, the next part of the 
Mishna tells us all the people who are excluded 
from this.  People who do terrible things like 
chewing with their mouth open, doing victory 
cele- brations after touchdowns, or getting 

in the elevator before the people 
inside get off.  Even though I 

just made up that list, and 
the ones the Mishna men-
tions are more serious (like 
denying the authenticity 
of the Torah), the Mishna 
clearly accepts that NOT all 
Jews are actually righteous.  
The Mishna’s first state-
ment then is a 

generalization.  “All Jews, BASICALLY are good.”  
When was the last time 100% of Jews were righ-
teous?  I imagine that for a time, Abraham and 
Sarah were the only Jews, in which case 100% 
of Jews were awesome.  But we can even go a 
bit farther down.  The truth is that not all Abra-
ham’s children were particularly good people.  
We know that Ishmael was virtually challenged 
(I mean that being virtuous was challenging for 
him), and we don’t know much about Abraham’s 
other children, but they are gone anyway.  Isaac 
carried on the legacy of goodness.  Not all of 
Isaac’s children rocked.  Esau was a pretty big, 
hairy disappointment.  But Jacob’s sons… sure 
they had some rough spots, but as Jacob passed 
away, he recognized that they were all tzadik-
im.  All righteous, good people.  He exclaimed, 
“Baruch shem, kevod malchuso l’olam va’ed- 
Blessed is the name of the glory of His kingdom 
for all eternity.”  
The Rabbis in the Talmud were unsure what 
to do with this information.  Jacob said some-
thing beautiful.  Maybe we should use that 

phrase as 
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we’d like to wish an awesometastic

MAZEL TOV 	                    ben bernstein
who celebrated his bar mitzvah last week!
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an 
important part of our 

prayers.  On the other hand, Moses didn’t teach 
us those words.  They’re not mentioned anywhere 
in the Torah.  That makes it seem somehow inap-
propriate to use…  So they decided we should say 
those words quietly, and indeed that’s what we do.  
But why?  What’s wrong with quoting 
Jacob?  We have lots of things in 
our prayers that were not written 
by Moses.  For example, many of 
our prayers come from chapters 
of Psalms written by King David, 
so why would we be concerned 
with Baruch Shem?
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein suggests that 
our problem is not the authorship.  Barach Shem 
is a special prayer that Jacob said because at that 
moment, he was confident that 100% of his children 
were good people.  However, there has 
never again been a time in history when 
ALL the Jewish people were good.  We 
can’t say Baruch Shem as part of our 
prayer service except on Yom Kippur, 
when we assume everyone is righteous.  
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I used to only listen to classi-
cal music.

Now I try to think outside the 
bachs.

LOLZLOLZ

Think you can do better?  You’re probably right. 
Send your jokes in to dlocker@nageelawest.org

So why do we say it quietly?  
Because when we’re focusing inward, 

it’s easy to be distracted, thinking about 
everyone else.  The lesson is that when 
we are trying to grow as people we 
should not be concerned with anyone 
else or how righteous they are.  That 

doesn’t mean we should not care 
about other people’s 

goodness.  We should 
care a lot.  At the 
right time.  However, 
when we are declar-
ing, during shema, our 

strong belief in God, 
quietly on our own, we are 

in a personal bubble.  So even 
though not everyone in the world 
is awesome, everyone in your bubble 
can be.
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at that mo-

ment, 100% of 

his children 

were awesome


