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candle Vighting

Honolulu 6:28
Scottsdale 6:30
Henderson 6:44
Las Vegas 6:45
Reno 7:05

San Diego 6:50
Irvine 6:54

Los Angeles 6:56
Oakland 7:14
Park City 7:32

Hava Nageela, Hava Nageela,
Have- a Nageela Sponsorship

iS0ULation
by Rabbi Dani Locker

“Oh, this could be a problem.”

“l know it’s a problem, doctor,
| just broke my leg skiing! It
hurts!”

“Yes, of course, but it could be a
bigger problem. You may have
to quarantine.”

“What? Quarantine for a broken
leg? What’s up with that?”

“Yes, recent studies have shown
that broken legs are contagious.
You wouldn’t want to be hob-
bling along on your crutches,
and have people all around you
dropping with shattered fibulas,
do you??”

Wait? Did this story actually
happen? While | only make up

true stories, and | did make this
story up, it doesn’t seem likely to

be true. Because. Broken. Bones.

Are. Not. Contagious. Even if
the injured person sneezes right
on your leg. Unless they sneeze
on the floor and you slip- that’s
conceivable.

Gosh. This Dvar Torah just got
flagged on Twitter for giving
possible quarantine misinfor-
mation. | suppose
that’s true enough.

Contact dlocker@nageelawest.org for details

Just so we all understand; some
ilinesses, sicknesses, syndromes
and ailments require isolation
and some don’t.

No, this conversation is not
about Corona, lockdowns or
mandates. It’s about gossip.
This week’s Torah portion (and
next) tells us about tzara’as,
which may have been the name
of an ancient Egyptian rock
band, and is also a disease
which looks like a skin rash; a
disease which was a punishment
for speaking negatively about
other people. That’s a baaad
thing to do. Very bad. The Torah
tells us about the lengthy and
complicated process of curing
tzara’as, which usual- ly
included 2 weeks or
more of complete
isolation outside of the,
community. That’s ]
pretty serious. |
mean, we don’t
quarantine people
for stealing, break-

2 -

ing Shabbat,

eating pork

or put- _\““g&
ting &



pineapple on pizza, though all of the

THINK INSIDE THE BOX above are serious offenses. Just for

talking about people. That’s God

telling us, “This person’s actions are so o
contagious and harmful to others that %

they can’t be around anyone else.” 4,%,
from pages
What a lesson

forus! Everyone QOssip is so harmful they can’t

has faults, and be around other people
everyone makes

mistakes. Yet we can all live together, despite our flaws. The
only person who can’t live with others is a flibbertigibbet
(yes, that’s an actual word for someone who gossips) and a
glasgoutilator (no, that’s not an actual word, but I like it any-
way). A rumor spreader destroys communities, friendships,
families and even people’s very lives. This kind of activity is
not to be tolerated in a positive society. It requires iSOULa-
tion.

p I x E I- A T I 0 N So be careful how you speak (don’t be a quidnunc), and be
careful who you hang out with. Lift every conversation with
An Exciting Chapter Wars@onmlp!.eltigc!! pOSItiVity' Stop the
with really cool prizes. spreqd! NOW i'For.]ly

Thursday, April 7, 7:00pm there was a tzara’as
RSVUP AT https://[forms.office.com/r/y0OUeVdERQu VCICCine... m ﬂ Z E L TOV!
DO YOU KNOW A JENISH MIDDLE SCHOOLER ANYWHERE ON THE to Nageela counselor Levi Gutt-

WEST COAST WHO WANTS TO BE INVOLVED IN JEWISH LEADER- .
SHIP? WE HAVE MANY OPPORTUNITIES. PLEASE CONTACT US! man upon his engagement!
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Stump the Rabbi is a forum where kids ¢can 3 tumP t\\e kab 6 i

ask ANY Jewish question.

Have a question? Please send it in to
stump@nageelawest.org

Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed.

Note: We call this ‘Stump The Rabbi’ for fun, but that's not really the point.

The goal is to learn something important in an interesting way.

#201 Moooot Points

Hi Rabbi,

I §o to a Jewish school and
we learn Talmud a lot. A
lot lot. But what | don’t
understand is why we of-
ten learn things that don’t
actually have anything to
do with Jewish practice, or
law. Iunderstand learning
about Shabbat or Passover,
but th do I need to spend
7 months diswssing what
happens when one ox gores
another ox? | don’t even own
an ox!

Thanks,
Robert Lee
(a stu-
dent)

Dear (Talmud) Bob Lee,

With the th slip of paper
clutched ti z Mar‘vm glanced
ar'ouncl ner'vou e was
caugt t with thus pzper- it might
a en awa e id no
want that to ha ppen. #e and his
partner Garvin were on a deep
undercover mission, in a distant
land far from them own For
sixteen Kear‘s, they ha worked to
estabhs their network and they
had done it with no contact from
their homeland. But the king had
special instructions for them,
and at great risk, had a
letter delivered. just one
page, because anything
larger would certainly
be ouncl Marvin
and Garvin were
comﬁletel deducated
to the king, and
would do an {:hmg
he said, and now, he
had crammed years

page.

worth of instruction and
information into a single

REGISTRATION HAS
OPENED FOR
CAMP NAGEELA
WEST 2022!

DATES HAVE BEEN ANNOUNCED FOR 3
CAMP SESSION OPTIONS!
1. UTAH CAMPUS FEATURING
SPORTS, NATURE, FRIENDSHIPS &
CRERATIVE SPECIALTIES,

2. TRAVEL CAMP OPTION, OR
3. FULL NAGEELA HYBRID
EXPERIENCE!

Reading the note, Marvin saw that

it was brilliantly written. £ach
word was cleverl thought out,

and he noticed cocles atterns

and hldden meamnas: hroughout.
For-t e next year, the ar{:ners
studied the note car'e{-'ully every
dagl constant] uncovermg new

anings, and ecoming even more

|mpr-essecl with their leader.

The truth is this isn’t a new
concept. Great authors (even the
human kind) can compress tons

of meaning |n ust a ew words.
Whether you re reachn basic
wor'ks like Shak esreare, or you've
advanced to true iterary giants
like pr. Seuss, you can see ow
much information and emotion,
how man detanls and hints can be
inc udecl c oosmg a particular
word, or t?E)T c oosm a articular
WOr‘cl The Talmud uses the analogy
that the Tor'ah contains mountams
hanging on a hair meamng\t at
even the tiniest detail in

Torah can teach us chapters upon
chapters of details.

But it’s more than that. Marv N
Garv (that was their band name
when they were in high school)
wanted to read and reread the

086100

DAYS TO CAMP NAGEELA
WEST GIRLS SESSION

DAYS TO CAMP NAGEELA
WEST BOYS SESSION

Find out about our summer 2022 and see photos
From 2021 at nageelawest.org



letter because it came to them from someone
they appreciated, respected, even loved. We

study Torah a lot, not onlz because we will
understand its de ths better, but also because
it’s @ document wr'ltten spemﬁcal for us,
authored bz our father and king, who we love and
respect and are in awe of. We try to understand
ever detail, even arguing for hours over a small
difference, because we CARE what God has to
say to us. You might not own an ox or ever plan
on farmm Yet there’s great value in studying
the Torah s discussjons of even these top|cs

(and the Talmud’s discussions about the Torah’s
discussions, and the Commentators’ discussions
about the Talmud’s discussions about the Toral’s
discussions), because it’s God’s letter to us, and
we want to read and reread it until we know it
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NAGEELA
SESSION
JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY AT 8PM FOR A
CAMP ANGEELA WEST INFO SESSION.

Z0OM ID: 580-485-3200
PASSWORD: NAGEELA

HAPPY

BIRTHDAY!

Haddar Ben— S
Alyles
Abby § ;;.b,

www.nageelawest.org  Want to stay in the
info@nageelawest.org  loop? Text the word
801-613-1539 NAGEELAWEST fo
' 22828

like the back of a pickle.

One more angle here. In a 2015

article in The New Yorker, it describes

a television interview with the South

Korean ambassador to lsr-ael who said,

“Each Korean family has at least one copy o

the Talmud. Korean mothers want to know how

so many Jewish people became geniuses.” Looking
ﬁ at the surprised host, he added, “Twenty-

three per cent of Nobel Prize winners are Jewish

E'I»_eople Korean women want to know the secret.
hey found the secret in this book.”

The studZ of Torah, and specifically, the intense,

deep study and debate of Talmud i5 a serious
wor' out for {\ our brain. It teaches logic, critical
thinking and helps with moral clarity as well.
Whet er‘ ou’re s’cud ing a pr‘achcal to ic of
Jewish life or a seemm irrelevant cl|5cuss|on
about Iantm mustar eeds near a beehive
(for r-eal tha t'sa TalmuChc iscussion), we get
tremendous benefits from the studz itself:
People who have studied lots of Torah may even
understand the Deep Thoughts section of Nageela
Shabbos. Yeah, right.

Have a Nageela Shabbos,

the Rabbi

ASK MORE QUESTIONS AT STUMP@NAGEELAWEST.ORG

Mike had his Bar Mitzvah
o\o\rins the COVID lockdowmns.

o | guess that makes him a
' quara\ni‘een.
0UCH! GROAN!
Nk»‘ do bad jokes ‘Atxﬂnn to good people? Find a
better joke. Send it to o\locker@nasee\awuf org

W2 e\d West 0ack

breaks the mold of old school Jewish outreach
by providing out- of- the- box social and
educational programs for Jewish children
across the West Coast. Through
afterschool activities, weekend

retreats and our signature summer
camp, we engage elementary and

middle school children in a fun and
meaningful experience.

Our “questions encouraged” mindset
makes Nageela a comfortable learning
and growing environment for Jewish

children of all backgrounds.



