DVAR distracted. Oh,
TORAH have | told you the
joke about the pickle
and the olive who walk into a
bar...

What was | saying? Oh yeah. That | get
distracted. The Torah, on the other hand, does
not get distracted. If the Torah is in the middle
of a topic it doesn't just drift off to another
random topic without a good reason. Which is
why I've got a question for you:

If you read through this week'’s parsha, you'll
find descriptions and instructions about the
holidays.

It talks about Passover, and about Shavuot.
Then, smack in the middle, between Shavuot
and Rosh Hashana, the Torah seems to go
on a completely random tangent and tells us
to leave wheat in the field for poor people to
come collect. That’s like saying, “Here are
the presidents of the United States in order:
George Washington, John Adams, Thomas
Jefferson, don't forget to close your mouth
when you chew, James Madison, James
Monroe...” What'’s the deal?
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The Track Star
Ok. by Rabbi Dani Locker
| didn't
make up the
question. It's actually a Midrash (Toras
Kohanim), and the answer is even cooler than
the question! The Midrash explains that even
if we don’t have a Holy Temple in Jerusalem,
so we can no longer bring all the offerings due
on the special festivals and holidays, we have
a virtual way to get credit for the offerings.
We can use the APP (Assisting Poor People)!
When we give Peah, leaving a corner of our
field for poor people, it is as if we've rebuilt
the temple and brought the offerings in for the
holidays.

Now, I'm no app expert, but this is difficult

to understand. Sure, giving to the poor is an
incredibly valuable mitzvah. Butit’s a different
type of mitzvah. Bringing korbanot in the
temple is a way of connecting to God. Giving
charity is helping people. How could helping
people replace the spiritual connection to God
that we achieve through prayer and sacrifice?

Truth is, they're the same thing. The purpose
of prayer and sacrifice is to help train us to
recognize that everything we have comes
from God. We bring our animals and grain,
and we offer them in the Temple to

show ourselves that




we're completely in won't worry that my charity is
His hands. Now imagine you've just  cutting into my profits. God is in charge.
harvested your field. You have bills to pay, a _
new bike you've had your eye on... you can Who knew that helping people could be such a
use all this money to take care of yourself. spiritual experience?
Then you remember, it’s all from God. My .
success or failure is in His hands. If God Who knew APPs could be such a spiritual

wants me to APP, then I'll APP like a pro. | experience?
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Injust 6 lessons!

by Dani Locker, 2024

Tuesday, May 21 6pm Pacific

Tuesday, May 28 6pm Pacific
Tuesday, June 4 6pm Pacific
Thursday, June 13 6pm Pacific
Tuesday, June 18, 6pm Pacific

This isa COMPLETELY FREE program.
ZERO previous knowledge is required.
Each session will take approximately an hour and
15 minutes

Please RSVP to lockerd@ncsy.org or 917-613-1037
to receive your ZOOM Link.

Hey Harold! Grow
up and stop
making shadow
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a brief summary of some of the stuff in this week’s Torah

Parshas Emor

Special people det special rules

People who are the children, dreat-
grandchildren, great-great-great (you get
the picture) grandchildren of Aaron (the
brother of Moses) are called “Kohanim’

The Kohanim are spiritual leaders for the
Jewigh people, and perform the service in the
Holy Temple, therefore they have a special set
of rules just for them. We love rules!

A Kohen (that’s the singular for Kohanim)
may not come into contact with the body of a
person who hag passed away

Coming into contact with a body would
render a person spiritually ‘unclean’

There are 7 exceptions to thig rule; 7 close
relatives for whom a Kohein mag become
unclean for: Mother, father, wife, sister
(unmarried), brother, son and daughter

Even when a close relative passes away, we
are warned not to do crazy thinds from our
grief, like cutting our flesh or ripping out hair
Because a Kohein is a leader to the Jewigh
people, he algo hag limitations to whom he
may marry

The head honcho of the Kohein clan is called
the Kohein Gadol. He has extra special rules,
and he may not even become unclean for close
relatives. He’s always on duty

We take a Kohein’s role as a leader very
seriously. If a Kohein has a physical defect,

Answer is on page 4.
DON'T CHEAT!

that could disqualify them from serving in
the Temple (depending on what the defect is)
On a similar note, although ordinary Jews are
allowed to become unclean by contacting a
body (do team unclean! Woohoo!), that Jew
mag not eat from the meat of sacrifices

The Torah repeate many of the details
redarding holidays

On the second day of Passover we bring some
cut barley to the Kohein and wave it around.
If we do it right, the wave can go all the way
around the stadium. This is called the Omer
We are told to count seven weeks from the
waving of the Omer and then to bring an
offering made from wheat. 1d say these
commandments have become indrained in
Jewish culture.

Each dag in the Holy Tempe the menorah was
to be LIT

Twelve special loaves of bread (no, not
badels) were arrangded in the Temple and
replaced every week

The partia ends with a tragic incident. A man
who had a Jewish mother but an Egptian
father, feeling disconnected because he was
shunned by his mother’s tribe, decided to
curse God. Pro tip: don’t do that. It did not
end well for him
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PREMIER JEWISH TRAVEL CAMP- AGES 9-]5

*MAP REPRESENTS APPROXIMATE ITINERARY. SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

SESSION 1: JUNE 26- JULY 16 [GIRLS]
SESSION 2: JULY 18- AUG 7 [BOYS]

Yo, whatcha lookin at?

You gotta think first!
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