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Hop on Pop
by Rabbi Dani Locker

Fathers’ Day might not have been the
highlight of the year for the young man
hamed Avram, who later became the originator
of the Jewish nation. I can imagine the
report at school:

All About My Dad.

By: Avram

My Dad's name: Terach
them for a lot of money.
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My Dad's job: He makes statues and lies
to people, saying they're gods and Sells
| think it’
ridiculous, but Daddy Says money doesn't
grow on trees UntiTyoU carve them Into

My favorite Summer vacation with Dad:
That time he had me thrown into a blazing
fire because | made fun of his statues.

Was upset that | A8 didn't wear

\Mnn_" |

Avram's father was no great guy. In fact, when
the Torah says Terach died, the Midrash tells
us that he hadn’t really died yet, but he was
such a rotten dude that it was like he was dead
already (spoiler alert, he eventually repented
and died a better person).

Why does the Torah have to say he died before
he actually did? 1t was so that people wouldn’t
blame Avram for ditching his father and
ruhhing off to a hew country.
Ditching?

First of all, doesnt Avram get a free
pass after his father tried to like, have
him executed? That's a pretty big
00PsS.

Second of all, why did Avram leave
his land, his birthplace, his fathers
house..? On direct orders of God
Himself!  Should Avram have said,
“Sorry, O Master of the Universe. 1
know you gave me explicit instructions
to leave, but my Dad said ho?” That
just cant be! We have clear rules that
we listen to God if there’s a conflict
between God and parent. So what was
Avram worried about?

If you examine the words of the Midrash
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carefully (trust me, I did), Avram’s cohcern
was not that he would consider ighoring God’s
instruction, but that leaving his father would
look bad, and desecrate God's hame. People
might think that it was wrong of Avram to
leave his father. Even though Avram knew he
would be doing the right thing, he wanted to
make sure hobody else made such a mistake.
“What do you want from me, I'm doing
the right thing!” When we make decisions
in life, of course we must make sure we're
always doing what's right. Sometimes that's
not enough. It's important to be concerned
about what other people will think. 1f it
looks bad, we may have to think of a way to
change the image.

Once a Jew who was living ih Rome found
that his air conditioner had turned off on
Shabbat, and he wasnt able to turn it back
on. The pope happenhed to be passing by,
so the Jew hinted to him to help with his
Shabbat problem. The pope answered, “I'm
happy to help you celebrate your holy day!”
The Jew smiled and said, “Thanks, but please
take off your yarmulka first...”

By the way, I only make up true stories.
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Stump The Rabbi

Enjoy the Party

Dear Rabbi,

I have two problems. First of
all, everyone calls me omelette.
It’s really annoying. What should I
do to get my friends to call me by
my real first name? Second of all,
I have a question about Shabbat.
I understand that Shabbat is
an important spiritual day
recognizing God‘s creation of the
world. What I don’t understand
is why that involves eating and
drinking. Shouldn’t we spend
all day on Shabbat praying and
studying and maybe even fasting?
Why all the feasting, singing and
fancy clothes?

Sincerely,
Oscar N. Egg

Dear O. N. Egg

I'll answer your second question
first. Many years ago there was
a prince who did not obey his
father‘s wishes. The king was very
disappointed with his son who had
committed serious crimes and
decided to have this son banished
to a faraway land. The prince
was devastated and went to live
in a country filled with simple,
uneducated peasants. The farmers
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who lived in this country had
never heard of the king and did
not know that their new neighbor
was a prince. He quickly adapted
to life as a farmer and became one
of them. He lived like this for many
years until one day a letter arrived
in the mail.

The prince immediately noticed
the Royal emblem on the envelope
and knew that his father, the king,
had written him a letter for the
first time in many many years. The
prince was overjoyed! He wanted
to dance and sing and maybe even
dab once or twice, but he couldn’t
bring himself to act joyful when
all his friends were going about
their everyday business. He tried
explaining to some of his friends
that he was excited because he had
received a letter from the king.
But they just didn’t get it. “King
Shming!” they said. “Who really
cares? It’s just a piece of paper. Can
we use it to wrap some vegetables?”

Finally this prince had a plan.
He told his friends that he was
throwing a party. He served great
food, including lots of candy and
pickles, and of course lots of wine.
His friends started eating and
drinking and though they didn’t
understand the significance of
the King’s letter, they were happy

partying and singing. The prince
opened the letter and read the note
from the king in a jubilant frame of
mind among happy, singing friends.

Sure, Shabbatisabout connecting
to God, our father and King. But the
truth is that most of us don’t fully
understand how important that is.
Our bodies certainly don’t get any
enjoyment from praying (unless
you count aching feet) or spiritual
connection. So we spend our day on
Shabbat eating, drinking, relaxing
and doing things to make our bodies
happy. We sing songs, we wear nice
clothes and we have special treats.
Once we’re in that positive frame
of mind, we can actually enjoy and
appreciate the special connection
we have with God on the day of
Shabbat.

The mitzvah of enjoying Shabbat
is called Oneg Shabbat.

O- What?

O-Neg.

As for your other question... It
was an eggcelent question, but man,
you’'re cracked!

Wishing you a joy and oneg filled
Shabbat.

Hayve - a- Nageela Shabbat

the Q{a&éz’

Stump the Rabbi is a forum where kids can ask

ANY Jewish question.
Have a question? Please send it in to
stump@nageelawest.org
Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed
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