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You can sponsor a week of Nageela Shabbos in honor of a special 
occasion or in memory of a loved one.

Help us reach more Jewish kids with interesting Torah content!

HAVE A

PARSHAS VAYISHLACH 5785

SHABBATON, BOWLING AND 
MORE!

Exciting week is drawing to a 
close!
Bowling fun in Las Vegas, with 
moustaches and a new sticker 
drop!
Pizza in Los Angeles, and lots 
of  exciting plans for the upcoming Chanukazation of  the 
world.
Oh, and the Shabbaton!  We had a great Shabbaton last 
week, with girls from Las Vegas and Arizona.  Flipn Out, 
Pizza, amazing food and games... was amazing to recon-
nect with old friends 
and meet new!  
Can’t wait for Jan 17th 
for the next one!

Important News

COMING UP 
SOON

Why do we still use the term 
‘rolling down’ for car win-

dows?

Deep Thoughts

We have programs for Middle School 
kids from all over the West Coast.  

Please contact us for details!

JOIN US!

KID FRIENDlY TORAH MAGAZINE
A PROJECT OF NAGEELA WEST COAST, 
JOYFULLY JEWISH EXPERIENCES

SEASON 9, EPISODE 7

Torat Scene-A-Eye
This features an AI generated picture that has numer-

ous hints to the weekly parsha or relevant holiday.
How many hints can you find?

This week’s is about Parshas Vayishlach

NAGEELA
SHABBOS

DEC 16- Las Vegas TNT

DEC 19th- Park City Ski 

Shabbaton

DEC 22- Israel Selects Hockey Game

Jan 17- Jewniors Shabbaton, Alamo, NV

Registration is open for Camp 
Nageela West 2025! 

First time campers can get three 
weeks of camp for 
just $2,999!just $2,999!



How much do you love 
being Jewish?

NA-NA-NA-NA-NA-
NA-NA-NAGEELA

Once there was a girl named Tim.  
Actually, her name was Timna, and 
she’s mentioned in the Torah.  You see 
Timna was a princess who became a bride, 
sort of.  

Let’s start over again.  The Talmud tells the 
story of a Chori princess named Timna.  
Timna became interested in joining the 
family that would later become the Jewish 
nation, and she visited our forefathers, 
looking to convert.  She went to Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, all three, and she had 
her application denied. She really wanted 
to join our holy nation but she could not, 
so she decided to do what she viewed as 
the next best thing. She decided to marry 
Eliphaz, the son of Esav.  Yet Eliphaz wasn’t 
taking applications either, so she became 
a concubine, which is basically a fake 
wife.  She so wanted to be co enacted 
to our nation that even obtaining a less-
than-respectable position in a less-than-
respectable branch of the family was 
exciting for her, a princess.

This in itself is amazing.  So many people are 
obsessed with celebrities; with people who 
actually bring very little value to the world.  
A thinking person will recognize that only 
moral clarity brings value to the world, and 
connecting to a family that represents that 
moral clarity is worth more than any fame or 
wealth.  BTW, Eliphaz, despite being the son 
of Esav was a somewhat decent dude.

The story continues with her child, a boy 
named Amalek, whose descendants 
became our history’s most troubling 
antagonists.  Why, the Talmud asks, did 
the horrors of Amalek come from Timna?  
Because when she came to join us, she 
should not have been distanced.

Here’s a problem.  What did Abraham do for 
a living? What was his specialty?  Abraham 
was the man who converted people!  He 

THE PRINCESS BRIDE

Question of
 the Week

Devorah, the nurse-
maid of Rebecca, 
passes away in this 
week’s Parsha.  What 
does she have in com-
mon (aside from the 
name) with the proph-
etess Devorah who lived 
millenia later?

What do you call a 
beehive that has no 

exit?

Unbelieveable.

LOLZ

Answer on page 4

DVAR
TORAH

continued on next page

For quite a few years, as Camp Nageela West 
was located in Utah, we were UTAH’S ONLY 
Jewish camp.  
There aren’t a lot of those!

Nageela Fun Fact



%
TOM

continued

DVAR
TORAH

Here are some of the hints in this picture:
Jacob closes his daughter Dina in a box, to protect her from Esav’s 

eyes, the row of animals represent the gifts Jacob sent his brother.  
There are small jugs that Jacob crossed the river to recover, where 

he wrestled a ‘man’ represented by the wrestling title belt.  The bee 
is for Devorah who passes away, and the % sign on the tent is because 

Jacob divided his camp  before meeting Esav.  

Torat Scene-A-Eye Explained

taught people about the One and Only 
God, and inspired them to serve Him.  
Why, why, why, WHY would Abraham 
turn her away???

There are a number of approaches to 
this.  Some say that Abraham detected 
she wasn’t sincere.  Some suggest 
that she came from an inappropriate 
marriage. But honestly, it’s hard to see 
how that answers the question.  If she 
deserved to be accepted, then why did 
Abraham reject her?  If Abraham had a 
good reason to reject her, then why do 
we have to suffer at the hands of her 
descendants?

I want to point to the wording of the 
Talmud. “She wanted to convert, so she 
came before Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
and they did not accept her… Amalek, 
who antagonizes Israel, came from her.  
What is the reason [the Jews deserved 
that punishment]?  Because they 

should not have 
distanced her.”

Do you see it?  Our 
ancestral triumvirate 
didn’t accept her.  
OK.  But what’s 
the reason for the 
punishment?  The 
Talmud does not say 
it’s because they 
didn’t accept her.  It says it’s because they 
shouldn’t have DISTANCED her.  I believe 
the Talmud is telling us that OF COURSE 
our ancestors did not have to accept all 
converts, and she didn’t make the cut. But 
that isn’t a reason to distance her.  Perhaps 
there is something they could have done 
to keep her connected to the source of 
morality that became the Jewish people.  
Perhaps had she been allowed to connect 
in some secondary way, she would never 
have produced an offspring like Amalek.  
Perhaps we can all learn a lesson from this.

There will be people who will climb to the 
heights of awesometasticness, and some 
won’t make it.  Yet even those who aren’t 
where they should be must be allowed to 
gain whatever they can from a connection 
to the universe’s true source of goodness.  
“Don’t be dismissive of any person.” 

By the way, what do you call a wife whose 
job is making pickles? Concubrine.



Answer of
 the Week

Devorah the nursemaid was buried 
‘beneath the tree.’  Baal Haturim 
deduces that this is the same 
tree Devorah the prophetesss 
famously sat beneath to render 
her judgements.

	Ќ Don’t you love family reunions?  I love them, 
especially when one brother is sworn to 
kill the other (unless that brother happens 
to be me.  Then I don’t like the reunions so 
much)

	Ќ Jacob is about to meet his brother Esav 
after decades, and is afraid.  He prepares 
himself in three ways.  He sends Esav a 
sizeable Amazon Gift Card (in the form 
of hundreds of animals), he prays, and he 
also splits his family up, getting 2 separate 
AirBnbs

	Ќ While moving his family, Jacob crosses over 
a river to grab some of his luggage that he 
left behind (he was flying Frontier) and he 
wrestles with an angel representing Esav.  
Jacob wins the battle, but gets injured 
and starts limping.  The Jewish people are 
forver forbidden from eating the part of 
the animal where Jacob’s injury took place

	Ќ Despite the awkward meeting, Esav decides 
not to kill his brother (yay) and they depart 
in peace

	Ќ Jacob moves to the suburbs of Shechem, 
because of excellent real estate prices, and 
easy walking distance to the supermarket 
and gym

	Ќ While near Shechem, Jacob’s daughter, 
Dina, gets abducted by the local 
prince, a guy with the very original 
name of… wait for it… Shechem

	Ќ Dina’s brothers, not so cool with 
that.  WHen Shechem and his dad 
ask to marry Dina, they call the 

g u y s 
f r o m 
Impractical 
Jokers and play 
a subtle trick on 
the people of Shechem.  Basically, they 
make the whole city get circumcised and 
then kill them all.  Like I said, subtle 

	Ќ Devorah, who was Rebecca’s nursemaid 
passes away, and commentaries say that 
Rebecca, too, passes away

	Ќ God changes Jacob’s name to Israel, so 
Jacob is ‘is ole name, and Israel is ‘is real 
name

	Ќ Rachel gives birth to Benjamin, but dies in 
childbirth, and she’s buried at the side of 
the road

	Ќ The Torah lists the twelve sons of Jacob, 
now finally complete

	Ќ Isaac passes away at the age of 180
	Ќ The Torah lists Esav’s family tree, including 

his wives and kids, the kings who ruled, 
and even the Chori family whom Esav 
connected with, and from whom Amalek 
originated

	Ќ The area is called Seir, which may or may 
not be a reference to Esav’s hairiness

PARSHAS 
VAYISHLACH- Broth-
erly Love

PARSHAL
PARSHA

a brief summary of the weekly 
torah porshon

193
days till nageela west girls session

218
days till nageela west boys session



STUMP
THE RABBI

StumptheRabbi is a forum where kids can ask 
ANY Jewish question. 

Have a question? Please send it in to 
stump@nageelawest.org

(Most) questions here are real. Names and some wording have been 

changed.

Instagram: @nageelawest
X: @nageelawest

info@nageelawest.org
www.nageelawest.org

801-613-1539

Shab-
bath.  I rare-
ly have to pronounce that word, 
because my mouth is usually full on Shabbos.
So you’re right.  It seems clear that, for example 
the Kametz vowel, which looks like this         and 
the Patach vowel, this guy over here        , should 
have different sounds.  Those who know grammar 
well will be able to differentiate between those, 
and also between these fellows        .  It makes 
sense that this letter and this letter be pronounced 
differently, as many communities do.  But is the 
Ashkenazic pronunciation right?  The Yeminite?  
Sepahrdic?  Antarctican?  Who really knows?  If 
you’re worried about the fact that the way you 
were taught to read Hebrew might not be gram-
matically correct, don’t worry too much, as there 
are legitimate customs for most popular pronun-
ciations (also, I’m pretty sure God will understand 
you either way).  In modern day Israel, the coun-
try has adopted the Sephardic pronunciation, and 
many communities have followed suit, but you 
should probably follow whatever your family and 
community does.

Have a Nageela Shabbos, umm, Shabbat, ahhh 
Sabbath,

		  The Rabbi

Hi Rabbi,

Why are there different letters and vowels in He-
brew that sound the same?  What’s the point?  
And why do people pronounce Hebrew words dif-
ferently?

Thanks,
	 Dvfjrgjdofbk Plrtih

Dear Dvfjrgjdofbk
Have you ever heard of the language called En-
glish?  English is just about the most confusing, 
illogical language possible.  PH=F, vowels can 
mean different things at different times… Hebrew 
also has some confusing components, but overall 
is a lot simpler, and there are good reasons, not ar-
bitrary ones, for the complexities.  My point is that 
almost all languages have some inconsistency in 
spelling or pronunciation.  The reason for that is 
twofold: Time and location.  As time passes and 
speakers of a language move from one area to the 
next, meeting different ethnicities, experiencing 
new realities, things about the language will start 
to change.  Why do you think American English 
and Shakespearean English are so vastly differ-
ent? Wither shalt thou knowest?
Although Hebrew has been the language of our 
people for thousands of years, and I have no 
doubt that when God spoke to us at Sinai, He used 
proper grammar, century upon century of Jews 
moving around and living in different lands have 
greatly changed pronunciations.  You maynotice 
that Jewish communities of European descent 
pronounce Hebrew with a rather European sound, 
as a Jew from Texas may have a bit of a drawl 
while praying.  Sephardic Hebrew pronunciation 
sounds similar to Arabic.  And so, over many gen-
erations, we’ve forgotten which pronunciations 
are accurate, and we don’t seem to have any dig-
ital backup of “King David’s Greatest Hits” in mp3 
format.  
One of the greatest examples of this is the SHABBAT/ 
SHABBOS debate.  In Hebrew, it’s written       .  De-
pending on how you pronounce the vowel   and the 
letter, it can be Shabbos, Shabbat, or perhaps even 

PERSONAL PRONUNCIATION

Note & Disclaimer: Note & Disclaimer: We call this ‘Stump The Rabbi’ for fun, but that’s not really 
the point. The goal is to learn something important in an interesting way.
The answers here should not be taken as halachic decisions.  You should 
always ask a competent Rabbi personally.

DETAILS
TO

FOLLOW



Join NCSY, Zucker and Join NCSY, Zucker and 
other Jewish organiza-other Jewish organiza-

tions as we welcome Isra-tions as we welcome Isra-
el hockey to Las Vegas!el hockey to Las Vegas!

special surprises coming!special surprises coming!

Raphael Rosin
Etai Bitton
Cal Cassie

Aryeh Kachani

Benny Nitevich
Tal Hirsh

Yaffa Fabi

Happy Birthdays!

Instagram: @nageelawest
X: @nageelawest

info@nageelawest.org
www.nageelawest.org

801-613-1539

Everyone, we need to get rid of any 
idols you have.  We’ll bury them 

under this tree. But Daaad...
I’ll lose all my snap streaks!

Nageela Shabbos is a weekly publication of 
Nageela West Coast, Joyfully Jewish Experiences.

PICKLE
JEWS

DATES & RATES AT 
nageelawest.org/summer25

@nageelawest

@nageelawest

youtube.com/nageelawest

facebook.com/nageelawest

WOOSTER LAKE
ILLINOIS

180 acres of 
awesome!

World Class Staff
Creative Activities
Best staff to camper ratio
Jewish Excitement
Skill- building electives
Pensonal Care

Lake w/ boating
Awesome pool

Paintball
Ropes & Ninja course

Sports
Crafts


