
TOM

You can sponsor a week of Nageela Shabbos in honor of a special 
occasion or in memory of a loved one.

Help us reach more Jewish kids with interesting Torah content!

HAVE A

PARSHAS TOLDOS 5785

It was a week of  making stuff:

Making caps in Simi Valley, making 
smoothies in Las Vegas, making sand art 
in Los Angeles, and making 
trouble all over the world.
It’s getting into the winter 
Shabbaton season, so stay 
tuned for info on our Park 

City Ski Shabbaton, 
our January Jr. Re-
gional and our February Brian Head 
ski retreat!

We hope everyone had a happy 
Thanksgiving!

Important News

COMING UP SOON

Dec 11-  Los Angeles Pizza Night

Dec 20-23- Park City Ski Shabbaton

Whatever you’re doing, give 
it 100%.

Unless you’re donating blood.

Deep Thoughts

We have programs for Middle School 
kids from all over the West Coast.  

Please contact us for details!

JOIN US!

KID FRIENDlY TORAH MAGAZINE
A PROJECT OF NAGEELA WEST COAST, 
JOYFULLY JEWISH EXPERIENCES

SEASON 9, EPISODE 5

Torat Scene-Eye
This features an AI generated picture that has numer-

ous hints to the weekly parsha or relevant holiday.
How many hints can you find?

This week’s is about Parshas Toldos

NAGEELA
SHABBOS

DEC 1st- Camp Discount Ends

DEC 4- Scottsdale Latte N Learn

DEC 6-7- Las Vegas Girls Shabbaton
Registration is open for Camp 
Nageela West 2025 and until 

Monday, CNW campers get 
$500 off!$500 off!

First time campers can get three 
weeks of camp for 
just $2,499!just $2,499!



How much do you love 
being Jewish?

NA-NA-NA-NA-NA-
NA-NA-NAGEELA

LMK if this is the picture you 
have in your mind:  Jacob was 
a sweet kindly boy, unable to 
speak roughly.  Esav was a big hairy 
brute who was rude and crude, and 
who your mother wouldn’t want you to 
hang out with.

That’s at least partially true, but let’s take a 
closer look, because Isaac was not a fool.  
Yet Isaac loved Esav, and perhaps even 
thought him righteous.  

In case you missed part of the story, Esav, 
as the firstborn brother, was eligible for 
special ‘firstborn’ blessings from his father.  
In truth, he was no longer entitled to these 
blessings, as he’d legally sold his birthright 
to his younger brother Jacob.  Isaac didn’t 
know this, and he prepared to impart these 
wonderful gifts upon his beloved son Esav.  
Jacob, acting under instructions of his 
mother, performed the world’s first case of 
identity theft and tricked his blind father 
into believing he was Esav.  How did Jacob 
manage to fool his astute father?  He used 
Esav’s unique clothing, and lined parts of 
his body with goat fur, simulating Esav’s 
hairy skin. What about his voice?  Most 
commentators agree that as twins, their 
voices were similar.  However their way of 
speaking was different. 

Isaac detects the difference, commenting, 
“The voice is the voice of Jacob, and the 
hands are the hands of Esav.”  However, 
according to Rashi, he didn’t mean the 
actual voice difference.  Esav spoke in an 
aggressive way, and Jacob was more soft 
spoken. Rashi’s words are that Esav spoke “in 
a way of fighting.” This brings up a number 
of questions.  For one, if Esav couldn’t 
even keep a civil tongue, how could Isaac 

Identical identification

Question of
 the Week

Esav is described as 
being ‘Admoni’, having a 
reddish complexion.
Who else in iblical liter-
ature is described this 
way?

What do you call a 
band that plays on the 

patio?

A Porchestra.

LOLZ

Answer on page 3

DVAR
TORAH

continued on next page

At the original Nageela West campus in Ran-
dolph, UT, once per summer was their sheep 
drive.  About 3,000 sheep would pass through 
the camp in a noisy (but cute) mess.  They 
once destroyed a volleyball net.

Nageela Fun Fact
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DVAR
TORAH

Here are some of the hints in this picture:
The epic struggles between Jacob and Esav are respresented here.  
Esav has a beard, because he was hairy, and he’s wearing a ring to 

represent his marriages mentioned in the parsha.
There’s a red stew, that Jacob used to buy Esav’s birthright, and a 

goat, which Jacob used to serve his father a delicious meal.  Jacob is 
known in the Torah as ‘Ish Tom,’ a simple man.  He’s holding Mountain 

dew, representing Isaac’s blessings of ‘the dew of the heavens.”

Torat Scene-Eye Explained

possibly think he was a good person?  I 
understand that as a blind parent, Isaac 
could have missed certain things.  But if 
Esav was rude and uncouth, how could 
there even be a doubt?

I think we have to reexamine what a good 
person looks like (or sounds like, I guess), 
and also what Isaac thought of his eldest 
son.

We are programmed to think of all 
‘tzadikim’ as gentle softspoken souls.  As 
teddy bears, sweetly and meekly modeling 
patience and generosity.  Truth is, many are 
like that.  We learn from Hillel that these are 
beautiful traits to emulate.  But it isn’t the 
only way.  People are different.  It’s possible 
for someone to be a bit ‘rough around the 
edges’ and still be a righteous person.  It’s 
unlikely that Isaac thought Esav would be 
the master of kindness.  That wasn’t Esav’s 
strength, yet Esav could have filled in his 
mission in life and performed admirably, 
acting as a leader, a protector and a 

strong advocate for those who needed it.  
There isn’t one way to be good.  So the 
good news is that no matter what abilities 
or propensities God has preloaded into 
you, you can be a truly great you.

Answer of
 the Week

King David!
Many sources point out that 
Esav and David had similar at-
tributes, but differed greatly in 
how they were used.



	Ќ Isaac marries Rebecca when he’s 40.  
Remember that.  It may be on the test later.

	Ќ At first Rebecca has trouble having 
children, so they pray.

	Ќ Rebecca becomes pregnant with twins.  
However, her insurance doesn’t allow 
ultrasound, so doesn’t know it’s twins and 
she is confused that her kid seems to have 
a split personality.

	Ќ She goes to seek divine advice, and is told 
that she doesn’t just have two kids inside, 
but two whole nations that will always 
be in competition, yet the older will serve 
the younger.  As the youngest child in my 
family, that makes me happy.

	Ќ As soon as the boys are born it’s clear 
how different they are.  Esau comes out 
first.  He’s hairy.  The younger one is called 
Jacob because he’s grabbing his brother’s 
heel, trying to get ahead.

	Ќ The kids grow up, and Esau becomes an 
outdoorsman who enjoys hunting, skiing, 
mountain biking and the occasional 
murder.  Jacob is a scholar who stays 
indoors, studies and probably doesn’t 
have much of a tan.

	Ќ Isaac develops a special affection for 
Esau, either because he’s a good cook, 
or because he pretends he’s righteous.  
Rebecca understands that Jacob is the one.

	Ќ When their grandfather Abraham dies, 
Esau finally goes off on a truly evil 
rampage.  When he returns from his day 
of debauchery, he’s hungry (and tired) 
and trades his rights as first born to get 
Jacob’s cholent (and bread- people always 
forget to mention the bread).

	Ќ There’s no food, so guess where Isaac 
and family goes? To the Philistines!  No 
relation to any other groups with similar 
names.  Isaac is extremely successful in the 
Philistine land, but his relationship with 
the people was the pits.  Literally, they kept 
fighting over pits.  It didn’t go well.  They kept 

fighting 
o v e r 
wells.  Isaac 
keeps digging 
wells like Stanley Yelnats, and 
the Philistines keep filling them in like… i 
dunno, like people who fill in wells.  

	Ќ When Esau turns 40, he decides to get 
married to a bunch of women who were 
the pits.  

	Ќ Isaac’s vision fades, and the same insurance 
company won’t allow him to get Lasik.  

	Ќ Not knowing how long he has to live, 
he decides it’s time to impart his final life 
blessing on his children.  He asks Esau, the 
eldest to prepare him a delicious meal so 
he’ll be in a good mood to give the blessing.

	Ќ While Isaac is out hunting, Rebecca and 
Jacob cook up a plan and some goats.  Jacob 
impersonates Esau to his blind father and 
gets away with the blessings that will 
determine the future of the Jewish people.

	Ќ Esau vows to kill Jacob who then flees 
the country.  Before he goes, Isaac and 
Rebecca instruct Jacob to look for a wife 
in the same place Isaac had found Rebecca, 
at her ancestral home in Padan Aram.

	Ќ Oh yeah, Esau gets married.  Again.

PARSHAS 
TOLDOS- Double 
Trouble.

PARSHAL
PARSHA

a brief summary of the weekly 
torah porshon

206
days till nageela west girls session

231
days till nageela west boys session



STUMP
THE RABBI

StumptheRabbi is a forum where kids can ask 
ANY Jewish question. 

Have a question? Please send it in to 
stump@nageelawest.org

(Most) questions here are real. Names and some wording have been 

changed.

CONTINUED▼

HI Rabbi,

I have heard that all Jews come from only 3 of 
the original 12 tribes, and that the rest of the tribes 
somehow got lost.  I’ve heard some weird legends 
about them, too.  Also, it’s supposed to be 10 lost 
tribes, so wouldn’t that be 13?  Maybe I’m one of 
the lost tribes, because I’m not sure what’s going 
on.

Samuel Batyon

Dear Sam Batyon,

We addressed this topic in season 4, and I’ll most-
ly share what we discussed then, but I’ll add a 
few new details. 
For a period of time, Israel was split into two king-
doms:
The Northern Kingdom had 10 tribes.
The Southern Kingdom had 3 tribes.
There were a total of twelve tribes.
Tribes can only be considered LOST before GPS 
was invented.  Now they’re just ‘redirecting’ for the 

aRE YOU LOST?
past 
two and a 
half thousand years.
Makes sense, right?  I’m actually not going to go 
into that today.  If you’d like more info on how the 
twelve tribes work, you can look at Season 4, Epi-
sode 33, or Season 5, Episode 30. 

If you want to know what happened, it’s a looong 
story, and you can read the Book of Kings for more 
info.  [WHAT?  More reading?  I only ask you ques-
tions so I can take the easy way out!]  Once the 
wise and powerful King Solomon died, his king-
dom splintered and the tribe of Efraim led a large 
rebellion, taking 9 of the other tribes with them.  
Anyway, our nation was divided, and each group 
fought a number of its own wars.  Finally, some 
time around 2,700 years ago, the Assyrians con-
quered the Northern kingdom and exiled them 
all over the world.  This is why we find groups in 
many places (like Ethiopia, for example) with an-
cient Jewish customs and roots.  It’s likely that 
many of these groups are descended from the ex-
iled 10 tribes.

Buuuuut, it’s still not quite true to say that ALL 
Jews come from only Judah, Ben-

DATES & RATES AT 
nageelawest.org/summer25

@nageelawest

@nageelawest

youtube.com/nageelawest

facebook.com/nageelawest

WOOSTER LAKE
ILLINOIS

180 acres of 
awesome!

World Class Staff
Creative Activities
Best staff to camper ratio
Jewish Excitement
Skill- building electives
Pensonal Care

Lake w/ boating
Awesome pool

Paintball
Ropes & Ninja course

Sports
Crafts



Lucas Hoffman
Ori Roth

Michaella Gazala
Hillel Nissim

Yaakov Polonsky
Josh Leyton

Babbi Locker

Happy Birthdays!

Instagram: @nageelawest
X: @nageelawest

info@nageelawest.org
www.nageelawest.org

801-613-1539

Jacob, my son; you must 
put these goat skins on 

your hands so when your 
father feels you he’ll think 

you are Esav!

How did you manage to 
finish your hunt so quickly? And your  

hands feel like the hands of Esav... 
Who are you really?

Erm, I’m...

You’re the 
GOAT!

Note & Disclaimer: Note & Disclaimer: We call this ‘Stump The Rabbi’ for fun, but that’s not really 
the point. The goal is to learn something important in an interesting way.
The answers here should not be taken as halachic decisions.  You should 
always ask a competent Rabbi personally.

CONTINUED FROM▲

Nageela Shabbos is a weekly publication 
of Nageela West Coast, Joyfully Jewish 

Experiences.

PICKLE
JEWS

jamin and Levi.  Even when the 
Assyrians exiled the northern tribes, they didn’t 
kick ALL of them out.  A decent sized percentage 
(probably around 10%) stayed in Israel, and many 
of them reintegrated with the Kingdom of Judah.  
So it may be accurate to say that MOST Jews come 
from 3 tribes, but certainly nothing close to ALL.

There are lots of legends about the 10 lost tribes, 
where they are, what they’re like, and whether 
their baseball teams use a DH or not.  For a Jew-
ish nation who has always felt alone among the 
nations, these stories are fascinating, hopeful and 
popular.  It’s likely that many of these stories are 
made up (especially the ones that mention Red 
Vines- any tribes who eat Red Vines are no kin of 
mine), but the core is true.  There were huge num-
bers (possibly millions) of Jews who were split up 
and thrown into the big bad world thousands of 
years ago.  Perhaps they will return with the com-
ing of Mashiach.  Perhaps many of them already 
have.

Have a Nageela Shabbos,

		  The Rabbi


