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Ding Dong, Egypt is dead!  Egypt  is dead!  Egypt  
is dead! 

Ding Dong, the wicked Egypt is dead!

From “The Wizard of Az (Yashir)-  the Musical” Sony 
Records, 1313 BCE.

The horrible, mean, abusive, sweaty (it’s hot in north 
Africa), idolatrous, manipulative, Egyptians had 

perished in the Sea of Reeds and now, finally the Jews 
were free (and we had no more trouble for the rest of 
history, wink, wink).

You might have heard that only the Jews sang praises 
to God.  The Talmud tells us that the angels had 

wanted to praise God, but they were told to stop. “My 
creations are drowning in the sea, and you want to sing 
praises?”   God cared even about the wicked Egyptians.  
He did what was necessary, but didn’t want the angels 
to sing about it!

The big question is, what about us?  If it’s inappropriate 
to sing praises to God when His creations are 

drowning, then why did Moses and the rest of 
the Jewish people sing the epic “Az Yashir” 
which, BTW, we’ve included in our daily 
prayers?

Let’s take a look at this song.  What 
did it mean for us?  It wasn’t just 

the most downloaded song of the Sinai 
desert (I would’ve said the Egyptians got 

downloaded, but that might be inappropriate).  It wasn’t 
just a bunch of soundwaves (again with the sea puns… 
really?) It was prophecy at a high level.  The Jewish 
people, seeing the profound miracles God performed 
FOR US at the sea, understood God and the world on a 
deeper level (get it? Deeper…well,the Egyptians did...)  
than ever before.  For the Jews to see and understand, 
and keep it inside, would have been wrong.  They had 
these new concepts inside of them, so it was extremely 
important that they USE their newfound appreciation 
and express it.  Their great appreciation for God had to 
flow from them (here we go again).

For the angels, it was just something that happened.  
They did not gain or grow in their understanding and 

appreciation of God.  They already knew all this stuff.  
For them, singing would have been insensitive.  

It's important for us to learn a balance in life.  We need 
to be sensitive.  We need to grow.  Sometimes those 

two things fit together perfectly.  Sometimes they don’t.  
I was once approached by a terrific  student 

who wanted to purposely mess up his 
tests so that his friend wouldn’t feel 
bad (or maybe he was just lazy).  
What would you advise him to do? 
Think about it.  I’m curious how 
many people will email or message 

me (after Shabbos, of course) with 
your thoughts.
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THIS WEEK:
Monday: LV Summerlin: 
5:45 for 4-6 grade
7-8 for grades 7-8
Because we've grown so much, we ask that you 
please stick to the age appropriate time.
Monday, Tarzana Jr. LNL 6:30
Thursday: Irvine Jr. LNL 6:15pm
Thursday: LA City Jr. LNL 6pm
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Gravady All Nighter - Las Vegas
Feb. 15th, 11:30pm
Treats for Troops- Arizona
Feb 20th 
Spring Regional
May 22-25

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Happy Birthday to family members celebrating 

this week!

Shylee Shabtai
Wyatt Rozea

VictoriaL’oren Sefia
Israel Ivgi

Gitai Gazala

Lielle Shlasinger
Asher Hennes

McGwire Pinkus
Ami Lipkind
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If two people on 
oposite sides of 
the world each 
drop a piece 
of bread, does 
Earth become a 
sandwich?

DEEPDEEP
THOUTHOU
GHTSGHTS

How did 
Pharaoh feel 

when the 
Jews fled through the sea?

He had a sinking feeling...

OUCH! GROAN!  

 got a better joke? Email it to dlocker@nageelawest.org

??

Mazel Mazel 
Tov!Tov!

To Avi and Ayala Gewirtz on the 
birth of their baby boy, Akiva!

IN ONE WEEK!LAST CHANCE TO SIGN UP!



Dear Rye T.,

When I was a teenager, I had a tee shirt that 
said, “If the right side of the brain controls the 
left side of the body, then only lefties are in 
their right minds!” BTW, I’m a lefty…
Although the tee shirt’s slogan was a joke, the 
truth is, there’s something special about us.  
A shocking percentage of US presidents have 
been lefties, and a disproportionate number 
of Nobel Prize winners.  
In biblical literature, we’re first introduced to 
lefties in the form of Ehud, a great leader of the 
Jewish people living about 3,000 years ago, 
predating our Jewish kings and holy temples.  
The Jewish people, at the time, were being 
persecuted by a tyrant named Eglon, who was 
the king of Moab (wait… the Jewish people 
being persecuted?  Has that ever happened 
before?).  Ehud wanted to get rid of Eglon, 
but the king was too heavily guarded.  Then 
he had an idea.  He trained himself as a left 
handed swordsman, and was able to hide the 
sword on the right side of his body,  where the 
royal guards didn’t search very carefully.  He 
rid the world of Eglon and rescued our nation 
from an oppressor.  As a kid, I always liked 
that story for two reasons.  One, or course, 
is that, as a lefty, I felt proud of ‘lefty power’ 
that prevailed.  The second is that the name 
Eglon sounded like eggroll to me.  I dunno.  I’m 
always thinking about food.  I like eggrolls.
In last week’s discussion, we spoke about 
specific expectations in Jewish life that are done 
properly with the right or the left hand (but 
mostly the right).  Today we’ll discuss how lefties 

fit in to these 
expectations.  
Are we lefties 
supposed to use 
our right hands like everyone else, or should 
we focus on our left side (and right mind)?  
The answer is, it depends (of course that’s the 
answer; that’s always the answer… but what 
does it depend on?  That also depends…).
As we discussed last week, there are a few 
different reasons why Jewsh law or custom 
would choose the right or the left side. 
Depending on what the reason is, that will 
determine what lefties do.  Would you believe 
there’s a book written just to explain this?  
Jewish law is very detail oriented.  Here’s an 
example:
The reason we lean on our left side while eating 
matzah on Passover is because of the way 
our body is built.  It’s healthier to lean on the 
left side than the right side.  In this case, the 
same applies to lefties, so righties and lefties 
would be the same.  On the other hand, when it 
comes to things where the right hand is used 
because it’s ‘more important,’ the Ashkenazi 
custom would be to follow whichever hand is 
more important to you, subjectively.  Therefore 
a lefty would hold the lulav in his or her left 
hand, instead of the right, because to a lefty, 
the left hand is more important.
In Tree Stump, we’ll show more examples of 
which practices left is right, and which ones, 
right is… oh, never mind.
Have-A Nageela Shabbat,

the Rabbi

Hi Rabbi,
Right side?  Wrong side?  I learned that I use my right hand 
to cover my eyes for shema even though I’m a lefty. But I also 
learned that I should hold a cookie in my left hand to make a 
blessing.  Why are they different?  Come to think of it, why do we 
do things with specific hands at all?  Why does it matter?
Thanks,

Ryley T. Yemini

ALL THAT'S LEFT

Stump the Rabbi is a 
forum where kids can ask 

ANY Jewish question. 
Have a question? Please 

send it in to
 stump@nageelawest.org
Questions here are real. Names 
and some wording have been 

changed.

Last week, we featured this question.  Because it's a big topic, we've decided to 
split it up into a two week segment.  Last week's topic was when and why Jewish 

practice insists on things being done with one side or the other.  This week we 
focus on lefties, how they're the same and how they're different.
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Reason to 
choose one 
side

For a lefty Examples

Physical 
strength

Your stronger 
hand is your 
left.  Use your 
left.

•	 Tefillin goes on the weaker arm. 
[Ambidextrous, ask a competent Rabbi]
•	 3 steps back after prayer should be with your 
weaker foot.

God’s 
right side 
represents 
mercy and 
kindness

Lefties are 
the same as 
everyone else.  
Use your right 
hand.

•	 Ritual hand washing- right hand first.
•	 Use right side first when putting on clothes.
•	 Use right hand to cover eyes during Shema

Position of 
your internal 
organs

Lefties are 
the same as 
everyone else.  
Use your right 
hand.

•	 Lean to the left at the Passover seder.
•	 Tap the left side of the chest during ‘slach 
lanu’
•	 Hold tzitzis during shema with left hand, near 
the heart

The side 
that is more 
prestigious

For a lefty, 
the left 
side is more 
prestigious.  
Use your left 
hand.

•	 Hold the lulav in your left hand
•	 Make blessings while holding the food in your 
left (or on a fork, held by your left.  You know 
what I mean)

In general, 
one should 
always turn to 
the right

Do the same as 
everyone else.

•	 When circling the synagogue with the Torah, 
should circle to the right (counterclockwise)
•	 Hoshanos on Sukkos, should circle to the right
•	 We light the menorah, starting on the left, so 
that we’re turning toward the right

Accommodating 
others 
entering or 
reading

Do the same as 
everyone else.

•	 Mezuzah is put on the right side of your 
doorway (entering)
•	 The positioning of the parchment pages inside 
the head tefillin

Things that 
depend on 
tefillin

Use the hand 
you use for 
your tefillin.

•	 Tie your right shoe first if you’re a lefty, 
because you tie your tefillin on your right side
•	 Use the hand without tefillin to rest your 
head during tachanun (which hand for tachanun at 
mincha is unclear)

Kabbalistic/ 
mystical 
reasons

Follow the rest 
of the world.

•	 When visiting a grave, place left hand, not 
the right, on the grave
•	 Cut the land hand nails first
•	 Torah scroll is always held in right hand
•	 Use right hand to point while reading the 
Torah

Kohein 
performing 
temple service

Sorry guys. •	 According to most authorities, lefties are not 
eligible to perform the service in the Holy Temple

Lefty Law
The things do lefties do the same as righties, 
and the things do they do differently.
All right?


