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Of the three vehicles 
below, which is the 
best?

Hmmm.  If this was a Top Trumps game, the 
rocket ship would probably win most categories.  
Except gas mileage.  The Flinstones car definitely 
is the most fuel efficient vehicle out there.  Move 
over, Tesla.  But if you had a choice of vehicles to 
own or drive, there’s no way you’re choosing the 
stone age, fictional, foot- powered- dino- scooter.  
Unless you don’t have a license, or your pet dino-
saur needs exercise.  

The history of Jewish Holy Temples has a similar 
comparison.  While traveling through the desert 
(and for a while after entering the land of Israel), 
the Jewish people put together the Mishkan, as 
described in this week’s Torah reading(s), a tem-
porary, portable temple that kind of lookjed like a 
Flintstone car, minus the vitamins.  Cur-

tains, simple wood boards, natural dirt floor and 
a rather small size made this building rather 
unimpressive on the physical scale.  A bit later on, 

King Solomon built a beautiful Temple in Jeru-
salem (called the 1st Beis Hamikdash).  Large, 
well- cut stones, much gold, it was amazing, and 
rather larger than the mishkan.  Then finally came 
the second Beis Hamikdash.  Specifically, after 
Herod’s renovations (sometime around the year 
20 BCE), it was huger, amazinger and beautifuller.  
The talmud says that if you haven’t seen Herod’s 
Temple, you’ve never seen a truly beautiful build-
ing.   Which temple was the BEST?

Well, if the purpose of a Holy Temple is to make 
the front page of Architectural Digest or get the 
most Instagram views, there’s no contest.  Herod 
should win.  Yet the opposite 
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is true.  When it comes to which temple provided the closest 
connection to God; which had the most miraculous exis-
tence and the greatest spiritual elevation, it was the Mish-
kan.  That which was the least beautiful.  In contrast, the 
second temple had no divine presence resting upon 
it.  This teaches an important lesson, which should be 
obvious, but somehow isn’t.  God cares wayyyy more 

about the internal things- our goodness and ho-
liness, than the external things like gold, silver 
and even pickles.  If we want to connect to God, 
our path there isn’t through building fancier 
synagogues (note: it is a mitzvah to make the 

mitzvos beautiful, so we SHOULD make our syn-
agogues nice, we just shouldn’t think that’s the 
main factor in our life work) but through building 
better selves. [Better selves, not better shelves. 
Sound catchy?  Maybe for next week’s Pickle Jews.]
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
When would it have been appropriate for a per-

fectly healthy man to wear his head tefillin, but 
not wear his arm tefillin?

NO CHEATING
answer on page 4

I have a delivery here for 
Betzalel...

It says it’s a ... a Mish can?  
There are a lot of boxes.

Great!  But why is it 
in parts that I have 

to assemble myself?  
Why didn’t God just 
send it completed?

I have no idea...
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Hi Rabbi,

Is it true that people are born evil?  I heard 
that the Torah says that by Noah’s flood- that people are 
born evil.  That’s a depressing thought.  Can we ever get 
away from that evil?

Thanks
Bayla B.

Dear Bay B,

No.  Not true.  
Well that was simple, wasn’t it?  Well it’s 
at least half untrue.  Did that make it 
clearer?  Not good enough?  Here we 
go.

Some religions preach that people are 
naturally bad and need to be saved.  
That people can not follow the path 
to goodness on their own, and need 
to borrow credit from some heavenly 
bank account.  We very firmly do not 
believe that.  In fact, the Torah clearly states in 
a number of places that God has given us the 
choice to be good or evil, and God commands 
us to choose good. It is a HUGE and important 
concept that WE. CAN. BE. GREAT. ALL. BY. 
OURSELVES.  That doesn’t mean it’s easy.  If it 
was easy, then it wouldn’t really be considered 
good. 

 The quote you mentioned in your question 
is from right after the flood.  God decided to 
have mercy upon the world and promised not 
to destroy it again.  The reason is because, as 
the verse says, “A person has an evil inclina-
tion from his youth.”  Not that people are evil.  
That people have the temptation to be evil.  Big 
difference.  We are born selfish.  Not shellfish.  

Selfish.  We’re born wanting stuff, think-
ing of ourselves instead of others.  As 

we mature we learn to (I mean we 
are SUPPOSED to learn to) think 

about others, make wiser de-
cisions and be good.  To fight 
against the negative forces 
within us.

The Talmud also tells us that 
the challenges of this world are 
so difficult that we need God’s 
help to succeed.  The differ-

ence is OUR choice.  We have 
the ability and the obligation to make 
the choices, on our own, to be good.  
Once we make those choices, God will 
help us overcome all the difficult chal-
lenges the world throws at us.  

So don’t be depressed.  You’re not evil.  
I’ll take it even one step further.  In some 
ways humans can be considered holier 
than angels.  Even though angels are 
perfect, and humans are far, far from 
perfect (with some notable exceptions), 
our success makes us greater.  If an angel 
is awesome, big whoop.  They were made 
that way.  If a person is awesome… Now 
that is something special.
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Stump the Rabbi is a forum where kids can ask ANY Jewish 
question. 

Have a question? Please send it in to stump@nageelawest.org

(Most) questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed.
Note & Disclaimer: Note & Disclaimer: We call this 

‘Stump The Rabbi’ for fun, but that’s not 
really the point. The goal is to learn something important in an interesting way.

The answers here should not be taken as halachic decisions.  You should always ask a 
competent Rabbi personally.
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ANSWER OF THE WEEK
QUESTION ON PAGE 2

When a kohen wore the priestly garments (bigdei kehuna) to serve 
in the mishkan or beis hamikdash.  

It was forbidden to have any separation between the begadim 
and the skin.  the kesones- the tunic- was a long shirt, with long 

sleeves and tefillin were not allowed to be put underneath.  
However, there was room on the head beneath the spot where the 
headgear was worn.  Thus a kohein would wear head tefillin, but 
not arm tefillin  (note: it was permitted for the kohein to put on 

the arm tefillin when the begadim were not being worn).
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EP if batman fought crime during the 
day, he would have really weird 
tanlines on his face.
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What do you call a beehive 
with no exit?

unbelieveable!

Think you can do better?  You’re probably right. 
Send your jokes in to dlocker@nageelawest.org

Speaking of which… the other day, I looked in 
the crib, and there was some random, strange 
baby there instead of our own baby!  I asked 
my older children what happened, and my 
daughter said, “You told me to change the 
baby, so I did!”
We’re still trying to get ours back.  If you’ve 
seen her…
BTW, I only make up true stories.

Have a Nageela Shabbos,
					   

The Rabbi
AMAZING WEEKEND!

Last week, Middle School students from 6 
cities came together for the annual west 
coast ncsy Jr Regional Shabbaton.  We en-
joyed touring San Francisco, go karting, 
arcades, a party bus and tons of singing, 
dancing, learning and delicious food.  Can’t 

wait for the next one!


