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Honolulu 6:55
Scottsdale 7:19
Henderson 7:38
San Diego 7:38
Las Vegas 7:39
Irvine 7:43

Los Angeles 7:46
Reno 8:08
Oakland 8:12
Park City 8:38

Hava Nageela, Hava Nageela,
Have- a Nageela Sponsorship
Contact dlocker@naqgeelawest.org for details

Golf Buddies

by Rabbi Dani Locker

“I'm so lucky to have such good
friends!”

Ben was enjoying a great

game of golf with his three best
friends. The truth is, he’d invit-
ed all three of them to join his
foursome, and they WERE all
friends, but there are friends
and there are friends. Luke

was a pretty friendly guy, and
they had shared some good
times. Leia was a much better
friend. They had gone to school
together, had worked together
and their kids were on the same
team in their tackle tic- tac- toe
league (TTTT was a very com-
petitive sport in their town).

But Han... Ben and Han were
absolute BFFs. They did every-
thing together.

and spent
their free
together.
Benal- |
ways had
the feel-

Q%(\%\&%%

that if he was with Han, all was
good.

Then the email came. Ben
checked his phone and found
out that his distant cousin (who
may or may not have been a
prince in Nigeria) had passed
away and left him 12.4 million
dollars. Yet he knew that in
order to receive the money, he
would have to travel deep into
the Nigerian tundra (yes, | know
there’s no tundra in Nigeria. But
| only make up true stories). It
would be months away from
home, and difficult trials to earn
his right to the inheritance (be-
cause there are always difficult
trials). Ben turned to Han, his
guy. “Han, you’re coming with,
right?”

“Ummm, well, you seeeee Ben...
l... No. | can’t come. | can’t go
away with you for a few months.
How will | make sure my cat is
fed? Also, I’'m winning my fan-
tasy football league. I’'m sorry
Ben. You know I've age
got your back, e&o““e*’cp §
but | can’t ‘&\(\“

o



do this.”
Ben was crestfallen. Literally. His toothpaste

tube had fallen out of his bag, and it was Crest.

He picked it up, but it didn’t diminish his disap-
pointment. He turned to his next best friend.
“Leia, how about you?”

“Actually, I'd really like to join you Ben. Let me
check my calendar.” Leia pulled out her phone

and swiped through the next couple of months.

“Ooo00. | don’t think | can. Tell you what
though... I'll give you a ride to the airport.”

Ben gritted his teeth, now
certain that he would have
no friend to accompany
him.

“I'll come.”

Ben whipped his head around so fast he nearly
dislocated his spleen (can you do that? | have
no idea). It was Luke, his kinda-good-but-defi-
nitely-not-best friend.

“Luke? Really? You’ll come?”
“Yeah. You’re my friend. You need help. I'm

What is Ehe connection
between this week’s
parsha and Chanukah?

Please do try to think of the
answer before Flipping to the
answer on page 4.
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The only things we keep are
the deposits in our mitzvah
account.

with you.”

Ben smiled to himself
and thought, “Maybe |
should have paid a little
more attention to my
friendship with Luke.”
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Fun story, now let’s break down

what it means. Han in the story is mon-

ey and success. Many people (most people?)
consider success in business to be their best
friend. We spend MOST
of our time working either
on a job or on schooling
directly related to getting
a better job. We tend to
feel like if our bank account is happy, all will

be good. Leia represents our family and close
friends. Family is a massive priority in life and
we spend a lot of time and emotion on con-
necting to our family. Luke represents the good
deeds we’ve done in our lives. The mitzvos
we’ve accumulated. They’re not always our fa-
vorite thing to do, but hopefully we appreciate
them and at least invite them to join our golf
foursome.

Then, eventually, we go the same direction as
all living things and we shift into a new life in
the next world. As wonderful a relationship as
we have with our money, property, cars and
tech (all the different manifestations of Han), it
will not accompany us to get our inheritance.
Its friendship and service is of zero value where

we're going. Our family and  continued on page 4

The Jews traveling through
the desert used cambulances to
care for anyone who got injuri

Y

While back in Eqypt,
all they had were
pyramedics
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Stump the Rabbi is a forum where kids can
ask ANY Jewish question.

Have a question? Please send it in to
stump@nageelawest.org

Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed.

Note: We call this ‘Stump The Rabbi’ for fun, but that's not really the point.
The goal is to learn something important in an interesting way.

#207 The Tablet Tableau

Hi Rabbi, Dear Co M Plete,
I hope you had a great What is cheesecake? Don’t know
Shavuot and did g{: eat too what jou ’re talking about there. |
much cheesecake! | am a can 4‘\" w't e Torah topic
little confused. 1keep hear- thoug d teris a C{;ett comlinon
ing about the Jews receivin misun erj ii\n in od | on
the Torah on Shavuot, vet a presented the Jewish people

Find reading £h Y 4 with the ten commandments at
| can find reading throug Mount SInai. True that the ten
the Torah is that God gave  commandments are what was
Moses the tablets which announced clearly out loud. Not

contained the ten command-
ments. That certainly isn’t
the whole Torah! Also, what
about, like, the things that
happened after Sinai. Like
aII the S{:uff in the desert for

true that it was the totality of
what was presented.

Here are a few things to chew on:

1. Na’aseh V’nishma. When the
Jewish nation arrived at Mount

ears That Sinai, Moses asked them (us) if
°°“ n't be giv- we wanted the Torah. We
en at Sinai, exclaimed, “We will do and we
could it? will listen!” That clearly means
that we were commlt’cmg to
Thanks, accept all of God’s instructions,
even the ones we hadn’t heard
Colleen M. et. Even if yo ¥ ropose that not

Plete all of the Torah was directly

given to us at Sinai, we
certainly committed to it
all at Sinai. That was when

REGISTRATION HAS
CLOSED FOR
CAMP NAGEELA WEST
2022!

DATES HAVE BEEN ANNGUNCED FOR 3 CAMP,
SESSION OPTIONS!
1. UTAH CAMPUS FEATURING SPORTS,
NATURE, FRIENDSHIPS § CREATIVE
SPECIALTIES,

2. TRAVEL CAMP OPTION, OR
3. FULL NAGEELA HYBRID EXPERIENCE!

Stump the Rabj;

the deal closed.

2. The very first statement in the
Mishnaic book of Avos states that
Moses received the Torah fr'om
Sinai, transmitted it to Joshua
then on to the elders, the pro he{:s,
etc. It then goes onin the same
paragraph to detail obScur‘e moral
a\ide mes— certainly not things
at are listed on the tablets This
mishna is tellmg us that EVeTyi:hm§
in the Torah and even in the Talmu
|Ss a product of the revelation at
inai.

3. The Torah itself sa gls of the
Sinai experience, “h iven the
tablets of stone and the Torah and
the commandments.” That seems a
little extra wordy if God only gave
us what’s written on the tablets
Maimonides ex flams (in his mtr'o)
It means that the written Torah
AND the explanations (oral Torah)
were all given to us at Sinai.

4. Rav Saadia Gaon tells us that all
613 commandments are hinted at in
the ten commandments.

From all these sources, it’s prett
clear that all 613 commandments
(plus more) were commanded at
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DAYS TO CAMP NAGEELA
WEST GIRLS SESSION

DAYS TO CAMP NAGEELA
WEST BOYS SESSION

Find out about our summer 2022 and see photos

From 2021 at nageelawest.org



ANSWER OF THE WEEK
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friends at least drive us to
the airport. They accompany
us on the final journey, but
that’s where they have to
stop.

We might not truly under-
stand the value of our mitz-
vos while we’re here. Sure,
we know it’s important to do good things. Yet
our deeds are the ONLY things that truly last
for eternity. If a person dies with a billion dol-
lars in their bank account, it’s the few dollars (if
they have a billion, then hopefully more than a
few dollars) they’ve given to charity that counts
in their permanent bank account. This week’s
Torah portion states, “Each person’s holy acts
will be for him.” One explanation of that line

is exactly what we’ve learned from Ben and

his golf buddies. The only thing that is truly
“for him” in the long run is the mitzvah bank
account. In Nigeria.

YEAR- END EVENTS THIS WEEK IN PARK
CITY, LAS VEGAS, LA CITY & VALLEY.
CONTACT US FOR DETAILS

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY!

Solomon Peters
Aharon Semel
Zachary Sefia
Liana Shamoil
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JOYFULLY JEWISH EXPERIENCES

Stump the Rabp;

continued from page 3

Mount Sinai on the 50th day after
Passover (AKA Shavuos). Not all of
them were put up in neon lights. Ten

core statements were chosen for that.

The rest was taught by Moses over time.

In terms of the later historic events, there’s
actually a Talmudic disagreement about
whether Moses wrote all those immediately,
ﬁr‘ophetically knowing exactly what would

appen, or whether he wrote them a bit at a
time, as they occurred.

Either way, when you hear people talking about
getting the Torah'at Sinai, it’s true. We'did. All
of it. Oh, and | suppose we got cheesecake, too.

Have a Nageela Shabbos,

the Rabbi

ASK MORE QUESTIONS AT STUMP@NAGEELAWEST.
ORG
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breaks the mold of old school Jewish outreach
by providing out- of- the- box social and
educational programs for Jewish children
across the West Coast. Through
afterschool activities, weekend

retreats and our signature summer
camp, we engage elementary and

middle school children in a fun and
meaningful experience.

Our “questions encouraged”

mindset makes Nageela a comfortable
learning and growing environment for

OUR SOCIETY’S
REGRESSION BACK TO
HIEROGLYPRICS

What do
people waiting for a haircut?

you call a bunch of

A barbercue

oUCH! GROAN!
Why do bad jokes happen to good people? Find a
bszerjoke. Send it to o\locker@nasealawe:f.ora

‘\a%ee\a West. c oask

Jewish children of all backgrounds.
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