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Trading Up

by Rabbi Dani Locker
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( Messages  Chiya Details
You must feel terrible.

You lost $600! What a
lousy day this is for you.

No not really. | feel pretty
great!

| don’t understand, why
aren’t you freaking out
that you lost so much
money?

Because | didn't lose the
money. | spent it. On a
brand new PS5 and a

sweet gaming chair! I'm
actually quite happy with
my choice.

Aren't you sad to be
down $600 in your bank
account?

Not really. | made a
conscious trade and | am
much happier having my

PS5 than having money
sitting and collecting dust
in Gringotts.

(O] Send

That conversation took place between the
great Rabbi Yochanan (180-239 C.£.)
and his student, Rabbi Chiya bar Abba.
Well, | can’t guarantee that every word
was $XACTLY the same. 0K, fine. I’ll fell
you the real story, but s not nearly as
inferesting as "y imagination made it.

Here goes:

Rabbi Yochanan and Rabbi C‘f\;l‘a were
fraveling h)au-\f\zr in northern Israel (ra-
wmor had it 'Hneﬂ were on their way home
from a ski trip at Mount Hermon, bat |
can’t confirm those reports). They passed a
number of properties that Rabbi Yochanan
had once owned. A field, an olive orchard
and a vineyard; all had been owned by
Rabbi Yochanan, but he had sold them to
pay For his expenses so he could continue to
study Toralh. Rabbi C\Aiv\a started crying,
becanse Rabbi Yochanan had lost so many
valaable possessions and now had little
left.

Rabbi Yochanan calmed
Rabbi Chiya down ,\““Q.



with this explanation: “My son, | sold something
that was given in b o\ou']: (worlo\lV\ possessions were
created daring the b first days) and bought some-
ering tHhat was siven in Yo o\ow\: (the Torah was
given with Moses spending 4O days in heaven).”
Forgeﬂ-ins the math for a moment, Rabbi Yochan-
an’s message is powerful and clear. “I did not lose
"y field and wmy vineyard. | spent them wi:elq on

scmeﬂxing far more valuable.?

A artist haswt lost money when he bvw‘.s Whis
paints, nor ag.n\w\f\/\ovw‘ violinist when acqu?r%ns an
expensive instrument. Athletes who hire personal

trainers and doctors who PaY for medical school...

these are all trades for .row\ei-\mins more valuable.

In Rabbi Yochanan’s ex-

ample, it is the wonder-

ful, life- changing stud

of :rorab\ w\nickswa? worf\: O%'

trading evzrv‘ﬂxins for. %ﬁ’bm

We measare the value of things Page"
bﬂ what we're wi\lins to trade for
them. You may end up paying more money

for Kosher food. It will cost more to attend a Jewsh
school or Jewish camp. Keeping shabbat and holi-
o\aw:, 9iving to c\r\a\rii‘v', being honest in business...
all of these could be looked at as costing more.
LeP’s look at it like Rabbi Yochanan or a PS5. T\nzﬂ
don’t cost ws more. That is a trade worth mak-

ing. A bit of money for the opportunity to live a
life committed, O\Ltc;flined and L\O‘V‘. So trade we-
Trade wp for God.

GALACTICALLY
SYNDICATED COMIC
STRIP



Stump the Rabbi is a forum where k-ids can

ask- ANU Jewish question.

Have a question? Please send it in fo
ump@nageelanest org

Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed

Note: We call this ‘Stump The Rabbi® for fun, but that’s not really the point

The godl is to leam something important in an interesting way

Stump the Rabj;

#159 Horizontal Commandments

Hi Rabbi,

Pve heard of the golden rule: “Treat
others how you would want o be
treated.” That sounds like a pretty
good rule to live life by, Does Ju-
daism actually give us more detailed
rules about how to treat other
people? Isn't i enough fo just live
by the golden mile?

Thanks
Harrison Zontal

Dear Harry Zontdl,
Let me tell you a story about a football player
named Tom Patrick.  That's a completely
tandom name. | dont know what you're
talk-ing about. Tom was the best plaver on
his High School varsity team. He worked
really, really hard to get an athletic scholarship,
and he was finally signed by one of the top
College Football teams in the country, with
a redl chance to play in a major bowl game.
From the time he was young, Tom had
practiced.  His daily workout routine was
extremely intense, and he worked hard to
be in the best shape possible. He threw the
ball, caught the ball, sometimes he even ate
with the bl
The first day of the season came, and
Tom was excited! He stepped on

'-—-'-/N
(> >
R

the field and the coach told him

to run play C7.

“Play C, what now?” Tom dsk-ed.
“Play C7" replied the coach.
“From page ¥ in the playbook-"
“‘Playbook. Umm, sure. The playbook-. |

thought that was meant ds a papereight
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or something”

The coach’s face tumned purple.  “Do you
mean to tell me that you expected fo step
on the field in a major college football game
without studuing the playbook- and knowing
every play backwards and forwards?”

“But why is i all necessary?” Tom wanted to
know. ‘| practice football all day every day.
That should be good enough!”

“Son, listen to me, and don’t ever forget this.
If you ever want fo be serious about anything
in your life, you cant just try’ Uou need
to carefully plan out your moves. I you
want to be successful in business, in sports
or in relationships on a high level, there are
rules and strategies that need to be followed.
Everyone on this field is a great athlete. To
beat them, you need to get 1o the next level
That's why we have a playbook-”

So mainy cuftures, religions and social circles talk-
about being good to other people. Kindness,
care and love are spoken about all over the
world. How do vou k-now when a culture is
Just talk-ing a good game, and when they are
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Stump the Raby;

contin

really serious about tak-ing your interpersonal
performance to the next level? Pl +ell you
how. When a culture or religion has actual
laws detailing exactly how to do business
honestly, how to give charity and how to
speak- to others, that tells you that it’s 4
true priority.

Moses brought two tablets with him as his
carry-on luggage when he came down from
Singi. One tablet has what | call vertical
mitzvot. Picture 4 set of vertical/ up- down
arrows. These are the commandments that
tell us how to act in our relationship with
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God. The second tablet is all horizontal.

Picture sideways arrows. These are the
commandments that guide us on how fo
act toward other people. Wait. That medns
that HALF of the commandments in the
table are about how we treat other people!
Also, why did they allow him onboard with
two carry ons? Hmm, maybe because one
of them is a ‘personal’ item.

Uou mentioned ‘the golden rule’ which is
tak-en from a statement of the great sage
Hillel. But #'s misquoted. And it leaves out
half A man who wanted to become Jewish
came o Hillel and ask-ed the Rabbito teach
him the whole Torah while he was standing

on one foot. Hillel told

him, “That which you

hate, don’t do to someone

else. That is the entirety of

the Torah. The rest is details.

Go and leam #” The golden rule

is great! But look at what Hillel said.
“Go and learn the details” H's not enough
to try not to hurt people or even to work
really hard to treat them kindly. We must
learn the details. Stay tuned for some more
details on horizontal mitzvot

Have a Nageela Shabbat,

the Rabbi
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A snail tried to
remove his shhell to
move faster.

But it \)u:i‘ made
Wims more s\us\sk
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breaks the mold of old school Jewish outreach by
providing out- of- the- box social and
educational programs for Jewish
children across the West Coast.
Through afterschool activities,
weekend retreats and our

signature summer camp, we

engage elementary and middle

school children in a fun and
meaningful experience.

Our “questions encouraged”

mindset makes Nageela a
comfortable learning and growing
environment for Jewish children of
all backgrounds.



