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The Jewish people had
some dark times and

| n n " have been to some
dark places. This

summer, we had the privilege of going to an
extremely dark place. Moab. I'm not referring

to the biblical land of Moab, though. Moab, Utah

is rated one of the darkest places around. It has
a few designated international dark sky places,

which are excellent places to view the Milky Way

and other chocolate bars. As a Jew, walking
into a town called Moab should be almost like,

| dunno, a Smurf using a mouthwash called
Garglemel. Or Harry Potter shopping at a store
called Vold-Mart. You might not know this, but
Moab holds a special place in the Jewish
nation’s book of enemies. A book that
isn’t very short, by the way.

Why is Moab so reviled? What did
they do that was so nefarious? Only
two nations, Ammon and Moab,
are permanently excluded from
ever marrying in to the Jewish

the Germans, the Romans or the
ancient Egyptians. Ammon and

Moab. Their sin? Improper use

of the apostrophe.

No. n'ot r'eally. Ap'ostrphes
are ov'er rate’'d.
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The Torah
tells us two reasons that these na-

tions are canceled. 1. They attempted

to destroy us by hiring a fellow named
Bilam to curse us. That sounds pretty bad.

2. They didn’t kindly meet us with bread and
water while we were traveling. That honestly
doesn’t sound too bad.

Personally, I've never hired an evil prophet to
curse anyone. | have, on several occasions, not
brought bread and water to people passing by
my house. Why just today, we got an Amazon
delivery and nobody in my family even thought
of chasing down that electric truck to serve
some Gatorade and Oreos (the modern version
of bread and water, | think). What I'm trying to
get at here is that it's hard to understand why
the Torah would mention them both together. As
if there’s some moral equivalency. As if a lack
of hospitality is just as bad as genocidal male-
diction. It's not. So why does the Torah list these
two things together?

Evil doesn’t start as evil. Not usually. Osama
Bin Laden wasn’t born Osama Bin Laden. Well,
technically, | suppose he was Osama Bin Lad-
en, but being Osama Bin Laden didn't make
him actually Osama Bin Laden. You know
~——_what| mean,
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right? NO? People (or in this case, nations) do  because that was their gateway to becoming

not suddenly become the types of people who such terrible people. ~
are ready to harm or even wipe out a nation. &
There’s a path to get there. That's right! If | think the lesson is obvious. No, &
you've ever wanted to become truly Ev“ ﬂoes | don't mean to start throwing s
evil, it takes work... maybe not much t n 1S food at neighbors walking <)
work, but there is a path. That path nﬂl sia their dogs down the block. u-
starts with ignoring simple kindness. Don't overlook the small stuff. &
That doesn’t turn a person evil imme- Don’t say, “What's the big deal %
diately, but it might lead to a callous ifldo___ orifldontdo ? It's notthe k&
word, an insult, or something dishon- est. end of the world. You're right it's not; not yet, 8
From there it gets gradually worse. Moab may  at least. But small problems can become big-
have actually been banned from the Jewish ger ones unless we us’e prop’er punctuati'on.
nation because of their truly horrific crimes, but

it's worth mentioning their lack of hospitality OUR LAS VEGAS MIDDLE SCHOOL BOARD
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Stump the Rabbi is a forum where kids can ask ANY Jewish question.

Have a question? Please send it in to stump@nageelawest.org

(Most) questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed.

Note & Disclaimer: We call this ‘Stump The Rabbi’ for fun, but that's

not really the point. The goal is to learn something important in an interesting way.
The answers here should not be taken as halachic decisions. You should always ask a competent
Rabbi personally.

Hi Rabbi,

Do all Jews have a portion in the world to

come? I've heard a quote that says something like that.

#245 Whyis that fair? If a Jew is bad, shouldn't he lose it?
Moneyback Thanks
Guarantee Rochelle E Ward

Dear RE Ward,

Nah. Fake news. Really.

Firstly, not all Jews get reward in the world
to come. Secondly, people who are not Jews
can get a portion in the world to come.

You might be thinking about the Talmudic
quote that says, "All of Israel has a portion in
the world to come.” You might say to your-
self, "Well, that sure sounds like all Jews get
reward in the world to come."

Have you ever been to a store with a
'WELCOME' sign? Or a "Come
we're open!” Yet some of those
same stores also have signs that
say something like "No shirt, No
Shoes, No Service." or "No Radio-
active Spiders allowed beyond
this point.” or "No Jews." I think
we all understand that those
signs mean that everyone is
welcome EXCEPT those who are
specifically excluded. While the
Talmud does state that all Jews
have a portion in the world to
come, the VERY NEXT phrase is
the continuation which says, "The follow-
ing DO NOT have a portion.” It then goes
on to list a few examples, such as someone
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who denies God or one who denies the truth
of the Torah. Each person's portion in the
next world is specific to them, and they can
earn or lose it based on their actions.

The first part of the mishna is telling us that
Jews who sin and get the death penalty are
cleansed by that death and can get their
portion in the world to come. All Jews also
have fantastic potential for reward in the
next world. But it ain't guaranteed. More
than that, there's nobody who can earn it for
you but yourself.

Some other religions believe that nobody
can earn their own reward. That

= ny you have to somehow buy in to

‘ some national or communal,
heavenlg bank account. Our

1 mishna is raising a fundamental

| part of Judaism. You can earn
(or lose) your own reward ON
YOUR OWN. You don't need

' anyone's help.

| Have a Nageela Shabbos,

The Raobbe
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WHEN WILL THE COUNTDOWN BEGIN?




DWAVE OVENS SHOULD COME WITH A

Join Kollel’s Sunday Morning

JEW YOU WANNA
HEBREW |

Schedule your
enrollment meeting today!
office@lasvegaskollel.org
702-487-3133

Kollel’s Hebrew School is the Kollel’s Hebrew School
right choice! is for:

Dedicated to engaging our studentsina - Jewish children who need beginner-level
positive Jewish learning experience! Jewish culture and Hebrew reading skills
Our students are instilled with Jewish pride.  * Advanced day-school students looking for
They are given the opportunity to explore Jewish enrichment
and identify with the practices and - Students looking to get a head start on a
traditions of Judaism and Jewish values. meaningful Bat or Bar Mitzvah

Your child belongs at Kollel’s Hebrew What your child will learn and

School! experience:
v No temple membership required + Hebrew reading " !

+ Meets 9:45 - 11:15 Sunday mormnings at . Prayer Y A A
Kollel - Torah (Bible) & Jewish history i ' p
K through 8th grade -Holidays and Shabbat - i, N o AA

JEWNIOR NCSY IS THE MOST EXCITING WAY FOR KIDS TO EXPERIENCE
THE AWESOMENESS OF JEWISH COMMUNITY
THERE'S NEVER A MEMBERSHIP FEE
NO PREVIOUS JEWISH EDUCATION IS REQUIRED

QUESTIONS? CONTACT RABBI LOCKERAT 917.613.1037

 Warm and knowledgabl st Mizvot & ehics MONDAY, AUG 28. 6:00-8:00
+ Tuition $700 + Musical activities, crafts, and games @SKVZﬁNé (FORMERLY GRAVADY)
. I(:/ommuity Kollel Gr:aler Las Vegas 4TH-8TH GRADERS. $1313PER PERSON

1755 Village Center Circl /702.487.3133 / www.lasvegaskollel.org RSVP REQUIRED ATWESTCOAST.NCSV.ORG OR SCAN OR

HEY!STORNTHINKIEIRSTSNOIREEKING!

ponsored by the Streite
family, may their children ‘
merit to grow up as Torah

learning Jews!

JOYFULLY JEWISH EXPERIENCES



