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Teachers Rock?

by Rabbi Dani Locker

y greatest teacher is a

rock. Or did I meanh my
teacher rocks? Or my rock
teaches grapes?

You might have heard
of the Talmudic quote:
“Who is a wise person, he
who learns from everyone.”
OK. I can handle that.
What about learhing from
ihahimate (for those who
heed help with vocabulary,
see the dictionary clipping
attached) objects?

There’s ah old story about
two kids who play in a
muddy puddle, but only one
of their faces gets dirty. .
When theyre dohe, the one
with the dirty face sees his
friend and assumes his face is
clean. The one with the clean
face washes his face, seeing
his friend and assuming he’s
equally filthy.  We can't
always see our own faces, and
our owh problems and flaws.
Wheh we see someone else
messing up badly, sometimes

it makes wus say,
[ “Whoa. I do the same

Inanimate [in-anuh'mit] | thing. 1 gotta stop.”
adj. A teeneager with a cellphone |« Th  the  biblical

W book of Mishlei
(Proverbs), the wise
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King Solomon said.. T'll just
paraphrase: “I was cruisin
down the highway and 1
passed this gihormous house
owhed by a lazy dude. It was,
like, totally messed up. The
walls were brokeh, the trees
were overgrowh, ahd Kids had
spraypainted all over the walls.
I said, “Hey, Siri. Remihd me
hot to be lazy.”” Ummm, this
may hot be an exact quote of
King Solomon (he may have
been an Android type of King),
but you get the idea. He saw
the danger of lazihess because
someohe had actvally epicly
failed. Seeing that inspired
him to be more proactive and
efficient in his life.

h our parsha, Miriam and

Aaroh have a conhversatioh
about their holy brother,
Moshe. Miriam continued on back
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Stump The Rabbi
IsReality

Hi Rabbi,

| was told by a non- Jewish friend
that all Jews are supposed to visit
Israel ot least once in their lives. Is
this tvve? why is it important? It
seems to just be a countyry.

Thanks,

Elanovr Allan

Dear E\ A\,

J ust a country??? we need tohave

Q 9ood conversation about this
one, but it's too long For today. |
think I'l tackle thof part of it next
week, and today, I'\l simply address
the part of your question wheve you
asked about visiting Isvael.

've often said things \ike, "Every

Jew should 9o to Isvael at least
once. However, theve's actually
no vule or law that says that. | just
think it's smart advice.

L "
Isvael is a phone chavgey.

"OK, Rabbi. You've lost your mind
again.’

Never had them in the fFirst place...

hen | was a kid

(back when it
snowed in the summey
and it was uphill both
ways walking to school),
phones weve attached
to the wall. You veally
couldn't go anwhere if

VIEIRY
PUNNY

Ouch. Have a better pun?
Send it in fo dlocker@nageelawest.org

you weve on the phone,
or if Yyou expected Q
phone call. If you had o
veally, veally long phone
covd, you could manage
to tangle up people in
sevevral rooms at once aOfs
you chatted. It always resulted in
pevrsonal injury and severe domage.
Hospitals had o sepavate ward
For phone covd injuries. It was like
texting and driving. Did you hear
aobout the clumsy kid who tripped
over a covdless phone?

Ce\\ Pphones give us much move
Freedom to go places, but if you
don't plug it into the wall every
couple of days C(or in my case, every
20 minutes), it's all over. we can
live as Jews pretty much anywhevre
in the world (except for places
like Algevia, Bangladesh, Brunei,
lrvan, Iraq, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya,
Malaysia, Ooman, Pakistan, Saudi
Avabia, Suvdan,Syria, United Avab
Emivrates and Yyemen who will not
allow an Isvaeli citizen to entevr
theiv countries). we may even
have a "9ood signal” and have a solid
Jewish connection. Yet, once in
awhile, we've 9ot to go back to our
spivitual poweyr souvrce and recharge
our batteries. How does it recharge
us?

Fivst of al\\, Israel has the most
inspivational places to visit.
Scenes of great mivracles, places of
holy acts, and the buvrial places oF
ouvr all- time greatest \eaders. It's
not unusval For people to cry when
they visit the sacred Kotel- the last

Which old time American
settlers were always taking
medication?

The Pillgrims!



remaining wall of the Holy Temple,
which has been standing fFor over
2000 years. You can see the vocks
that were smashed by the Roman
invaders, and visit the tomb of
the prophet Samuel. | could 9o on
waxingpoeticaboutallthe amazing
inspivation you can 9Qin in Israel..
the tvuth is, it's dipficu\t For a Jew
to Fully appreciate Judaism without
seeing out history upclose.

Second\y, the enevqy oF
excitement of o country whevre
just about everyone is O fellow Jew
is palpable. It's a \and fFu\l of ideas,
experiments, debate and \earning.
And Felafel. And Krembo... just
sayin...

Fino\\y, thevre are Godly, mystical
powers at work. The talmud tells
us the airitse\f mokes you wise. Over
the years, many of the greatest
Torah scholars and righteous people
have lived in Israel.

heve is a mitzvah in the Tovah

to visit the Beis Hamikdash, the
Holy Temple in Jevusalem thvree
times a yeavr, on the holidays of
Pesach, Shavuos and Sukkos. oOnce
every seven yeQrs, every Jew, even
the babies were obligated to visit
Jevrusalem wheve they'd hear a
public reading of the Torah, vusvally
by the rveigning king. These visits
weve important For many reasons.
Oone of them being that it gave all
Jews o chance to meet each otherv,
9et strength in numbers, and feel
\ike we've part of something biggev.
which we ave.

heve's even a mitzvah simply

to walk in Isvrae\! In that case,
Visiting is certainly a mitzvah.
'm pretty sure that in this case,
bicycling, driving, kayaking, jeeping
or camel riding would also count. |
think the buses actually fly, so not
suve if that would count.

\though your friend is technically

incovrvrect, | still agree. Every Jew
SHOULD 9o to Isvrael at least once...
Theve are wondevgul Isvrael trps, some
of them Free ov close to it, through
great ovganizations like JWRP, NCSY
and olami. Therve are also amazing
9aop Yyeavr programs, whervre you can
toke o year before you start college
to travel and study in Isvrael. Feel fFree
to email me if you want details on an
Isvael trip Fov you.

Remembeyv, Isvrael IS REAL!

Have - - Nageela Shabbat,
ZM%

Stump the Rabbi is a forum where kids can ask
ANY Jewish question.
Have a question? Please send it in to
stump@nageelawest.org
Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed
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ASK US ANYTHING!
stump@nageelawest.org



As the ancient Hebrew are wandering the desert...

The Jews accept the migsion and begin construction...

continued from front

makes the mistake of
comparing ~ Moshe  to
ordihary prophets (as if!),
and she suffers because
of it. Next week’s parsha
starts with the 10 scouts
who spoke hegatively about
the land of Israel. What's
the connection?  They
should have seen what
happened to Miriam, and
learned their lesson hot to
speak hegatively at all.

This is Bill

Bill is too lazy to
have a real body.

Don’t be like Bill.

This is what great people

do. They see lessons in
everything around them.
In the plants and the
rocks, ih their friends and
family. Even terrible news
we cohstantly hear about
people doing things they
should hot can help inspire
us, if we look at it the right
way.

Dorﬁ‘ be like Bill.

Tube

entertaining and informational videos.
tinyurl.com/selfietorah

channel for up to date Nageela content.
www.youtube.com/nageelawest

Subscribe to the Camp Nageela West YouTube

WED, JULY 18 BOYS CAMP ROAD TRIP START DATE

almogt got it right...

DID JEW KNOW?

Because the menorah in the holy

temple was made of metal and had

seven branches, it is inapprriate
for Jewish families to use a seven
branched candelabra for Shaabat
candles or other purposes.
If you have one, consult a Rabbi on
whether it may be used.

(see Igros Moshe Y.D. 3:33)

Subscribe to the “Rabbi Locker” YouTube channel
for weekly Selfie Torah videos, educational,

to Nageela family members
celebrating their birthdays this
week!

Zachary Gray
David Poura

SUN, JUNE 3 SUN, JUNE 10 WED, JUNE 27 Corben Slater
TAHOE/ RENO LAS VEGAS GIRLS CAMP ;
YEAR END YEAR END ROAD TRIP Akiva Taubenblatt
EVENT BOWLING EVENT  START DATE Solomon Peters
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