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6¢ eah, whatever.

hate the guy, but I should probably help him.”

o thoughts like that ever cross your mind?

From a young age, we are traihed that ho
matter how we feel, we have to act the right way (at
least T hope so). But is that enough?

The Torah guides us to help people. Not only people
who we want to help; even those who we would really
prefer hot to. The following is not an exact translation.
It's a loose paraphrase, based oh Targum Yohasanh. “If
this dude who you really don't like has a donkey- which is
weird, because who has donkeys these days- and his donkey
is totally getting down (literally getting down; there’s
a heavy load on it's back, making it crouch), you should
chill, get rid of the hate, man, and help your brother’s
donkey out.” OK. TI'm pretty sure that didn't make any
sehse. The basic idea is that if you see someone’s animal
struggling, even if that animal belongs o your enemy,
you should help him. But it's hot enough to simply use
your body to help him. You're supposed to temporarily
forget your hatred. Don't just act like you like him, try
ahd FEEL like you like him, just for a little while.
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hy? 1t's bad enough the Torah instructs me to help

a guy I hate. I can understand that. T've got to
be hice. Fine. But why do I have to try and LIKE him?
It seems uhnecessary and unfair.

The Torah is hot an instruction manval for computers
and robots. The rules and lessons of the Torah
are there to train us fo become better people. If we
follow the rules of the Torah and we don't change for
the better, then we're missing out oh something truly
valuable. Many of the Torah's instructions tell us how
to treat people. This includes commandments to give
charity, lend money, do business honestly and give our
friends good advice. If you do all these things while
thinking, “I really can't stand this guy, but I gotta
do what's right anyway,” you're losing out on half the
mitzvah. Mitzvot that deal with our relationships with
people are only properly fulfilled if they come along
with respect and appreciation for those people.

ry this out at home or in school. There will be fimes
Twhen you've got to help out someone you'd rather
hot help. Take a moment, click pause onh that hatred
for just a few minutes, and really try to focus on that
person’s good qualities. It may or may hot work, but it
will certainly increase your OWN good qualities.
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Photo of the Week

Matter of Time

Students at Nageela Hebrew School in Las Vegas working on a massive
timeline, putting important events and people in Jewish history in
perspective of world history.
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Tribal & Error

Hi Rabbi,

If the tribe you come from is determined from your
father, then what tribe do you come from if your
father isn’t jewish but your mother still is jewish?

For 7-8 graders. PM
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Stump the Rabbi is a
forum where kids can ask
ANY Jewish question.
Have a question? Please
send it in to
stump@nageelawest.org

Thanks,
Patricia Lynn Neal

Dear Patri Lynn Neal

A very thoughtful question, and one that
applies to a lot of people. Here’s some
background for our readers:

We Jews trace ourselves back to Jacob,
who lived about 3,500 years ago. Jacob’s
children formed the original Jewish
nation, and were organized into 12 tribes
(10 sons of Jacob and 2 grandsons).
You're right that you belong to whatever
tribe your father belonged to. You're also
right that having a Jewish mother makes
one Jewish. So what to do if someone’s
mother is Jewish, and father is
not? Well, did you know that this
exact situation ismentioned i
the Torah? While the Jews
were wandering through
the desert, there wasaman
whose mother had belonged
to the tribe of Dan, yet his
father had been Egyptian. “#
He wanted to join his

Questions here are real. Names
and some wording have been
changed.

mother’s tribe, but remembering his
father (who had been a horrible guy,
BTW) the tribe did not want him. They
argued about it for a while, and then
finally decided to ask Moses himself! The
verdict Moses gave is that this man and
those like him (and also people who are
not born Jewish but convert to Judaism)
are a completely new category of Jew.
Does this make this group outsiders? Is
it like being in Hogwarts without being
a part of Gryffindor or Ravenclaw? Is
it tantamount to being a Divergent (if
you didn’t get those references, just let
it go)?

Let me ask you something. Do
you know what tribe you're
from?

=~ I didn’t think so. I don’t
. either! Most Jews don’t
= have any idea what tribe
they come from. Of course
Kohanim and Leviim do, but
CO.




continued from page 3

they’re a small minority. In our exile all over the world, our tribes make virtually
no difference. Mostly, the point of tribes and tribal identity is land ownership. When
the Jews entered the land of Israel, Joshua divided the land among the twelve
tribes. Each group got their own unique part of Israel, to keep and pass down to
their descendants. The tribe of Levi, our spiritual leaders, did not get land of their
own. Rather, they were given cities to live in and carry on their holy work. Converts
and those with gentile fathers joined the tribe of Leviin these cities and other areas
throughout Israel. They were (and are) a part of the Jewish people in every respect.
They can write or read a Torah, testify in court, or become a prophet. They can buy
and sell stuff... even homes. Just not permanent land. And they can make a mean
gefilte fish.

Nowadays, it really makes no difference at all. Like I said,
most Jews don’t even know their tribe. So that’s pretty
much the same as not having one. The important thing
to focus on now isn’t how to divide us up, but how to bring
us together.
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