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by Rabbi Dani Locker

Tha’r's weird.

K, let me take a step

back and  explain
what's weird (aside from
the guy who just passed
by my window wearing a
fur hat and flip flops...
but then again, it’s Vegas).
This Shabbat, the one
that comes right before
Passover, is called Shabbat
Hagadol, or THE GREAT
SHABBAT. What's so great
about it? Shabbat is great,
but why is THIS Shabbat
khown as “the great one?”
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The Greatest Shabbat

One of the explanations
given is that a great
miracle happened oh the
Shabbat before the original
Passover. As the Jews were
preparing to leave Egypt,
each family took a lamb
and brought it into their
houses, to be used later as
the Passover offering. This
was itself amazing, because
the Egyptians worshipped
sheep, and yet ho Egyptian
policeman or PETA members
(Pagan Egyptian Theology

Association) stopped

them.  In memory of

this great miracle, each

year we commemorate
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by celebrating the Shabbat
before the seder as the Great
Shabbat- Shabbat Hagadol.

hat’s weird.
No+ the fact that we

celebrate a great
miracle. That’s hormal. The
fact that we celebrate the
DAY OF THE WEEK; that’s
weird. Sure, Labor Day is the
first Monday ih September.
We don't ever do that for
Jewish holidays. Passover is
oh the 15th day of Nissan, ho
matter what day of the week.
Rosh Hashana can fall out on
Mohday, Tuesday, Thursday
or Saturday (the first day
of Rosh Hashaha cah hot fall
out onh the other days of
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Stump The Rabbi
Ringing off

Hi Rabbi,

what's the point of sacrifices? |
know that in the Temple, people
would bring animals and they'd
g9et burned on the altav. | heavrd
God likes the smell. Can you please
explain what that means?

Thanks,

Shepsil Burns

Dear Shepsil,

Dirfrevent English wovrds arve used
to describe bringing an animal
Qs O sacvrifice, tribute or offFering.
The Hebvrew wovrd is Korban, which
means to come close, or approach.
The goal of a korban is to help o
pevrson get closer to God, not just
as a mindless act of rvitval. How
does this wovrk?

Mitzvah Minutec

Owning Chametz on Passover

Source:
For seven days, leaven shall not be
found in your homes... and you
shall not see chametz (Book of
Shemos chapter 12 verse 19).

!

Details: :
e There’s a separate mitzvah §
to not eat chametz. TThis
mitzvah is about not
having chametz even if you K
don’t eat it. e
e Chametz refers to any grain product
that has been allowed to rise

(basically anything with grain
aside from matzah)

A
e

to chametz you own, even if it’s
not in your house (let’s say you

Heve's the deal. we

mentionedin q previous

week (Dvar Tovah +to

Parshat vayakhel...

you can l\ook it up in

Naogeela SHabbos Season
2, Episode 24) that we can measure
what's important to us by what
we've willing to give up fFor it. You
know, for example, that a griend
is tvuly important to you, if you're
willing to miss o big game to help
him.

when we take an item of value
and offer it to God, we've actually
saying, "My relationship with you is
important enough that I'm veady
togive up this very expensive cow."
God cevtainly doesn't need our
cows, and He doesn't have a nose
(which is odd, because the Jews, His
children have movre than avevrage
in that department) to smell the
voasting meat. By bringing an
OFFering, we're showing Him that
He is 0 priority in our lives.

Theve are three main sitvations

a short weekly
column introducing
one of Judaism’s 613
commandments

a business)

e Any chametz left in the house
on the day before Passover (this
coming Friday morning) must
be removed by destroying it or
selling it to someone who’s not

e foods like Jewish

peanut butter e Chametz that was owned by a Jew

| or rice, though through Passover should not be
.~ % most Jews do eaten
| not eat on
Passover, are Lessons:

= ot actual e Having inappropriate  things
chametz and around usually lead to us using
may be owned them when we shouldn’t

= o This applies e Passover and chametz is not just
about our stomachs. Our entire
life has to be rid of chametz.

have a storage facility, or you own



when it's important to do this:

AW the time. | know it's unfair to
say 'three situations” and then
throw "all the time at you. In the
Temple, 2 daily korbanot weve
brought on behalf of the entire
nation (and additional ones on
holidays) to help remind us on a
daily basis to keep God in our lives.

when we've done
something wrong.
Some OFFerings
avre brought after
we've messed up.
It happens to us
a\l\, and at that
time move than
any other, it's
super important
toremind ourselves that God \oves
us, and remind God that we \ove
Him.

when something 9good happens in
ouv lives. The cateqory of "peace
ofFfering” is bvought when we
survive an illness, have a great
success, or simply to connect to
God. Sometimes people only turn
to spiritval thoughts when times
ave digficult. These OFFerings
help remind us to connect to God
when times arve g9ood as well, and
to thank him fpor what we have.
For many people in ancient times,
animals were the most valuable
thing they owned. They "smelled
9ood” to God means that He is
haoppy when people show their
dedication.

Maimonides adds that many
nations have
built their ~

Subscribe to our email list.

veli 9 i O N § Getthispublication + Selfie
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to to get started.

OFFevring an animal to God is q
clear sign that we do not put any
value in their animal worship.

Butit's2018. Wedon'thaveatemple,
and we don't practice korbanot
today. what takes the place of
these important offerings? oOuv
wovrds and our actions. Prvayer
has vreplaced physical offerings by
reminding Us to stay close to God.
Korban. Ouyvy actions, too, show
what is truly important in our
lives.

So vemembevr, you don't need a
cow, to connect to the King of the
mooniverse...

Have - - Nageela Shabbat,

oy

Stump the Rabbi is a forum where kids can ask ANY
Jewish question.
Have a question? Please send it in to
stump@nageelawest.org
Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed
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I brought
the sac of

I asked for a
sac ri fice!

\ e == e
‘:'v'l “.‘ P | = ¥
%, . | — — -
T —
N

the week).
This  pre-
Passover miracle took place on
the 10th day of Nissan. This
year, that'll be Monday. It's
weird that we celebrate on
Shabbat, instead of on the date
of the miracle.

Bu’r something else happened,
specific to Shabbat. Shabbat
is unusual, it's got two heads.
The global head, and the Jewish
head. 1t existed before the Jews
existed... since the very creation
of the world. 1+ would make
sehse for all people to celebrate
Shabbat, as a reminder of God’s
creatioh.  Yet, Shabbat is a

continued from front

Jewish holiday. Only Jews keep
it, and it’s considered a “sigh” of
God’s love for us. When and how
did this happen?

t was the Shabbat before

we left Egypt; the Shabbat
when all the Jews proved our
dedication to God by risking
our lives and gathering lambs
(we risked limbs for lambs- 1
like the sound of that). That’s
wheh Shabbat transformed from
being a global holiday to being
a Jewish holiday. That's when
Shabbat morphed or evolved or
marihated (depending oh whether
you're a fah of Power Rangers or
Pokemon or pickles) and became
greater. Our great- great-
grandparents, by choosing to
trust God on Shabbat, increased
our cohhectioh to Shabbat and
its importance in the world.

I’r’s hot just a Shabbat that's
great. It's a GREAT SHABBAT

1 Tube

Subscribe to the “Rabbi Locker”
YouTube channel for weekly
Selfie Torah videos, educational,
enterfaining and informational
videos.
tinyurl.com/selfietorah

Subscribe to the Camp Nageela West
YouTube channel for up to date
Nageela content.
www.youtube.com/nageelawest
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