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Who do you Hiink is the most
evil villain in \rxi:forl\? Volde-
mort? Sauron? Papa Smurf?
Thanos? Pharaokh? Haman?
Black licorice?

| searched this question online
and someone suggested God in
the Torah. I—\e»\, it l\O«\’re that
person, let’s grab a coffee and
talk about it. The truth is that
evil comes in many shapes and
sizes.

Reading ‘H/\rOks‘/\ this week’s
PO\U\AO\, | found :omei"/\ins t+o be
very confusing. Abraham wants
his son Isaac to get married, so
he sends W\is frust-
ed servant and
student, ¢liezer to
scout out a good
wife for him. He
gives very specific
instractions that he

The Badness Index
by Rabbi Dani Locker

should go to Abraham’s rela-
tives in distant Charan, rather
Hhan 9iving any Hnous\rd' to the
local girls. OK. Here’s where
it gets interesting. He makes
¢liezer take a sacred vow spe-
cifically not to choose Isaac a
wife from the local, Canaanite
nations. This sounds a little
extreme. He o«lreoxo\v‘ gave the
instraction to look in Charan.
I+ would appear that Abraham
either rza\l\t\, readlt\, rcodlw did
not like Wis neia\f\bors (did Hne»\
play music too loud, or

- Forsef to trim tHhaeir
\Aeo\gu?) or he felt
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source of wonderful people. Which one was i+?
Rl give You & hint. God had instructed
Abralham to leave his homeland and travel to
Canaan, at least in part becanse the people of
Charan were a terrible influence! So assaming
both locations were pretty low on the charac-
ter scale, why were the Cannanite better to
have as neighbors, and the Charanites better
to marru\? Don’t tell me that Abrakham’s rela-
tives were better than the average resident of
Charan. DBesuel and Laban were really rotten
dudes!

’m not here to tell you what kind of evil

is the most nefarious, egregious, Aatigions,
heinous, atrociouns, villainous, repugnant,
maleficent or badder. Yet there is a differ-
ence between different fypes of evil. The evil
of Canaanites was based on character Haws.
They were immoral, not becanse of an incor-
rect belief, but becanse they were bad people.
Abralham’s relatives in Charan were terri-
ble, but their evil was due to 'Hr\ovxs‘/\f. T‘t\€l1
believed wrongly and acted based on those
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beliefs.

When it comes to
\ivins near someone, -
s reod\u\ dangerous %@
to spend time around évf
people with twisted beliefs h“”Pagel
becanse they might influence

you. When it comes o raising your

children or srow\o\c\nﬂo\ren, Hr\ooxs\/\, Hninss

are different. lsaac was not going to live
with his in- laws. The question Abraham was
concerned with was, “Will the grandchildren
inherit negative character traits?” This led
him to choose Charan over Canaan.

You see, the world is not just divided into
heroes and villains, good deeds and the

other Hnins. Sometimes iF’s worth examin-
ing, “When | make mistakes, what is caunsing
them? Are *"/\2‘1 becanse my thonglht process
was incorrect, was it becawse | really wanted
to enjoy somcﬂnins? Did | not think at all??
This beantiful lesson we learn from Abraham.
There’s so much we can learn about ourselves
that will help ws improve, if we figure out the
things that drive ws.

Abby Klein
Mautal Cohen
Aviva Hafter

Moshe Rast

Shoshana Sefia

Jonah Arazi
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There’s a
furnitaure
Faci‘or»\ \nirlns
people to inspect
tHheir mirrors.

Now that’s a:\ob | can see
ww\.fc\F o\oing‘.

oUCH! GROAN!
Do you have a better joke? | sure hope sol Send it to
o\lockar@naseclawutors



Stump the Rabbi is a forum where kids can

ask- ANU Jewish question.

Have a question? Please send it in fo
ump@nageelanest org

Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed

Stump the Rabj;

#147 Seal of Approval

Hi Rabbi,

When the Tordh tells us about the first
days of creation, & says, “And God said
it was good,” each day. On the third
dav, it says it twicel Why is Tuesday
extra special? Why does # deserve a
double ‘good’ when dll the other daus
Just got one?

Thanks,

Tova Goodstein

Dear Good Goodstein,

Taco Tuesday! God must have known
about Taco Tuesday when He created
the universe. Or perhaps there’s anoth-
er reason, hmmmm. Let me think.

JE. Thinking is overrated. Pl just
type instead.

| want to mak-e one slight adjustment
1o what you said. “&i Tov- H was
Good” does not appear in all of the
davs of creation. Monday is left out!
“‘Oh Man! Rabbi, what are you doing?

| ask-ed a question, and now | have two
questions!” Whi was Monday snubbed,
and why did Tuesday get double? Lots
of people probably feel this works,

as Mondaus have a really, really bad
reputation, as the back to school,
back- to work’ day. But since
Monday wasn't really the
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beginning of the work week until pret-
ty recently, that’s probably not what
the Tordn had in mind. Let me add a
perspective. The Torah is not saying,
“And God saw it was good,” for each
DAU of creation. It was project based.
Every time a very important project
was completed, God gave his stamp of
approval.

Day 1: God saw the light was good.
That mak-es sense. Let’s move on.
Day %: God separates between the
upper waters and the lower waters.
That job didn’t finish. H was still under
construction until...

Day 3 All the water gathered into the
oceans, lakes and rivers. Now the wa-
ter cycle is all set up to create a fertile
and vibrant world. NOW God says that
Day %'s project is complete and it was
good. But wait, there’s more. God
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Find out about our summer 2021 and see photos from 2020 at nageelawest.org



Stump the Rabp;

contwn
created vegetation, trees and all the
stuff that your parents force you fo eat.
That’s a new project, and & gets the sedl
of approval ds well. So we end up with 2
good’ labels on day 3.
Day 4+ Sun, moon, stars. Good.
Day 9 Birdies and fishies. Good.
Day 6: This is an interesting one. God
creates dll the animals and also all the
amindls (| have no idea why | wrote
that - as | said, think-ing is overrated).
God says that is good. Then He creates
people and God says... ummm... [insert

WWW.nageelawest.org

info@nageelawest.org e
844-NAGEELA

@NAGEELAWEST

long time office mandager/ pho-

crick-ets audio clip here]

Well this is awkward. The animals get

a gold star for being good and what do
people get? No sedl of approval? This
actually fits in really well with what
we've been saing. The GOOD label gets
stamped at the end of 4 project. The
planets are done. Made. Good. The
animdls are what they are, and God
approves. The project of humanity is still
a Work- in progress. God did not complete
us. He made us flawed and imperfect,
requiring the experiences of thousands of
years o keep work-ing on ourselves. Uet,

and the very end, God

says about the entire

universe, “‘t was VERU

good.” People, as imperfect as

we are, mak-e the whole creation
valuable and worthwhile. Without us, ¢
would all be k-inda pointless. As Uogi
Berra sdid, “Thank you for mak-ing this
all necessary.”

Have a Nageela Shabbat,

the Rabbi

breaks the mold of old school Jewish outreach by

Mazel Tov o Camp Nageela West

tographer Shimuel Jacobs upon his
engagement to Chana Nerenberg!

providing out- of- the- box social and
educational programs for Jewish
children across the West Coast.
Through afterschool activities,
weekend retreats and our
signature summer camp, we
engage elementary and middle
school children in a fun and
meaningful experience.

Our “questions encouraged”
mindset makes Nageela a
comfortable learning and growing
environment for Jewish children of
all backgrounds.



