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Avoid ReTale
by Rabbi Dani Locker

juxtaposition
[ juhk-stuh-puh-zish-uhn |
noun

an act or instance of placing close together or side by side, especially for comparison "

or contrast.

the state of being close together or side by side.

Jaxtaposition. What a fun word. 1§
| didwt know what it meant, | could
3M0\93ne all kinds of w\aam%vxs.c for

[

“wWhat is that 4o9a pose ﬁov\’re n?»
“l dunno, its j“x‘l‘aeo;iﬂon..."

Or “IHs not that | don’t like the
senator, ’m juxtaposed to his poli-

ciesY

Anyway, the great Toralh commen-
tator Rashi mentions a juxtaposition
in the Torals storytelling. The be-
ginning of this week’s reading tells
the tale of people who told a tale.
The details entail spies losing their
entrails becanse anv\ tailored their
report to cartail the praise of Israel.
I+ dovetails

with the end of last week’s reading,
where Miriam also told a tale and
was afflicted with a skin condition
(Hnou\s\n not like Vashti, who grew a
tail).

In plain English, last week we spoke
of Miriam who complained aboaut
her brother Moshe. That waswt
very nice, so she was punished. This
week, Moshe sent out |2 spies, or
mavybe better to describe them as
scouts (Thin Mint, O\V\V‘OV\Q?) to
check out the land of Israel. Ten of
the scouts came back with a nega-
tive report. The people who heard
the report were nervous and Hnev\
cried, which showed the
didrt froct God. ;,““e*" page
Uncool. What o(&\““e

(9



is the connection between these two stories?

Rashi explains the juxtaposition (LOVE that word!) as follows
(wmy words, Rashi’s concept): When we see something in life,
iH’s becanse 6od meant us to see it. Not everyone sees every-
thing that happens. Therefore, when we do see something,
it is important for us to think about it and learn life lessons

from it. If you see a car accident, your Job is to learn a les-

son and drive more :o\Fell\. 1€ you hear about someone failing
a test, that should be a lesson to study better or pay more
attention in class. These spies were present to witness what

happened to Miriam becanse she told tales. Their responsi-

bili‘h\ was to PaY attention to what was Soins on, learn from

that, and not fall into the same mistake. 1f yow're reading

this, iP’s also your ras\oOn:ibili+l1 to learn from it (like from

ever»\Hning

you exrzri—

ence in life) WONDER. ..

DO
. WHAT ISR
to become
a better
s HAPPENING?

PICKLe JIEW

GOD HAS PROM-
ISED US THE LAND
OF CANAAN.
WHY ARE YOU
SPIES AFRAID FOR
- US TO ENTER?

5PM
Z00M ID:

GALACTICALLY
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Stump the Rabbi is a forum where k-ids can Stump t\‘e kabbi

ask- ANU Jewish question.

Have a question? Please send it in to
ump@nageelanest org

Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed

Note: We call this ‘Stump The Rabbi® for fun, but that’s not really the point
The godl is to leam something important in an interesting way

#174 Spiritual Hydration

Hi Rabbi, Dear Week, Day,
| ad my bar mitzvah on a Monday.
That's probably unusual. The rabbi
explained 1o us that Tordh is only read
on Monday, Thursday and Saturday.
Since we didn’t want to do a Shabbat
service, we did it on Memorial Day
and had a morning Tordh reading
that was pretty short. Why those
days? Why do we read Torah during
the week- and not just Shabbat? And
if we need to do it during the week,
why not every day?

Mazel Tov on your Bar Mitzvah!  Uow've
probably never heard of a place called
Refidim. | imagine Google maps won’t

be very helpful either. s a place in
the desert where our ancestors stopped
during our (0000000000000000000Nng
Jjourney from Egupt o the promised
land of Israel. F wasn’t a good place for
us. There wasn't water and bad stuff
happened- | won't go into & here (not
a place 1d want to book- for my Bar

something interesting:

And they traveled 3 days
and found no water... and
the people complained”
The Talmud tells us in
many places that Torah is
compared to water (mostly in
that #’s dbsolutely necessary

Thank- you,
Damon
Weekenfeld
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REGISTRATION IS UNDERWAU FOR
CAMP NAGEELA WEST 2021 IN
JEWTAH

3 WEEKS, SPORTS, HORSEMANSHIP, NATURE,
FREENDSHIPS, CREATIVE SPECIALTIES, WATER
SPORTS, JEWISH PRIDE AND EXCITEMENT!

GIRLS SESSION

for life). Not finding water for three
days hints to not studying Torah for
three days. Because the people were
busy traveling (and dlso because it was
the playoffs and they had other things
on their mind) they had sk-ipped their
regular Toran study. Theee days without
Torah study is bad for your spiritual and
mental health, and so dll the problems
happened.

QOur great leader Moses, wanting to avoid
this ever happening again, instituted
toran readings every three days. Well,

he would have, but since there are 7
davs in the week, i couldn’t actually
be every three days. Reading Torahn
Monday, Thursday and Saturday ensure
that we never go three days without a
public Toran study of some kind. Uup,
that’s how long welve been reading Torah
Mondaus and Thursday. Since Moses!
Conveniently, in ancient times, Mondays

T0( D044

DAUS TO CAMP NAGEELA WEST

DAUS TO CAMP NAGEELA WEST
BOUS SESSION

Find out about our summer 2021 and see photos from 2020 at nageelawest.org



Stump t\‘e Rab bl to ten). W's basically a movie trailer: oug\\ts

contin {insert deep movie trailer narator \?‘(\
voice here} “In the desert,
nothing is as it seems. 12 spies
rise up to scout the promised
land. Just how good is #?

Is i safe to conquer, or will
the land eat is inhabitants?
Shelach, playing this Saturday at
a synagogue near ow. Rated P for
Prophetic”

Other week-days with Tordh readings
include Chanuk-ahn, Rosh Chodesh (first
day or two of each Jewish month), an
fast days.

Have a Nageela Shabbat,

N
<
T

and Thursdays were often market days.
People who lived in small villages or out
in the country could go to the big city
to do business. Since sl villages may
not have had a Tordh or a minyan, it
was convenient to have Torah readings
on Monday and Thursday so these
travelers could tak-e advantage and hear
the Torah being read while in the city.
Since we use an annual rotation,
finishing the Torah every year with the
Shabbat readings, what is left o read
on the weekdays? We read the first
ten (or so) sentences of the coming .
Shabbat’s portion (originally & was just t]’L@ 'Rabb'/

three sentences, but Ezra kicked it up

All mili+arv\ ships in Sweden
have QR codes printed on
tHhem.

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY!

Best wishes to our friends
and family members cele-
brating this week-..

This helps the officers

Scandinavian

OUCH! GRRRROAAAN!
Have a better joke and want a shoutout in Nageela shabbos? Just email it o

dlocker@nageelawest.org

CAMPING
TRIP

MT CHARLESTON

MAT H

ISRAEL AD-
CAMPA

VOGACY

FOR MIDDLES

Corben Slater
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Want to stay in the \\a% Coast

Ioop? Tex\l' the wo rd breaks the mold of old school Jewish outreach
y by providing out- of- the- box social and
NAGEELAWEST to educational programs for Jewish children
across the West Coast. Through afterschool

2 2828 activities, weekend retreats and our

signature summer camp, we engage
elementary and middle school children in
a fun and meaningful experience.
info@nageelawest.org et .f Our “questions encouraged” mindset
makes Nageela a comfortable learning and

844-NAGEELA growing environment for Jewish children of

all backgrounds.

WWW.nageelawest.org

@NAGEELAWEST jOYFULLY JEWISH EXPERIENCES



