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The Fast Way Up the Mountain

by Rabbi Dani Locker

| can’t believe I’'m saying this. If
you are visiting someone who
won’t eat pickles, it’'s OK to skip
your daily pickle intake, too.

Yes. That’s right. Even | admit
that pickles may be omitted if

it makes someone uncomfort-
able. “But what kind of monster
would refuse to eat pickles?” you
might ask. A wise question. A
wise question indeed. We must
learn to judge people favorably.
If someone doesn’t eat pick-

les, they are either allergic, or
they had a traumatic childhood
experience involving a barrel of
pickles, a ferret and corn torti-
llas.

We learn this
from our great
leader Mo-
ses. In this
week’s Torah
portion, Mo-
ses describes his
three round trips
up to the spiritual
realms of heaven
and he
men-

behavior

tions that he did not eat pickles
or drink pickle juice for 40 days.
He also didn’t eat or drink any-
thing else. That could have been
on the advice of his nutritionist,
but according to the commen-
taries, it was in respect for the
locals (the angels) who don’t

eat or drink. When in Idaho, eat
potatoes. When in Rome, eat
Romaine lettuce. When in Hot
Coffee, Mlississippi (yes, it’s a
real place), don’t go for the cold
brew. Ifyou visit Burnt Corn, Ala-
bama, you should overdo your
bad jokes.

| don’t know what the average
daily diet of Moses was (or how
he managed to transport pickles
in the desert) but I’'m pretty sure
no human being could possibly
survive that long with no food

or water. | tried it once for 40
minutes and it was really hard.

) So how did it happen? Clearly it

was a miracle.

But wait. If it was a miracle,

why does Moses age
tell the e P §



people about it like it’'s some big sacrifice? It’s
not all that impressive if God miraculously sus-
tained him. But if you think about it, knowing
that God doesn’t do miracles for no reason, it
seems that Moses put in the effort, the trouble
and the pain to not eat or drink at all, because
he felt it was the appro-
priate, ethical thing to do.
Only after he made that
decision and put in that ef-
fort, God answered with the
miraculous, invisible IV drip that lasted for the
entire 40 days (and then another 40 days and
then another 40 days).

does

If it was a miracle, why,
does Moses talk about'it
like 1t’s some big sacrifice?

Moses is teaching us a
couple of lessons. First
of all, try to be a part of
the community- if every- P
one is doing something %

(I don’t mean if they’re @Q{

doing ﬁ”’"pagel
something

wrong- that’s

a totally different

thing) and you’re in their
place, we should do our best to blend in (even

if it means not eating pickles). The Talmud has
many examples of things we do because it’s the
custom of the community. The second lesson

is that acting properly toward others isn’t just
something we do when it’s convenient. Moses
was willing to seriously trouble himself- months
of discomfort and hunger- just in order to act in
an appropriate ethical way.

Ask yourself: “How far am | willing to go to
make someone else feel more comfortable?”
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Stump the Rabbi is a forum where kids can 8 tum t\\e Rabb >
ask ANY Jewish question. I
Have a question? Please send it in to
stump@nageelawest.org
Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed.
Note: We call this ‘Stump The Rabbi’ for fun, but that's not really the point.
The goal is to learn something important in an interesting way.
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WEST 2022!
1. FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER, CNW 22
CONSISTED OF 4 SEPARATE SESSIONS:
2 ON OUR CAMPUS IN NORTHERN UTAH,
AND 2 TRAVEL SESSIONS SPANNING

YELLOWSTONE, MOUNT RUSHMORE AND
PARTS OF SIX STATES!
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www.nageelawest.org Want to stay in the retreats and our signature summer
info@nageelawest org loop? Text the word camp, we engage elementary and
801-613—1539 NAGEELAWEST to middle school children in a fun and

- 22828 meaningful experience.
_:f / Our “questions encouraged”
N a e e l a o ' mindset makes Nageela a comfortable

—_— learning and growing environment for

Jewish children of all backgrounds.
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