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Well into Deep Water

by Rabbi Dani Locker

Well, well, well.

Tha’r’s probably what Yaakov was
thinking as he approached the
city. He had traveled long and slept on
stone pillows. Now as he approached
his destination, he thought it best to
spring for a drink (I Know, terrible
pun, but water you expect from me?)
The local well seemed to be the best
place to get wed.

[don’t you mean wet?]

[That too, but his primary objective
was to get wed, and the well was where
people would meet their potential
spouses).

he noticed that this well @
rocked! Quite literally, it had a
huge boulder covering the mouth "N
of the well, which acted as an ancient
security system against H20utlaws.
“oh well.” thought Yaakov...

WHen he reached the place,
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In order to lift the stone, they
heeded to get a large group
of strong shepherds, or convince
a crowd of enthusiastic Black
Friday shoppers that there were
doorbusters underneath.  Yaakov
didn’t let this dampen his spirits. He
did hot wait for them. When he saw
Rachel, his kind-of-soon-to-be-but-
hot-quite-as-sooh-as-he-wanted-to-be
wife, he rocked and rolled that stone
right off of the the well fo water her
sheep. Easily.

hat was it about Yaakov that

gave him this strength? T've
hever seeh ahy exercise DVD called,
“Getting fit through Torah,” “Pilates

and Prayers,” or
T =
7R
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“Muscle through Matzah.” Yaakov was
hot the outdoor, sporty brother. He's
the one who sat in tents and studied?

The talmud tells of the great Rabbi
Yochahan who was swimming in a river
when he was confronted by a terrifying
bandit hamed Shimon Ben Lakish. Beh
Lakish did some really cool acrobatics,
presumably to intimidate his prey,
landing heatly on the river's edge. The
Rabbi took one look and said, Ya knhow,
with strength like that, you'd be really
good at Torah study!”

Huh?

Tha’r’s like seeing someone playing the
violin well and offering them a job at
NASA. What's one thing got to do with
the other? This outlaw was physically
fit. That doesn’t mean he had two little
grey cells to rub together. How could
Rabbi Yochanah assume that this man
would become a Torah scholar (he was
right by the way, and Rabbi Shimon Ben
Lakish earhed fame and prestige as a
leading Talmudic authority)?
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Stump The Rabbi

Jew too?

Hey Rabbi,

random guy walked up

to me at Walmart and
called me a Hebrew. That was a little weird.
I figured that the name Hebrew refers to
Jews, because of the language. But now
I'm confused, because I know we're called
Jews, but why? What are Jews? Hebrews?
Israelites? Electrolytes? Could you please
help me clarify?
Thanks

Ike Denton Thomas (the Jew)

Dear Jewish I. Dento T.,
HOW does Moses malke coffee?
He Brews it.

But you’'ve already heard that one, haven'’t
you? It’s true that we Jews have several
different names, and they mean different
things. Here’s the list that I've come up
with.

please note:

Nageelatte programs will be off for the coming
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to get started.

vri - Hebrew: This is the earliest name given

to the our nation specifically. It refers to
Avraham, who came from ‘the other side’ of the
river (Ivriis from the Hebrew root word “ever”
which means “side.”) He also was “on the other
side” of the world, standing alone against, well,
pretty much everyone. It also refers to Ever, an
ancestor of Avraham. The language, Hebrew,
or Ivrit, litterally means the language of the
Hebrew people.

emite: You don’t hear this term too much in

ancient Jewish sources, but you’ve probably
heard the term “anti- semitisim.” This isn’t
strictly a name for Jews, as it would apply to all
descendants of Shem, the son of Noah. That’s
like, most of the world. For some odd reason,
anti semitism is used to refer to anti Jewish.
Probably because it’s most common.

'nei Yisrael- Israelites: Although Avraham

and Yitzchak were both fathers of our
nation, they also had children who fathered
rival nations: Yishmael, and Esav. Yaakov had
13 children recorded in the Torah, 12 sons and
a daughter, all of whom became the ancestors
of our nation. Another name for Yaakov is
Yisrael, or Israel. B'nai Yisrael means the
children of Israel, which we are. In English
that’s Israelites, which sounds like a brand of
laundry detergent. Obviously, that’s how the
“Land of Israel” got its name. This is the name
the Torah most commonly uses to refer to us.
The next entry on the list, “Jew” was not used
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until the Book of Esther, hundreds of years
after the Torah was given in its entirety.

Yehudi— Jew: This is currently the most
used title for us, but interestingly, it’s not
completely true! The name actually implies
that we’re children of Judah, Yehuda (one of
Yaakov’s twelve sons). We're certainly not
all from Judah, although a good chunk of us
are. Here’s what happened.

Y’ou may have heard of Kings David
and Solomon. Famous, righteous
and awesome in many ways, they are the
ancestors of any true kings of our nation.
They were also from the tribe of Judah. After
King Solomon, his heirs were less successful
in keeping the kingdom together. A civil war
erupted, and a large portion of the Israelites
split off to form their own kingdom. The two
kingdoms became known as the Kingdom of
Israel (the northern area), and the Kingdom
of Judah down south, based in Jerusalem.
About two hundred years later, the northern
kingdom was attacked, conquered and
scattered. All members of the kingdom of
Judah are therefore referred to as Jews,
even if they’re not descended from Judah.
Pretty much all Jews around the world
today in contemporary Jewish communities
come from the southern kingdom (although
recently some groups have claimed descent
from the ten northern tribes), hence the
appellation, “Jew.” You might have heard

“Yid” or “Yidden” which is the Yiddish
language version of Jew.

here are a bunch of slang nicknames

as well, including “People of the Book.”
Wikepedia has about 100 entries in its
“List of Jewish ethnonyms.”

ver the years, hatred of our people

has created many stereotypes. The
word “Jew” itself has become an offensive
word. According to one definition on
Dictionary.com:

Jew, v. “to cheat, to drive ahard bargain.

Because of this some people don’t like
to use the word “Jew” and choose instead
to say Jewish. My attitude toward this
canbe summed up by the popular Nageela
song, I'm a Jew, I'm a Jew, and I'mn proud
to be one too, I'm a Jew, I'm a Jew, I'm a
Jew!!!”

Have - a- Nageela Shabbat,

the QRabbi
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And you shall sanctify him, for he offers
God’s bread. He shall be holy for you, for |,
Hashem who sanctifies you am holy

(Book of Vayikra- chapter 21, verse §). proper clothing).

e We honor a kohen
by calling him to

Details:

This mitzvah commands us to give
special treatment to a kohen

A kohen is a Jew who is descended birkat hamazon
patrilineally from Aron, the brother of (grace after
Moshe, who was the very first kohen meals).

the Torah first,
allowing to lead

(that means Aron was his dad’s dad’s e We give the kohen
these honors even if he
doesn’t ask for it.
e Even if a kohen is unfit to serve in the

dad’s... you get the idea).
During the times of the Holy Temple,

Watch out for the Cones

this included helping make sure the  Lessons:

Kohen was ready for temple service * As is apparent from the verse, the reason
(by making sure he was
pure and had the

temple, he still gets the honors.

we give honor to the kohen is
because he represents God.

. Throughout history, the
Kohanim (that’s plural of kohen)
have always been teachers of
Torah. According honor to a
teacher of Torah is a valuable
way to increase the honor of the
Torah.

. We should pay attention
to the little things like who gets
called to lead a service, or who
gets the best steak at the BBQ, because
even small gestures can genuinely honor
or insult a person. 3
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thletics... nhot just about

physical thess. Torah study...
not just a product of your 1Q. You
ask any coach, professor, agent or
trainer, they'll tell you the same
thing. The things that bring out
greathess in people are not the
physical abilities they’re born
with (although they do matfer...
which sinks my NBA dreams),
but their focus, determination
ahd dedication to a cause. And
cohsistent hard work.

abbi Yochanan saw a man

who had reached the top of
his game in criminal activities.
Chief of the bandits, acrobat and
showman. He realized that didn’t
just come from physical abilities,
but Shimon Ben Lakish must be a
mah with unhcommon commitment
to his goals. That's the only way
to become that awesometastic
ant anything! With that kind of
dedication turhed toward study,
the Rabbi was certaih (ahd he was
right) that a person like this would
accomplish great things.

Yaakov had the ability +to
accomplish  amazing  things
through his dedication.  During
fourteen years studying Torah at
Yeshiva, he didn't get one night's
sleep! That's pretty superhuman.
That gave him the ability, when it
was time to hop and pop the rock
from up on top (how I'm channeling
Dr. Suess. Scary), he had , well, ho
trouble. Maybe it was even on his
bucket list.

Featuring a LIVE STump
the Rabbil Pizzal Prizes!

REGISTRATION IS Nou
OPEN FOR SUMMER 2018!
SIGN UP NOUJ FOR

INCREDIBLE BLACK FRIDAY

UIEEK DEALS!

Join Nageela West
Coast for our annual

(EARNATHON!

For children of all ages.

Motzai Shabbos - November 25th
T45pM-F:{5pMm

Young Israel of Hancock Park - 225 S Labrea Ave.

Camp \Nag&fel% RSVP ygelo@nageelawestorg or 844-NAGEELA

Nageela West breaks the mold of old school Jewish outreach by providing out- of- the- box social and educational

programs for Jewish children across the west coast.

children of all backgrounds.

N

4 Our “questions encouraged” mindset makes Nageela a comfortable learning and growing environment for Jewish /\ N agvev gslta
Y|

JOYFULLY JEWISH EXPERIENCES




