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The Jovy of Burned Toast

b)’ Rabbi pani Locker

Ay :is\,\co\ as she wnwrapped

her sandwich. The truth is that
sandwich waswt rzal\»\ the right
word for it. Looking around, she
saw all her classmates enjoying
what seemed to be gourmet meals,
complete with cookies, chocolate,
fresh Fruits and juice boxes. Amy
glanced at the two pieces of hard
toasted multigrain bread anhap-
pily. For the past several months,
she had been suffering terrible
stomach pains, and most food
made it worse. As a feenager,
Ay frobablu\ would have ignored
the doctors’ warnings and in-
dulged in a bit of chocolate, then
dealt with the consequences later,
but her parents were very strict
about taking care of her health,
and f\f\eu\ would not let her eat
anything that might damage
her gastrointestinal salubrions-
g 1; :W‘Xﬂ ness (Hhat

means it would give her a tummy
ache). Most o\aw\.s for lunch she
was only able to eat toast. or
raw kale. Or cooked ginger root.
Sometimes, Amy wondered how
caring parents could be so mean.
Grambling to herself, she started
taking a bite, and then she saw
her.

Janet was sitting a couple of
tables over, and shockingly, was
also eating two slices of foast.
“Maybe we have the same con-
dition!” was the first H/\ooxs\fd‘ n
Amy’s mind as she raced over and
seated herself across from her

hopeful comiserator,



“What do 4ou have?? Awmy asked.

“Toast,” came Janet’s terse reply. She didw’t

seem very cheerfal.

“] can see that. | mean what condition do you
have that’s making v\oo\jmf eat toast?™

“Parent-itis?
“0lh I’ve never heard of that. What is i+

“1Hs when "y parents sef angry at me and
panish me b»\ bomning me from eating ow\v\HAins
Sooo\. Too\aq, ‘H/\cv"re onlﬂ \eH'ins me have toast

50 | dow’t starve. I’m wnot sick. I?

Cd »

" :)u.d' scold-

Awmy felt bad for Janet, but she suddenly felt a
lot better about her own toast. True, it wasw’t
a delicions meal, and it left her feeling unsatis-

fied, but she now realized how wonderful it was
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MOSES COMMANDS THAT AS THE JEWS ENTER ISRAEL, THE ENTIRE TORAH
MUST BE WRITTEN ON STONE TABLETS IN ALL 70 LANGUAGES...

~"The stones will have
to be HUGE to fit so much
info in so many | ges
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Poor %
Janet was suffering becanse q'ebl
from pages

ents’ love and care.

of her parents’ anger.

This week’s Torah portion fells us about many
of the troubles our people would have over the
course of our long history. If you read through
it, it feels pretty harsh. I+ may be helpful for
ws o remember that God has no interest in
panishing us or making ws suffer. As a caring,
responsible parent, there are sometimes very
ancomfortable things that happen in order to
prevent or cure spiritual or moral diseases. bBut
if someone asks us what we have, our whole-

hearted answer should be ‘Godlovesme-itis’.
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Stump the Rabbi is a forum where k-ids can 8tump t\‘e kabbi

ask- ANU Jewish question.

Have a question? Please send it in fo
ump@nageelanest org

Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed

Note: We call this ‘Stump The Rabbi® for fun, but that’s not really the point
The godl is to leam something important in an interesting way

#178 Robotic Rabbinics

Hi Rabbi, Dear MA. Asser, wanted to get anything done had to do
Last week, Tesla GEO Elon Musk it themselves (Pve heard their Amazon

| think- | understand the importance  gnnounced the development of 4 deliveries were slow, too).

of gwving chartty 1o those who cant  \ymanoid robot  Basically what that Pretty much, since everyone needed to
suppoﬁ +h§MSe(yes. But | also "‘?Wd means is that theyre planning on eat (| assume) and food used to come

mﬂ g‘ dbf(l(;“( ﬂmes ++here ‘fm gifts mak-ing robots that ook and act more  from the ground (as opposed to now when
. a( T; ?2/?: 0 pec d‘?@? P or less like people, dble to understand food magically appears in refrigerators)

Of peopie, i€ =ondnim and Leviim. - cary out complex tasks like going  everyone needed fo farm in order to
What kinds of gifts were they? Why .

A to the store, lifting things and house survive. That usually works, however
would we dll be forced to give money 4 o Hrere was 4 problem with his plan God
o Hhese people, and not fo ofhers? cleaning (hey, wait.. does that mean | 45 @ probiem Wit This piin. 50

never have to do homework: again, like,  Wants us fo have spirtudl leaders, teachers,
Thanks, ever?). In Musk’s words, “In the future,  rabbis and Torah scholars. Afthough it is
Moshe A Asser physical work- will be a choice. If you important for all Jews fo study Torah and
want 1o do i, you can, but you won’t develop a spiritual connection to God, it’s
need to do " He also said youd imperative that some people dedicate more

be able to run away from it i it time and effort to being ‘professional’
attacked you, which is a really spiritudl leaders. I biblical times, those

weird and disturbing thing to say,  people were all from one of the twelve
but Il leave that for another day.  Tribes of the Jewish people; the tribe

H's possible that in a few years, of Levi. They were not given land in
Pl’MSiCa( WOY‘L Wl[[ be a Cho[ce ay\d |Sm€(, SO ‘W\ﬁw WOM(d V\O‘l’ Spehd 'I'heir ‘l'(me

all our menm(} lOOY(Y\@, annoying fm’mmg, or makm@ basebuill ‘F(ﬁuS in the
jobs will be taken care of by Al corn. Instead they would spend their time
Uow might find it hard to believe, studging, tedching, caring for the Holy
but in biblical times, Tesla Bots were  Temple and othenise feading spiritually,
Uh oh! f the tribe of
not very common. In fact, people who Ae ep i th
e
34




Levi was not given land, how did these tens of thousands of
people feed themselves and their families? A hah! Now you
see, don’t you? The Torah established that one tenth of all
produce grown had to be given to the tribe of Levii This was
kind of like a tax, but it wasn’t collected by a government
or any kind of centralized organization. Uou could give i to
the Levi of your choice (which encouraged people to have a
persondl relationship with these spiritual leaders) and this way
they were able to support themselves.

There is a family within the tribe of Levi called the
Kodnanim. They are all the great- grandchildren of Adron
(the first High Priest and brother to Moses), and their position
was to perform the temple service. These spiritual leaders
were also supported by communal funds. There are 24
special gifts' the Kohanim were entitled to, including challah
(a portion of the dough), firstborn animals, first frutts and a
smaller portion called teruman.

In modern times, giving donations to synagogues, Ueshivas
and other institutions of spiritual growth help support spirttual
leaders just as in the past, so they don't have to farm’ (or
computer program or sell real estate, or other things) and
they can spend their time become greater scholars and
spiritual leaders. These leaders (according to Maimonides) d

Most fov1.s are fun to be

not need to be from the tribe of Levi, but

anyone who wishes to dedicate themselves

to the spiritual advancement of the Jewish

people.

Maybe one day we'll have Al robots programmed

as Torah teachers, but something tells me we'll always

need learned, experienced humans. Don’t worry though, you
can probably also outrun your Rabbi.

Have a Nageela Shabbat,

the Rabbi
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Best wishes o our friends and
family members celebrating
this week .
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? —_— breaks the mold of old school Jewish outreach
loop? Texttheword — ¥ o ey ot
NAGEELAWEST 1o - educational programs for Jewish children
across the West Coast. Through afterschool
2 2828 activities, weekend retreats and our
signature summer camp, we engage
www.nageelawest.org !J elementary and middle school children in
a fun and meaningful experience.
info@nageelawest.org _/ Our “questions encouraged” mindset
a e e a makes Nageela a comfortable learning and
844-NAGEELA \ e s t growing environment for Jewish children of
YIS S JOYFULLY JEWISH EXPERIENCES all backgrounds.




