
You can sponsor a week of Nageela Shabbos in honor of a special 
occasion or in memory of a loved one.

Help us reach more Jewish kids with interesting Torah content!

Disclaimer:These AI generated images are NOT meant to portray actual 
people or events from the Torah.  They are simply hints to get you thinking.

HAVE A

PARSHAS VAYECHI 5785

Nobody has ever been 
in an empty room.

Deep Thoughts

We have programs for Middle School 
kids from all over the West Coast.  

Please contact us for details!

JOIN US!

KID FRIENDlY TORAH MAGAZINE
A PROJECT OF NAGEELA WEST COAST, 
JOYFULLY JEWISH EXPERIENCES

SEASON 9, EPISODE 11

Torat Scene-A-Eye
This features an AI generated picture that has numer-

ous hints to the weekly parsha or relevant holiday.
How many hints can you find?

This week’s is about Parshas Vayechi

NAGEELA
SHABBOS

Registration is open for Camp 
Nageela West 2025! 

First time campers can get three 
weeks of camp for 
just $2,999!just $2,999!

DVARTORAH
Have you ever been in a situation where there’s a 
misunderstanding and someone thinks you hurt them- 
and you really didn’t?  It’s uncomfortable, especially 
when that person is someone you care about and 
respect.  Human nature is to want to smooth these 
things over quickly and make sure nobody suspects 
you of anything improper.

Jacob and Joseph had a very special relationship.  
Yet beneath it, Joseph had a deep- rooted complaint 
against Jacob.  Rachel, Joseph’s mother, had passed 
away decades earlier, while Jacob was traveling.  
Instead of burying Rachel in the most respectful place 
(which probably would have been in Hebron at our 
ancestral burial site), Jacob simply buried her at the 
roadside.  We know that Jacob had a really good 
reason for this.  He had a prophetic vision about the 
future exile of the Jewish people, and wanted them to 
be able to stop and pray at Rachel’s tomb as they’re 
being led out in chains.  This prayer- pit- stop would be 
very important for them and also would help smooth 
the way for Rachel’s prayers to ensure her children 
would eventually return to their homeland.

continued on next page

Don’t blame me



When Jacob speaks to Joseph near the 
end of his life, he reveals that he had a 
good reason, and hints that Joseph may 
have resented, for like 50 years, an assumption 
that Jacob simply didn’t respect Rachel enough to 
bury her properly.  Joseph doesn’t deny this.  So why 
did Jacob wait so long to tell his beloved son?  Why not 
assure Joseph years earlier that he loved and respected 
Rachel, and buried her where he did out of necessity?  
Why let Joseph carry that burden for so many years?

Had Jacob revealed this info to Joseph, he would have 
had to tell Joseph about the bitter exile that would take 
place.  In order to understand the importance of Rachel’s 
burial spot, it would have been necessary to reveal just 
how serious the exile would be.  Jacob chose to let Joseph 
resent him for so many years rather than pain Joseph with 
the knowledge that his descendants would go through 
such pain.

Now we’re talking about an exile that would be like a 
thousand years later.  Many generations in between.  A 
thousand years is a pretty long time.  Joseph had such 
sensitivity that just knowing there 

continued

Question of
 the Week

Who waw the first 
person to lead the 

Children of Israel out 
of Egypt?

I wanted new 
swimming trunks, so 
I pushed a couple of 

elephants into a pool.

LOLZ

Answer on page 4

DVAR
TORAH

For a long time, Camp Nagee-
la West was the only Jewish 
camp in Utah.

Nageela Fun Fact

165
days till nageela west girls session

190
days till nageela west boys session



	Ќ Jacob is 130 years old when he arrives in Egypt, 
and he lives there an additional 17 years.

	Ќ Jacob wants to be buried in Israel, in the 
ancestral burial ground of his family, the 
Cave of the Patriarchs, in Hebron.  In Hebrew 
that’s pronounced Chevron, not to be 
confused with any gas stations of the same 
spelling.  He has Joseph make an oath to bring 
Jacob for burial in Israel.

	Ќ Jacob then blesses Joseph’s sons, Menasheh 
and Efraim.  There are two unusual things 
about this blessing.  Firstly, they are 
grandsons, not sons, so the fact that he 
gives them individual blessings is quite 
unusual and shows the special regard he 
has for Joseph.  Secondly, he gives the greater 
blessing to Efraim, despite Menashe being the 
older son.  Again, Jacob shows that he’s more 
concerned with who deserves the blessings 
than the birth order.

	Ќ The Jewish people have adopted this blessing 
as one to give to our children: “May God 
make you like Efraim and Menashe.”  It’s still 
used today.

	Ќ Jacob calls all of his children to him, and 
gives his final words.  Mostly, these are in the 
form of blessings, pinpointing the strengths 
and talents of each son.  However, the 

messages 
Jacob gives 
to his three 
oldest sons, 
Reuben, Simon and 
Levi, seem more criticism than blessing.

	Ќ Jacob dies and is embalmed, to preserve 
his body.  This may be because that was 
the accepted expectation in Egypt.  Some 
commentaries provide other reasons why 
Joseph would have had his father’s body 
embalmed, which seems to go against 
standard Jewish practice. 

	Ќ After giving the nation of Egypt some time 
to grieve for the loss of Jacob, his sons and 
a large procession bring Jacob’s remains 
to Israel to be buried in the Cave of the 
Patriarchs, the same spot his parents and 
grandparents are buried, and where he had 
buried his wife, Leah.

	Ќ This spot can still be visited today (though 
there’s a large building built over the cave) 
and many people go there to pray.

	Ќ After Jacob’s passing, there’s some tension.  
The ten older sons of Jacob worry that 
Joseph will act against them in revenge for 
what they had done to him many years earlier.  

Joseph assures them that 
he had no intentions of 
revenge.

	Ќ Joseph makes his 
brothers swear that when 
the Jews will eventually 
leave Egypt they will carry 
his remains to be buried in 
Israel, just as his fathers 
were.

	Ќ Joseph dies and is 
placed in a coffin, but not 
actually buried, awaiting 
the day when the Jews 
would return to Israel.

PARSHAS 
VAYECHI- The End of 
the Beginning

PARSHAL
PARSHA

a brief summary of the weekly 
Torah porshon

The clock represents Jacob’s 12 sons, and many of the 
blessings he gives to them are shown here.  The balance 

scales (Dan), the olive trees (Asher), san ox (Joseph) and a lion 
(Judah).  Stars in the sky represent the future generations fo 

the Jewish people.  Can you find any more?

Torat Scene-A-Eye Explained



Tanner Eckmann
Mordechai Shirit

Yaron Weiss
Jacob Sundberg

Mathan Ben yehuda

Happy Birthdays!

Instagram: @nageelawest
X: @nageelawest

info@nageelawest.org
www.nageelawest.org

801-613-1539

DATES & RATES AT 
nageelawest.org/summer25
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youtube.com/nageelawest

facebook.com/nageelawest

WOOSTER LAKE
ILLINOIS

180 acres of 
awesome!

World Class Staff
Creative Activities
Best staff to camper ratio
Jewish Excitement
Skill- building electives
Pensonal Care

Lake w/ boating
Awesome pool

Paintball
Ropes & Ninja course

Sports
Crafts

Dad, I want YOU 
to be like our

 forefather Jacob!

When it was time to 
give a blessing, 

Jacob did a switch!

This is the one I 
want...

Nageela Shabbos is a weekly publication of 
Nageela West Coast, Joyfully Jewish Experiences.

PICKLE
JEWS

Answer of
 the Week

Joseph, when he lead his 
brothers to bury Jacob in Isra-
el.


