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Fail Harder

by Rabbi Dani Locker
Epic Fail.

When you see an epic fail, does
it make you want to try the same
thing? Not me.

If someone tries something and
it crashes and burns spectacu-
larly, my knee- jerk reaction is to
get as far, far, far away from it as
possible. Don’t do anything with
a chance of the same failure. So
you can imagine that when the
Jews came to Israel after leaving
Egypt that would be their reac-
tion, too. Let’s look at it
this way. The peoples
who lived in Israel

at the time (yes, et
I3 9 . ete/y
peoples’ is cor- rentiy

rect grammar for  nig
describing more <
than one nation-
stop bothering me)
all worshiped strange,
multiple gods in a variety of
strange ways. They threw rocks
at one type of god, did head-
stands in front of another, puffed
out their cheeks and made rasp-
berries for yet another. | made
up a couple of those,
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but it’s not so far off. There were
many very odd and sometimes
disturbing ways they had of serv-
ing their idols. Oh, did | forget
to mention sacrificing-their-
first- born- children version of
worship? Yeah. These people
were pretty messed up. Yet they
thought their gods would help
and protect them. Boom. Didn’t
work out well for them.

The Jewish people (after our vic-
tory lap of the ten plagues and
the Red Sea) conquered the en-
tire land with miraculous victory
after victory, showing quite
conclusively that our one
true God is literally the
Boss. After seeing
all this, there’s NO
WAY any Jew would
be like, “Oh, let me
go worship those
wonderful, successful,
sensible gods.” | think
you’d have to be really dumb
to do that. Which brings us to
my question. The Torah tells us
(12:30-31) that in case we might

say, “How did these e
nations wor- o““e*" Pag
ship their &{,\““Q'

e



gods? | will do that, too!” We should not do so.
Really? Why is that a challenge that has to be
mentioned? “You see those truly unintelligent,
unsuccessful people who YOU just defeated
thoroughly? Don’t try their tactics.” Duh.

The commentaries give different approaches

to exactly what the Torah is warning us about.
According to Nachmanides, there wasn’t much
concern that the Jews of that time would ac-
tually worship false gods. The worry is that

the Jewish nation, looking for ways to connect
to Hashem might try using the idolaters’ false
techniques to serve Him. So instead of focusing
inward and speaking to God from our hearts, or
using the clear instructions of how to bring of-
ferings in the temple, Jews might have used all
kinds of warped and weird techniques to serve
God. The truth is that even in our time, many
confused Jews borrow tools from other religions,
incorrectly assuming it will benefit their connec-
tion to Hashem.

Other commentaries say that the worry is
wayyyy down the line, hundreds of years lat-

er. Sure, right after our ancestors beat up the
Canaanites, it was unlikely they would jump into

the losing team’s ways.
But knowing that they
existed, and having had
a history in the land, it o
could become a reality 9%‘
for future generations. In 4
truth, many Jews DID fall

prey to the attraction of idol-

from pages
atry years later.

There are a couple of lessons to be

learned here. First of all, if you want to know
how to get close to God, ask God. Let’s make
sure we don’t fall into the trap of assuming what
God wants based on what other people do, say
or think. The Torah has instructions for how we
can best connect to Hashem, and those are the
paths and tools we should use. Secondly, even
things that we look at as being very wrong and
baseless, can creep in and slowly make them-
selves comfortable, just by existing. We’ve got
to work extra hard to clarify to ourselves and
others what is right and what is wrong, based
on the guidance of the Torah’s moral perfection.
We certainly can’t rely on Hollywood or the rest
of the world to tell us what'’s real and what is
right.

PICKLg JEWG
iy g

/Do you hear thoce frumpefg? ,
What do they mean?

7 Do you think il 4

GALACTICALLY SYNDICATED
COMIC STRIP

by Dani Locker, 2022

" Neh, [t's just

take awhie? / | speech. Howlong



Stump the Rabbi is a forum where kids ¢can 8 tump t\\e kab 6 i

ask ANY Jewish question.

Have a question? Please send it in to
stump@nageelawest.org

Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed.

Note: We call this ‘Stump The Rabbi’ for fun, but that's not really the point.
The goal is to learn something important in an interesting way.
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