
You’re a student, right? What is the best way a teacher 
has ever gotten you to improve?

Here’s a question I posed on Facebook this week, and 
some of the beautiful and thoughtful (and some 

silly) answers people contributed.

Moses was an incredibly great man.

Yet, something happened during this week’s Torah 
reading (well, it didn’t actually happen during the 

Torah reading. It happened thousands of years ago; we just 
mentioned it in this week’s Torah reading) that helped him 
achieve an ever higher level of greatness.

God had spoken with Moses in between each plague, giving 
him step by step instructions of exactly what to tell 

Pharaoh. Yet during all that time, these conversations did 
not take place in Pharaoh’s capitol city. You see, Egypt was 
corrupt in every sense of the word.  Their very beliefs, from the 
gods they worshipped (even treating their very human king as 
a god) to their moral depravity, Egypt was a place of spiritual 
filth.  Although God is everywhere, prophecy is usually limited 
to places of purity and holiness (in most cases, only in Israel).  God 
speaking to Moses in Egypt proper was NOT supposed to happen.

Then came darkness.  When Moses warned Pharaoh about the plague 
of darkness, Pharoah threatened him.  He said something like, 

“You best beat it, buddy.  Don’t be showin your holy face ‘round here 
no more!”  Moses agrees and swears never to visit the palace again.  But wait, he’s still got to 
warn the Egyptians about the final plague!  What should he do?  In a surprising move, God 
appeared to Moses, right there in the palace, so that Moses would be able to keep his word 
and not return again!  The Midrash tells us that 
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Now is a great time to contact us & find out more info about 
our incredible Grand Tour featuring Mount Rushmore!
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THIS WEEK:
Monday: LV Summerlin featuring a 
special guest: 
5:45 for 4-6 grade
7-8 for grades 7-8
Monday, Tarzana J4r. LNL 6:30
Thursday: Irvine Jr. LNL 6:15pm
Thursday: San Diego Donutz & 
Scavenger Hunt 5:30 @Krispy Kreme
Thursday: LA City Jr. LNL 6pm
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Orange County Laser Tag event
Feb. 13th
Gravady All Nighter - Las Vegas
Feb. 15th, 11:30pm
Treats for Troops- Arizona
Feb 20th 
San Diego 7-8-9 SHabbaton
March 6-8

when Moses experienced this, he was super happy, 
and he became great!  Now, Moses was great.  So great, that 
he was God’s emissary to the Jewish people.  So great, that 
he received prophecy.  So great that he was chosen to lead 
the Jewish people out of Egypt and broker our reception of 
the Torah.  So great, that God ‘ jumped’ into the smelly palace 
of Pharaoh on his behalf. So what is meant when it says he 
NOW became great?  If means that he had a big bump in his 
greatness. He got a turbo boost that made him even greater.  

Here we have a man who has achieved so much in life.  
Overcoming adversity, working hard, discovering himself, 

standing up to bullies, speaking with God.  WHAT propels him to 
greatness?  Seeing that his teacher/ mentor respects and cares 
about him enough to do something He ordinarily wouldn’t have.  
It is this incredible show of ‘respect for the student’ shown 
by God that pushes Moses to achieve his greatest heights yet.  
Of course, there are many tools that can be used to help our 
friends/ students/ children achieve greatness.  One of the most 
effective tools is when you exhibit to them just how important 
they are to you, by taking yourself out of your comfort zone 
to show them respect.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Happy Birthday to family members celebrating 

this week!
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Matt Hollander
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Shoshana Wexler

Devon Singer
Belle Teitelbaum

Braden Martin
Adam Adelson

Ayala Ben-Shimon
Maya Bega

Madden Marks
Rabbi Akiva Naiman
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My new pair of gloves are 
both 'left.'  On the one hand, 

it's great.  On the other hand, 
just isn't right.

OUCH! GROAN!   got a better joke? Email it to dlocker@nageelawest.org

Dear Rye T. Yemini
On June 19, 2008, pitcher Pat Venditte entered 
a game for the first time, pitching for the Staten 
Island Yankees (minor league). Venditte, like 
most pitchers, was wearing his mitt on his left 
hand, preparing to pitch with his right.  The 
batter, a switch hitter, decided to bat lefty.  In 
case you’re not up on baseball strategy, this is 
very common.  When it comes to late innings 
of an important game, a manager will almost 
always try to bring in a lefty pitcher to face a 
lefty batter, and a righty pitcher to face a right 
handed batter.  The hitting team will try to do 
the opposite.  
When using the same arm, (righty vs righty or 
lefty vs lefty), the pitcher has an advantage.
Back to our story.  The batter stood on the 
lefty side of the plate, so Pat Venditte switched 
hands.  He transferred his baseball mitt to his 
right hand and prepared to pitch lefty.  It’s 
very rare, but Pat Venditte is a switch pitcher, 
who can pitch with either hand.  Batter Ralph 
Henriquez, though, switched to the other side, 
to bat righty.  So Venditte switched sides again, 
preparing to pitch with his right hand (his 
unique baseball mitt has 6 fingers and two 
webs, allowing him to use it on either hand).  
So the batter switched sides.  So the pitcher 
switched sides.  This happened over and over 
for about 6 minutes, in a rather entertaining 
at bat.  Eventually, baseball changed the rules 
to clarify what happens when a switch pitcher 
faces a switch hitter (for the record, the pitcher 
has to choose a side and pitch at least one pitch 
from that side before switching).  

Kind of like in 
baseball, Jewish 
practice cares 
a b o ut  r i g ht 
and left sides.  
Here’s where 
it can get a 
little confusing.  
Sometimes we prefer the right side, sometimes 
the left.  Sometimes we use our toes.  That was 
a joke.  Here are a few examples of things we 
do with one side specifically:
The mezuzah goes on the right side of the 
doorway.
While reciting shema, we cover our eyes with 
our right hands
We put on our right shoe first, but tie our left 
first…
Tefillin, for most people, are worn on the left 
arm.
We lean on our left side at the Passover seder.
Shofar is blown on the right side of the mouth.
When we make a blessing on food, we hold it 
in our right hand (we’ll discuss exceptions 
next week).
When our great ancestor, Jacob blessed his 
grandchildren, he insisted 
on placing his right hand 
on Eph ra i m’s head, 
insisting that Ephraim 
would be greater than 
his older brother.  Here, 
too, Jacob shows us that 
the right side is more 

Hi Rabbi,
Right side?  Wrong side?  I learned that I use my right hand 
to cover my eyes for shema even though I’m a lefty. But I also 
learned that I should hold a cookie in my left hand to make a 
blessing.  Why are they different?  Come to think of it, why do we 
do things with specific hands at all?  Why does it matter?
Thanks,
Ryley T. Yemini

RIGHT, LEFT, RIGHT

Stump the Rabbi is a 
forum where kids can ask 

ANY Jewish question. 
Have a question? Please 

send it in to
 stump@nageelawest.org
Questions here are real. Names 
and some wording have been 

changed.

to Camp Nageela West counselor 
Yitzy Bergida upon his recent 

wedding!



Nageela West breaks the mold of old school 
Jewish outreach by providing out- of- the- box 
social and educational programs for Jewish 

children across the west coast. Through 
afterschool activities, weekend retreats and 

our signature summer camp, we engage 
elementary and middle school children in a fun 

and meaningful experience.

Our “questions encouraged” mindset makes 
Nageela a comfortable learning and growing 

environment for Jewish children of all 
backgrounds.
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driveways???
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important and significant.
For most things, we simply favor the right 
side because it’s physically more dominant.  
For 90% of people in the world, the right hand 
is stronger, and therefore more significant.  
Doing mitzvot with our right hand shows our 
respect and importance for mitzvot.  Yet there 
are more subtle and interesting reasons for 
hand and foot preferences.   The Midrash points 
out that the angel Michael is ‘on the right’.  
Michael is the force of mercy, compassion and 
love for the Jewish people.  Gabriel, ‘God’s 
strength’ represents judgement and justice.  
By preferring the right side, we emphasize 
the hope that God’s mercy will outweigh His 
justice.  We constantly turn to the right side, 
emphasizing the importance of kindness, mercy 
and compassion.

So why do we do some things on the left?  And 
what do lefties do?  All this and more in next 
week’s episode of Nageela Shabbos.  Speaking of 
right sides and left sides… you know, my brain 
has two sides.  The problem is, in the left side 
of my brain, there’s nothing right.  And in the 
right side of my brain… there’s nothing left!

Have-A Nageela Shabbat,

the Rabbi
PICKLE JEWS
GALACTICALLY SYNDICATED
COMIC STRIP 


