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Stump The Rabbi
The Big Ten

Dear Rabbi,

At Hebvrew School this week,

we learned about the Ten
Commandments. we also
learned that theve are a \ot of
commandments, not just ten,
but these are singled out becquse
they'vre the most important. My
question is, what's special about
them? If 1 had to choose the ten
most important vules for life, |
don't think most of these would
make my list. Can you please
clavify?

Thank you,

Raou\ Bouke

Dear Rule Book,

Most people would probably not
put jealousy on their top ten list
OF vules for life. Take a minute to
think about which vules YOU might
put on the list. The Rabbis have
been carveful NOT to consider these
ten commandments the MOST
IMPORTANT. Every instruction God
gives us should be equally important
in oy Mminds. These ten arve listed Fovr
Q couple of reasons. Some auvuthovities
propose that they arve the main
cateqories that all other mitzvor
can be \earned from. Others explain
that these ten offer o summary of
0 guide Fovr life in ten critical arveas.
I'd \like to suggest how each one of
the ten commandments is super
important in living our lives.
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Here they are...

1. Theve's always 9ot to
be o boss. when people
are \efpt to make up our
own rules, we sometimes
make horrible choices,
like putting pineapple on pizzo.
who's idea was that? Believe in an
vitimate boss to quide you.

. what is important to you? The

second commandment is veally
telling Us not to put our Faith in
the wvrong things, because we
make decisions based on what's
important to us. what are your
priovities? IF you believe in God,
but you also ‘worship’ money,
celebrities, athletes ovr politics,
youvr decision wmight be based
on those ideals. Don't worship
anything or anyone else.

. Hypocvrisy (which, | was velieved to

Find out is not a secret branch of
government vrun by hippopotami).
Don't claim to be Following religion
and then do things in 'the name of
God" which are against His wishes.
Svicide bombing in the "name of
God" is using God's name Falsely.

. We get soooo busy! whether it's

schoolwork, Smapchat or the swim
team, our lives are hectic. Take
some time away from the 9grind
of daily lire to think about Family,
God and life. Remembeyr the
Shabbat because without it we've
like vats in a maze. Or tributes in
a Quarter Quell.

. Gratitude may just be the most

important traitin life. Living with
appreciation of those who help us
will envich our lives and the lives
of those around us. Honor your



parents and appreciate them and
a\l the other blessings you have in
\ife.

. Do not muvrdevr. You probably
had this on your list, too. Respect
For the valve of human \ife is
critical Fov doing life vight. If we've
committed to preserving life we
may wovrk harvder to make \ife
itse\f movre meaningful.

. wWe've supposed to have pleasure
in this world. But pleasure needs
boundaries to keep it appropriate,
haoppy and qood For people.
Maoke sure that your pursue your
enjoyment in life in 0 way that
won't hurt others, or destroy the
person you want to be. Don't
commit adultery ov use othev
means of getting pleasure in the
wrong ways.

It's not just about don't steal. A
society wheve people can't trvust
each other makes it veally havd to
be happy ov productive. Skipping
school while pretending to be sick,
speaking behind people's backs,
cheating on tests or sneaking
into the movies. These activities
maoke the world an untrusting,
Frustrated place, and are directly
against the pure truth of God.

. OUr words can be tools of great
900d or weapons of destvuction.
with a single story we can destroy
O veputation, or make someone
Feel like a million bucks! Don't
beav false witness. Don't houvt
people or yourselF with wovrds. Use
encouraging, enabling wovrds to
help others grow.

10.Just be happy with what you have!

Many people think haoppiness is

something that 'happens when
we win the lottery, get bitten by
a vadioactive spider or become
Foamous. The commandment Do
not be jealous reminds Us not to
judge our own happiness by how
much other people have compared
to us. We need to make the choice
to be satisfied with what we have!

How's that For ten important rules
For \ire? Take a look at your own top
10 list and see if you want to edit
any of it now. You see, the Torah is
NOT just o big storybook. It veally
caoptures what it means to grown
intoa strongevr, better person. Good
\uck!

Have - a- Nageel\a Shabbat,

o Rk

Stump the Rabbi is a forum where kids can ask ANY
Jewish question.
Have a question? Please send it in to
stump@nageelawest.org
Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed
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Feb. 28th -Nageela Sisters
Las Vegas Purim Feast

w Feb 13th - Pico- Robertson

March 2nd - YOLO Shabbaton
March 25th - Gravady All nighter!

Thanks to all the
sponsors and
participants in our
North Tahoe Jewish
Youth initiative!
Great job on this
week's innaugural
Nageelatte!

Answer of the Week
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Need help understanding, or have a different answer? email dlocker@nageelawest.org
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