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a force quit feature for our 

brain’s open windows. 

Deep Thoughts

We have programs for 
Middle School kids from all 

over the West Coast.  Please 
contact us for details!
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what’s 
up

The most impactful day in the history of mankind is upon us!  I 
don’t just mean that the Festival of Shavuos celebrates the Jews 
choosing to receive the Torah on Mount Sinai more than 3,000 
years ago.  That, too.  But in the Jewish calendar, each special 
day keeps the energy of the day it commemorates.  So this 
Shavuos is an opportunity for the world to be impacted by Jews 
locking in once more.  What a great chance for us!

HEY, if the holiday is connected to wheat and barley, why is it 
called ShavuOAT?

Registration will close this Sunday for our Six Flags trip, taking 
place May 31st.  If your child is interested in attending from Las 
Vegas, Tarzana or Pico, please be in touch with us or use the info 
on the flyer (page 5)to sign up!

What did we accomplish this year?  

Stay tuned for a full report on just how many program and events, 
how many kids and teens in different cities and states benefited 
from our programs this year.

Did you know Nageela West has a ONE WEEK travel road trip 
camp in addition to the 3 week Nageela Midwest/West merged 
camp?  Check out details at nageelawest.org 

Our Nageela fundraising campaign is coming soon.  

OATS AND CHEESE

You can sponsor a week of Nageela Shabbos in honor of a special 
occasion or in memory of a loved one.

Help us reach more Jewish kids with interesting Torah content!

Information: A leadership 
cohort of committed, 

responsible 7-8 graders who 
want to help Jewish kids their 

age. Please contact us!

LEADERSHIP

What does an an 
annoying owl say?

Whom, whom.

LOLZ
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Disclaimer:  These images are AI generated, and are not meant to actually represent any people or events from the Torah.
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Sup!
Howdy!
Yellow.
Hola!
Greetings, traveler!
Hey, dude!
Salutations. 
Avast!
Good morrow.

We have different ways to greet each 
other, and it doesn’t usually make a huge 
difference.  You might not say wassup to 
your grandmother, and it would be odd 
to bow to your BFF, but for the most part, 
people don’t seem to pay much attention 
to how we greet one another.  Does it 
matter?

In the story of Ruth, we’re introduced to 
Boaz, the man who would later marry 
Ruth.  Boaz was a wealthy land owner 
who had many employees.  Something 
interesting happens when he arrives at 
his fields.  He greets all the workers with 
the words, “God be with you!” 
Well that doesn’t seem very unusual, 
unless you actually read it. You might 
remember from last week’s stump the 
Rabbi, that God’s holy names are never 
used unless in prayer or while reading a 
biblical verse.  We’re pretty serious about 
the respect- for- divine- names thing. Yet 
when Boaz greets his workers, he uses the 
holy name of God. In a casual greeting! 
What’s the deal?
The Midrash tells us that this was not an 
isolated incident. Boaz and his court (he 

DIGNITEAMWORK

DVAR
torah

was the 
acting 
leader of 
the Jewish 
nation at the 
time, BTW) 
noticed there were problems in their 
society. There was an epidemic of theft, 
injustice and a lack of compliance with 
Authority. It was bad and they wanted to 
fix it, so they had a brainstorming session. 
What can we do? How can we change 
the narrative and how can we improve 
the way people treat each other?

They decided that greeting each other 
with God‘s full name would help them 
realize the incredible value and impor-
tance each individual Jew has. So in an 
absolutely amazing move, they made a 
decree, advising everyone to greet each 
other using God’s actual name!  Let me 
repeat that to let it sink in.  The official su-
preme court of the Jewish people decided 
that in apparent violation of one of the 
ten commandments, it would be worth 
using God’s names dozens of extra times 
per day, in order to build up the respect 
people felt for one another.

A couple of things absolutely jump out at 
me here.  First of all, did you know that 
bananas are berries but strawberries ar-
en’t?  Mind.  Blown.
About Boaz, though… How cool is it that 
we would use God’s name in an edgy, 
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never- before- tried experiment, to try to 
help people gain respect.  And beyond 
that, let’s think about the process and 
the results.  This was not simply an issue 
where people were mean, so we decided 
to be nice.  This is so much more complex.  
What was the problem?  It was lack of 
submission to authority, and theft.  How 
would you fix that?  I dunno.  More po-
lice?  Tougher laws?  Give people more 
free stuff so they won’t steal?  Maybe 
do a PR campaign about how import-
ant it is to be a good  citizen and respect 
the leaders.  Perhaps some of the court 
members could deliver high level talu-
dic classes so people are awed by their 
knowledge…
Human decency and respect. The root of 
the problem wasn’t a specific issue with 
property rights or authority.  So many 
societal issues come because of a lack of 
respect for the value of a human.  You’re 
less likely to complain, to steal, to abuse 
or condemn those whom you value.  In 
this brilliant strategy, Boaz and his court 
planned to drastically increase peoples’ 
respect for one another.  Who is he?  Oh, 
just someone who gets called BY GOD’s 
NAME!  Oh, in that case… The reality is 
that every human is designed by and be-
lieved by the Creator. We are all worthy 
of God’s name.  Keeping that in the fore-
front of our minds is a sure way to ensure 
we treat one another in a manner that 
befits a Godly being. 
See ya, catch you later, may fortune 
favor you, y’all come back now, peace 
out, ciao, until next time, cheers, may the 
force be with you, zei gezunt, keep it real, 
take care, adieu, farewell, live long and 
prosper.  Parting is such sweet sorrow.  
Good Yom Tov and Good Shabbos!

CONTINUED...DVAR
torah
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MEGILLAH OF RUTH
A foreigner becomes royalty

PARSHAL
PARSHA

a brief summary of the weekly 
Torah porshon

A wealthy man named Elimelech brings his family to 
Moab in order to avoid a hunger in the land of Israel

While there, his two sons, Machlon and Kilyon  marry local 
girls, and both die

Elimelech dies as well, leaving his widow Naomi together 
with her daughters- in- law, named Ruth and Orpah

The hunger in Israel had ended, so Naomi decides to 
return.  She says goodbye to Ruth and Orpah

Orpah goes home but Ruth is tenacious.  She refuses to 
leave her Mother- in- law, and commits herself to 
become Jewish and follow Naomi no matter what

The dialogue between Ruth and Naomi have become 
part of how the Talmud sets the standards for future 
conversions

They return to Bethlehem (literally, house of bread) during 
the harvest season.  They are penniless (but since 
people there probably used shekels, I guess even 
the rich people were technically penniless) and Ruth 
supports them by gathering leftovers in the fields of 
the wealthy\Ruth discovers the field of Boaz, who is a 

relative of Elimelech and is extremely generous with 
them

Boaz, impressed with Ruth, and having heard of her 
kindness to Naomi tells her to stay with his staff and 
that it’s not necessary for her to go anywhere else

Naomi sees this as a sign and convinces Ruth to ask Boaz 
to marry her, as a close living relative to her deceased 
husband

Ruth, knowing Boaz would be sleeping in the fields that 
night to work with the harvest, sneaks into his room 
and asks Boaz to step in for his deceased relative

Boaz agrees, but tells her he must first obtain permission 
from a closer relative

Boaz purchases one of Elimelech’s fields in the presence 
of this close relative, symbolically taking responsibility 
for Ruth’s future as well

Ruth and Boaz have a child named Oved, who is a great 
source of comfort to Naomi, who had lost her own 
children

Oved’s son is Jesse (Yishai) and his son is David

On the holiday of Shavuos, the Book, or Megillah of Ruth is 
read.  This is a section of Kesuvim- the Holy Writings and the 
time period is during the early days of the Jews in the Land 

of Israel.  This is after Joshua brought the Jewish people into 
Israel, but before the period of the Kings (as we’ll see, King 
David, one of the earliest Kings is Ruth’s great- grandson).

There are a number of reasons given for reading this 
particular book on Shavuos:

Question of 
	     the Week

What is the the connection 
between Abraham, the 

commandments, and Pluto (the 
former planet)?

ANSWER  on page 5

It’s about accepting the Torah.  Not a national 
acceptance of the Torah, but Ruth is the example of a 

personal acceptance of the Torah.

It takes place at the time of the harvest.

Shavuos is linked with King David, who passed away on 
this day.  Ruth is essentially King David’s origin story (or 

part of it at least) 

Prayer is a big part of Judaism, but let’s be honest.  Most kids (and even one or 
two adults) don’t really undersatand what they’re saying.  Let’s experiment with 

this.  We hope to write a small blurb about one of the parts of our prayer services 
each week.  Maybe we’ll start understanding some of them!

Prayer Prompt:

Fifteen Meditations- Part 6
One of the first blessings in our daily service is:

Malbish Arumim-Clothing and Shelter

Malbish Arumim- he who clothes those who are unclothed.

72% of teen girls say that how they dress is a major part of how they 
express themselves.  Can you imagine not having the availability to even 
have any clothing.  To not have warm clothing for the winter or proper 

clothing for rain or Shabbos or sneakers for sports.

We thank God for the blessings of having what we need.
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How Dairy!
MIlk inspired jokes in honor of the holiday
The cheese factory exploded.  There 
was de- brie everywhere!

A cow’s fave party game?  Moo-sical 
chairs!

How do you feel?  I’m feeling grate 
today!

Why did the yogurt go to art 
school?  It wanted more culture!



STUMP
THE RABBI

StumptheRabbi is a forum where kids can ask ANY Jewish 
question. 

Have a question? Please send it in to 
stump@nageelawest.org

(Most) questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed.

Hi Rabbi,

At Hebrew School this week, we learned 
about the Ten Commandments.  We 
also learned that there are a lot of 
commandments, not just ten, but these 
are singled out because they’re the most 
important.  My question is, what’s special 
about them?  If I had to choose the ten 
most important rules for life, I don’t think 
most of these would make my list. Can 
you please clarify?  

Thank you,
	 Raoul Bouke

Dear Rule Book,

Most people would probably not put 
jealousy on their top ten list of rules for 
life.  Take a minute to think about which 
rules YOU might put on the list.  The 
Rabbis have been careful NOT to consider 
these ten commandments the MOST 
IMPORTANT.  Every instruction God gives 
us should be equally important in our 
minds.  These ten are listed for a couple 
of reasons.  Some authorities propose 
that they are the main categories that 
all other mitzvot can be learned from.  
Others explain that these ten offer a 
summary of a guide for life in ten critical 
areas.  I’d like to suggest how each 
one of the ten commandments is super 
important in living our lives.

THE BIG TEN

continued on next page
3131

days till nageela west girls session
5353

days till nageela west boys session

a CLASSIC STUMP FROM WAY BACK IN SEASON 2

1. There’s always got to be a boss.  When 
people are left to make up our own rules, 
we sometimes make horrible choices, like 
putting pineapple on pizza.  Who’s idea 
was that?  Believe in an ultimate bossBelieve in an ultimate boss to 
guide you.
2. What is important to you?  The second 
commandment is really telling us not 
to put our faith in the wrong things, 
because we make decisions based on 
what’s important to us.  What are your 
priorities?  If you believe in God, but you 
also ‘worship’ money, celebrities, athletes 
or politics, your decision might be based 
on those ideals.  Don’t worship anything Don’t worship anything 
or anyone elseor anyone else.
3. Hypocrisy (which, I was relieved to find 
out, is not a secret branch of government 
run by hippopotami). Don’t claim to be 
following religion and then do things in 
‘the name of God” which are against His 
wishes.  Suicide bombing in the “name of 
God” is using God’s name falselyusing God’s name falsely.
4. We get soooo busy!  Whether it’s 
schoolwork, Snapchat or the swim team, 
our lives are hectic.  Take some time 
away from the grind of daily life to think 
about family, God and life.  Remember Remember 
the Shabbatthe Shabbat because without it we’re like 
rats in a maze.  Or tributes in a Quarter 
Quell.
5. Gratitude may just be the most important 
trait in life.  Living with appreciation of 
those who help us will enrich our lives 
and the lives of those around us.  Honor Honor 
your parentsyour parents and appreciate them and 



STUMP
THE RABBI

continued...

all the other blessings you have in life.
6. Do not murderDo not murder.   You probably had this 
on your list, too.  Respect for the value of 
human life is critical for doing life right. 
If we’re committed to preserving life we 
may work harder to make life itself more 
meaningful.
7. We’re supposed to have pleasure in this 
world.  But pleasure needs boundaries to 
keep it appropriate, happy and good for 
people.  Make sure that you pursue your 
enjoyment in life in a way that won’t hurt 
others, or destroy the person you want to 
be.  Don’t commit adulteryDon’t commit adultery or use other 
means of getting pleasure in the wrong 
ways.
8. It’s not just about don’t stealdon’t steal. A society 
where people can’t trust each other makes 
it really hard to be happy or productive.  
Skipping school while pretending to be 
sick, speaking behind people’s backs, 
cheating on tests or sneaking into the 
movies.  These activities make the world 
an untrusting, frustrated place, and are 
directly against the pure truth of God.

9. Our words can be tools of great good 
or weapons of destruction.  With a single 
story we can destroy a reputation, or 
make someone feel like a million bucks!  
Don’t bear false witnessDon’t bear false witness.  Don’t hurt people 
or yourself with words.  Use encouraging, 
enabling words to help others grow.
10. Just be happy with what you have!  
Many people think happiness is something 
that ‘happens’ when we win the lottery, 
get bitten by a radioactive spider or 
become famous.  The commandment Do Do 
not be jealousnot be jealous reminds us not to judge 
our own happiness by how much other 
people have compared to us.  We need 
to make the choice to be satisfied with 
what we have!

How’s that for ten important rules for life?  
Take a look at your own top 10 list and 
see if you want to edit any of it now.  You 
see, the Torah is not just a big storybook.  
It really captures what it means to grow 
into a stronger, better person.  Good luck!

Have a Nageela ShaVUos,		
The Rabbi.

FOLLOW “I ONLY MAKE UP TRUE STORIES” 
PODCAST, AVAILABLE ON ALL MAJOR PLATFORMS.
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